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The Salute 


I came to you on a winter’s day 
When I thought winter went away. 


When I left New Jersey it was nice and wam 
No sign, no sign of any stom. 


We landed at Boston, the sun was nice and 
bright, 
Not a cloud in the sky, it was all right. 


I went to the ticket counter and said, 
Loring, Maine. 

The lady said we fly you to Bangor, that's as 
far as you go, 

“Cause Loring, cause Loring is covered with 
snow. 


We flew out of Boston and the a men told us, 
no more flying, son, I’m sorry to say. 
You'll have to drive the rest of the way, 
So we started our trip North and little did 
we know 

We were going to see lots and lots of snow. 


On past Milo, Medway and Island Falls on 
through to Sherman and Mars Hill, we went on 


to Presque Isle. 
When we turned in the car, could Loring, 


could Loring Be very far? 


The rest would be by taxi, that wonderful 
Twenty something miles to Loring, I was hip. 
When we arrived we signed right in 

And we handed the driver a hefty fin. 


The stay at Loring was for over twenty years 
And now it’s time to shed a few tears. 


They will shut the base down in “94, 
Loring. oh Loring, will be no more. 


Named after a flyer, Charles Loring was his 
nare 

He flew so fast in his airplane. 

Over the skies of Korea did he fly. 

Faster than sound in the sweet by and by. 


Charles Loring was a dedicated hero through 
and through 

He gave up his life November twenty-second 
1952. 

And its because of him we have something to 


Say 
The deed that he did shall not go away. 


Sacrificing his life. so Freedom shall ring. 
Major Charles Loring did the ultimate thing. 


Now many miles from his final resting place 
to be, 
A huge air base fades into history. 


The war angels from this base which flew high 
and fast, 
Are all now part of the glorious past 


Airman of glory which shine so bright, 
As of the stars in the night. 


Deeds were accomplished. 
The mission was fulfilled. 


Lives where changed as we went to and fro. 
Loring was just one stop, you know. 


To the wise and faithful servants the Lord 
will say, 
“Come up hither and sup with me today.” 


Douglas Plenge 
A Poem by Master Sergeant (Ret. ) 
Reprinted from the Last issue of the 


Limelite. 


THE MEN OF LORING 


It's up near the Canadian Border 
Loring is the spot 
Where we are doomed to spend our lives 
In the land that God forgot 


Up here with the winds and blizzards 
And men in blue 
Here in the middle of nowhere 
Hundreds of miles from you. 


We freeze and we shiver 
It's more then we can stand 
We'te not supposed to be eonviets 
But defenders of our land 


We are the Men of Loring 
Earning our pay 
Fot two and o half o day. 


Living with our memories 
Ond writing to our girls 
Hoping while we ore writing 
They don't get married to our pals 


No one knows that we are living 
No one gives a damn 
We are soon forgotten 
For we work for Uncle Sam. 


And when we reach those pearly gates 
We'll hear St. Peter's yell 
Fall out all you men of Loring 
You've spent your time in Hell. 


~Quthor Unknown- 
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preface 


. Silently, at air bases throughout the united States, Air police / Se- 
curity Police patrol before giant aircraft, B-36, and then B-52s wings bent 
low by heavy fuel loads; inside their mammoth fuselages are several thermonu- 
clear weapons. Nearby the bomber crews relax or sleep in hardened areas. Only 


me : 
two t pi ereen minutes or less from takeoff. Crash fire crews wait in alert 
status. Maintenance crews stand by at the ready 


A few miles away is a site that n 
the Whiskey area now. 


weapons storage area. 


ot many have ever seen. Most call it 
But those who worked it know of its real name. The 
This area is one of the largest in the United State and 
has many hardened structures that are called igloos. At one time electric 
fences surrounded the area only to be replaced by maid miles, sensors, and 
comer aa. Fences with barb wire and concertina wire surround the area. 

Simultaneously, fifteen miles off the shores of the East and West coast 
are several Soviet nuclear submarines. They are able to hit these bases in 
under four minutes. This is the story of one of those bases. First called 
Limestone Air Force Base (SAC, with Caribou Air Station (code named East River 
Depot), then Loring Air Force Base, and what was referred to as East Loring or 
the Weapons Storage Area. This is the story of the Strategic Air Command, 
Material Air Command, Atomic Energy Commission, located at Loring AFB and the 
cold war. 

Loring was the first of these 13 original sites to become operational. 
Its history and legacy have been a secret for so long that it has all but been 
forgotten. But the Soviets have not forgotten. After the base closed they 
requested to see and inspect it. This giant of the cold war was still a 
problem and a worry to them. 

This is the history of Loring AFB, the 42nd Bomber Wing and the men and 
woman, officers, airmen and civilians that were stationed there. It is re- 
search, so one day someone can pick it up and know what we did. 

Hopefully more information can be found. For the second printing I hope 
to have more information from airman that served at Loring. Stories and pho- 
tos can be sent to me at the below address. Any patches like the 70th, 75th, 
and 3080th, would be great to add. All information would be handed over to 


the Maine Aviation Museum, located in Bangor and opening this year. 


AETHERA NOBIS 
(The Skies for Us) 


Victor Kraft P.I. 
P.O. Box 8352 
Bangor, ME 04402 
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WELCOME TO 


LIMESTONE 


HOME OF THE WORLD’S BEST POTATOES 
LARGEST BOMBERS, FASTEST FIGHTERS 
AND MIGHTIEST MISSILES 


pen one could not pass this sign without smiling. 


region of the State of Maine long and widely know 
Aroostook County, 


Back when Loring was o 
Loring AFB was located in a 
for its friendly, cooperative people and healthful climate. 
the heart of a great vacation area, adds excitement to off-duty time with op- 
portunities for swimming, fishing, hunting, mountain climbing and side trips 
to the Sea and Maritime Provinces of Canada. Almost everyone you meet will be 
glad to give you information on how to make your weekend pass or leave a re- 
warding adventure. 


Arrival at Loring 


When you arrived at Loring you would be issued a visitors pass at either 
of two gates. Both gates are open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. Our 
courteous Air Police personnel on duty at either gate will be happy to help 
you in any way. All incoming personnel should sign in, in the lobby of Buld. 
5000, Base Headquarters, as soon as they arrive at Loring. 


As one drives onto Loring the flight line is dominated by two gigantic 
hangars, visible throughout the countryside for miles around. This monolithic 


concrete hanger is alone Capable of housing six B-52 heavy bombers at one 


time; complemented by an impressive arch hangar Capable of housing two more B- 
52’s. 


Wing Mission 


either alone or jointly with Other forces, 


42nd Combat Support Group 


An organization as large and complex as the 42nd Bomb Wing requires many 
support functions. The responsibility for providing services for the wing, 
and for the health, welfare, and morale of Loring’s people belongs to the 42nd 
Combat Support Group. 


Host Units 


42nd Bombardment Wing 42nd Combat Support Group 
42nd Air Refueling Sq. 42nd Civil Engineering Sq. 
42nd Avionics Maintenance Sq. 42nd Civil Engineering Sq. 
42nd Field Maintenance Sq. 42nd Security Police Sq- 
42nd Munitions Maintenance Sq. 42nd Hospital Sq. 


42nd Organizational Maintenance Sq. 
42nd Supply Squadron 

42nd Transportation Sq. 

69th Bombardment Sq. 

42nd AREFS 

407th AREFS 


Tenant Units 


Loring AFB also depends on support from its tenant units - those organ- 
izations which are not a part of the Strategic Air Command, but are assigned 


to Loring by the Air Force to assist the Wing. 


Area Defense Counsel (ADC) 

Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO) 

Det 1, 49th Fighter Intercept Squadron (TAC) 

Det 2, 1000 Satellite Operation Group (SOG) 

Det 4, 26th Weather Squadron (MAC) 

Det 7, 1 Combat Evaluation Group, Ashland 

Det 13, Air Force Commissary Service 

Det 31, 3904 Management Engineering Squadron (SACMET) 
Det 106, Air Force Office of Special Investigation (AFOST) 
Det 204, 3753 Field Training Detachment (ATC) 

Jist Flying Training Wing, DET 01-G (Loring Ace's) 
2192nd Communications Squadron (1ISs) 


42nd Bomb Wing Commanders 
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John W. Graff Jr. 
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LORING AIR FORCE BASE 


1947 - 1994 


AIR POWER IN MAINE DURING THE 1940s 


In the early 1940s as America became entangled in WWII, government 
officials recognized the need for air bases in Maine to serve as staging areas 
for the United States. World War II, marked the transition of America from an 
isolationist country to an international power. The United States lagged 
behind the Germans, British and other world powers in aircraft development 
before WWII. The reason was that advanced research and development for 
military aircraft was not well organized, and continuously under funded in 
America. 

The U.S. aviation industry had built a total of 921 military aircraft 
during 1939. This was spurred by foreign sales. In 1940 the U.S. would turn 
out 6,019 aircraft. And by the time of Pearl Harbor in 1941, the industry was 
turning out 19,433 military aircraft a year. President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt was asking the industry (Nation) to turn out 50,000 airplanes a 
year. 

As a result, the municipal airport at Bangor, Maine, was transformed 
into Dow Army Air Field. In August 1941, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
received authorization to construct airfields at Houlton and Presque Isle in 
northern Aroostook County. This was to ferry planes across the world. 

By October, they had readied the field at Presque Isle for limited 
operations as a Western Terminal of the North Atlantic Route of the Air 
Transport Command. Presque Isle Army Air Field became the primary point of 
departure for thousands of American aircraft ferried across the Atlantic to 
England by the steppingstone route of Labrador, Greenland and Iceland. 

Houlton field played a lesser role as an alternate landing field for Presque 
Isle. 

When the war ended in 1945, Dow Field was returned to the City of Bangor 
for use as an airport while the airfields at Houlton and Presque Isle were 
abandoned. In later years, Dow and Presque Isle once again became active Air 
Force bases for relatively short periods of time but were finally shut down 
and returned to local control. However, all three contributed in various ways 
to the building and expansion of Limestone/Loring Air Force Base. 

Shortly after the war, the Strategic Air Command received orders to 
start operation as a major air command on March 21, 1946. Its top planners 
began paving the way for a potent global Air Force capable of striking any 
target, anytime, and once again, they looked to the Northeast as the site for 
one of the new bomber force bases. 

Advanced technology had opened a new era of long-range aircraft and 
missiles that made air attacks and retaliation strikes possible over the 
Arctic circle. This new strategic element pinpointed Maine as a key area in 
bolstering the nation’s defenses and the Air Force’s role of deterrence. In 
the early months of 1947, a group of surveyors and engineers from the United 
States Engineer Department (USED), New England Division, tramped through the 
snow and woods surveying several locations in northern Maine. By April, they 
had chosen a site which occupied a major northwest portion of Limestone 
Township and extended north into the southwest region of Caswell Plantation. 


1 


Brigadier General Raymond Moses, Chief of the New England Division of Army 
Engineers, came up from Boston, examined the selected site and approved it. 

Dense forests, marshes and blueberry bogs dominated the landscape of the 
future Limestone Army Base. Only a small portion of the chosen land was 
suitable for farming. The site sat atop a plateau, slightly above the coun- 
tryside, served by only two dirt roads. Gently rolling hills and potato 
farms surrounded the future air base. The location offered several advantag- 
es. Primarily, in the eyes of the defense planners, it was 300 miles closer 
to potential enemy targets in the Eurasian land mass than any other part of 
the country. From a pilot’s viewpoint, the height of the plateau location 
minimized foggy conditions and low-level flying hazards. Froma construction 
engineer’s viewpoint, the hard base-rock structure close to the surface pro- 
vided an excellent foundation for the new airfield. In addition, large quan- 
tities of quarry rock needed to construct runways, taxi ways and parking 
aprons greatly reduced the costs associated with transporting the many tons of 
rock required for the project. 

The nearest populated area to the new base was the township of Limestone 
with 1,853 people in 1940. General Mark Trafton of Aroostook county and B. D. 
Eastman of Washington County first settled this area in 1845. The State of 
Maine granted them the 1,600 acres for their services during the Bloodless 
Aroostook War of 1830. The grant was made possible after the Webster-Ashbur- 
ton Treaty of 1842 (This treaty was the culmination of a long and bitter con- 
troversy with Great Britain over the boundary lines between Maine and New 
Brunswick, Canada). 

Trafton and Eastman built a dam and sawmill on the Limestone Stream and 
established lumbering as the main industry. This early business venture soon 
gave way to an expanding farming industry which grew to be the backbone of 
Limestone’s economy by 1945. The rich soil of the township placed it second 
in Maine for potato production shipment. The area was soon characterized by 
sprawling potato farms. Giant warehouses lined the railroad tracks in Lime- 
stone and surrounding towns with storage capacities ranging from 6,000 to 
60,000 barrels of tubers. According to the 1945 census of agriculture, 
Aroostook county ranked first in potato production for the nation. In 1946, 
Caribou was proclaimed as the largest potato shipping town in the world. In 
short, the economy was experiencing a very favorable upturn. Starch produc- 
tion boomed while lumber and pulpwood markets improved. The local population 
anticipated the arrival of the base to further boost the area’s economy. 


Air Might in Maine 


Loring Air Force Base 
Downstreet, Maine Sunday Telegram 


Bill Calswell 


Every Maine citizen - indeed every American citizen - would be awed by the 
men, the machines and the mission of Loring Air force Base, on the outskirts 
(the airmen will like that word) of Limestone. 

From the “Boomer” tankers - the men in the tail who “fly” the fuel hose 
into the one foot square mouth of a bomber’s fuel tank at ground speeds of 600 
miles an hour; to the Electronic Warfare officer with his terrifying array of 
secret black boxes; to the science - fiction instrumentation panels of the 
navigator and radar officers in their cramped windowless Black Hole of Cal- 
cutta which they call”home;” to the pilots and plane commanders flying 238 
tons weight; all these men and thousands more in the Strategic Air Command 
are hard trained and mercilessly rehearsed at their complex jobs. 

And thank God they are! Millions of lives far beyond Loring hinge upon 
them being totally right, not most of the time, but every second all the time 
they are on the job. 


CHRONOLOGY 


1941 


The story of Loring AFB can not be completed without the history of the 
42d Bomb Wing. Loring is to the 42d as to the 42d is to Loring. They are the 
same. The birth of the 42d Bombardment Wing can be traced back to the mists 
of antiquity that hung over the United States before World War II. 


Jan. 15 The 42d Bombardment Group (M) was activated from part of the 7th 
Bombardment Group (H), GHQ Air Force, at Fort Douglas, Utah, under 
the jurisdiction of GHQ Air Force, with cadre furnished by the 7th 
Bombardment Group (Heavy). Consisted of four squadrons; the 
75th, the 76th, and the 77th, with a Headquarters Squadron, Lt. 
Col. John V. Hart was the group commander. Like many of the 
pre-war fighting units, the 42d had no aircraft to work with, and 
consequently most of its time was spent “hanger flying” with 
ground rules and paperwork. So passed the early months of 1941, 
in the pre-flight state of being. 


May 7 The group moved to Gowen Field in Boise, Idaho. Several months 
later the young flying unit received six B-18 type bombers and 
flying training went into full scale operation. By October faster 
B-26 medium bombers were sent to the 42d direct from the Glenn L. 
Martin plant in Baltimore. 


Dec. 9 A complete new phase of operation began for the 42d Bomb Group on 
December 7, 1941. No one got home for supper that night, and 
those who were on leave or pass or enjoying a peaceful Sunday 
morning in bed, reported back for duty. Most of the operational 
aircraft were immediately ordered to Muroc Lake (Edwards AFB) 
Calif. on a night flight. With maximum effort, the 77th Bomb 
Squadron was built up to full strength and sent to forward bases 
in Alaska. 


Dec. 19 The 77th left for Alaska, under the command of Maj Robert C. Cook. 
The squadron was one of the first units of the Army Air Force to 
operate from advanced bases in the Aleutans and was later to go on 
to a brilliant record in patrol work, but its departure was a 
parting of the way, for the squadron was soon removed from the 42d 
control. 

Four planes, B-26s, were lost to the weather on the flight 
to Alaska; however no one was killed. Lt. Avery was the pilot 
of one of the downed planes; when he was discharged from the 
hospital he was called before his superiors and criticized for 
losing his aircraft. His reply has become the classic of crash 
landers: “Glenn L. Martin can build another B-26, but Mother Avery 
is too old to raise another son.” 


1942 


The history of the 70th. “The Squadrons ground echelon set sail on 
January 1942 for destination unknown,” while the air echelon remained behind 
in the United States pending further orders, after an uneventful beginning. 


Jan. 


Mar. 


May 


May 


June 2 


June 30 


1942 opened for the 42d with another change of station, this time 
to McChord Field, Tacoma, Washington, which many an early 42d 
airman think of as the unit’s original home. Its task was to 
provide coastal patrols searching for Japanese submarines. The 
coastal patrol was a prelude for overseas. The 42d operated from 
a multitude of bases. The ramifications were extended still 
further with the organization of satellite detachments at smaller 
fields up and down the coast and with the removal of the command 
section to Seattle, from which headquarters all activities were 
directed for a time. 

From this command section grew the advance echelon of the 
Fourth Bomber, Command, which later controlled much of the Air 
force’s anti-submarine patrol for the West Coast. 


The 20th and the 390th Bombardment Squadron (M) was activated as 
part of the 42d Bombardment Group (M). 


The 76th departed McChord with its aircraft to join an anti-sub 
marine command at Miami and continued its patrol activities under 
the command of Maj. Woodrow W. Dunlop. 


During the last 20 days of May, at Hickam Field, Hawaii, Capt. 
James F. Collins’ flight had practiced torpedo bombing with its 
B-26s, and it was not long after that their ability was tested. 
They were ordered to participate in the Battle of Midway. The 
action is historically important as the first time in history that 
land-based aircraft were used for torpedo attacks against surface 
vessels. All 42d crews participating received the Distinguished 
Service Cross for their exploit, the sinking of an aircraft 
carrier, as well as accounting for three Japanese Zero fighters. 

It is about here that the saga of the 69th really began. 
Based at New Caledonia, the 69th was the first medium bombardment 
outfit in the South Pacific, and, along with the 70th, which 
arrived at Fiji one week later, was the sole air striking force 
available for use against the Japanese fleet in the South Pacific 
during those crucial months before we had taken Guadalcanal and 
entrenched ourselves there. 


The 70th B-26s, with minimum crews , took to the air on a feat 
never before attempted in this type aircraft, an over-water flight 
of 2,200 miles in land-based medium bombers. 


The 69th and 70th were receiving instructions from the U.S. Navy 


in torpedo bombing. It might be noted here that at that time the 
squadrons were the only medium bombers which were being trained to 


) 


July 


Oct. 


Nov. 16 


1943 


carry torpedoes and to use them against surface vessels. 
The air echelon completed its trip to the Fiji Island. 


Capt. James H. Daugherty flew a submarine patrol that made 42q 
history. Flying an A-29 the old Lockheed Hudson bomber, on the 
first day that the 390th took over the patrol from the 75th, 
which had been relentlessly searching the coastal waters for enemy 
subs for months without making a single sighting, Captain 
Daugherty had not been on search for more than an hour when he 
spotted a Japanese submarine. It was typical of the good hunting 
luck that the small Texan with the fighting heart was to enjoy 
throughout his career with the 42d; it was also an all time 
record for a colossal snafu. Captain Daugherty made a 2 mile bomb 
run, opened his bomb bay and released his bombs. All were near 
misses, which would probably have decided the issue permanently, 
but, unfortunately, in the excitement of the chase, he had for 
gotten to arm them. Returning to strafe, he swooped in again and 
the gunner, Sgt Robert Strempeck, strapped in his turret, got his 
bead and was set to squeeze his triggers when he discovered that 
there were no barrels in his guns! The sub crash-dived and the 
utterly exasperated and crestfallen Captain Daugherty flew back to 
base. The royal “chewing-out” he received was a trifle compared 
with his own disappointment. 


The 70th saw its first combat action in an attack on four Japanese 
transports and their landing parties. 


The 42d Bombardment Group in the fight against the Japanese was raiding 
enemy shipping and airfields. It was a harassing tactic, best described by 
one of the historians of the 42: ‘...ours was the persistent, the day-in and 
day-out raid, search, and sweep. We sought the enemy where we could find 
him... we pounded him and returned many fold the disaster he had loosed upon 


the would. 


Often we cleared the sky over the shipping lanes, often we pro- 


tested the flack, and often flew over the ground troops as they moved in. 
Infrequently spectacular, seldom headlined, yet we were there, always con- 
tributing our lot or our little toward the great end of victory.” 


Mar. 22 


Mar. 28 


April 15 


a 
By order of the Thirteenth Air Force, the 69th and 70th 


Bombardment Squadrons (M) were assigned to the 42d, commanded by 
Col. Harry E. Wilson. 


At 9:30 a.m., the 42d cleared the Golden Gate at San Francisco 
aboard the S.S. Maui. Some of the advanced party had flown out a 
few days earlier in new B-25s the “Billy Mitchell” medium bomber. 


The S.S. Maui put into Noumes, New Caledonia, and disembarked the 
42d overseas. 
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April 17 The 75th went to Plaines des Gaiacs for temporary duty and further 
training with B-25s. 


April 22 Air echelons of headquarters and the 390th flew to Nandi, Fiji 
Island, there to be joined by the nine crews who had flown from 
Hamilton Field, Calif. to Hawaii on 6 March and thence to the Fiji 
Islands. 

Already at Fiji were the 70th Bombardment Squadron (M) back 
in the rest area from its first tour of action in the Solomons, 
but flying search missions for the Second Island Command, and the 
air echelon at the 69th Bombardment Squadron (M)- These two 
squadrons, the 69th partially equipped with B-25s and B-26s, and 
under the command of Maj. Leroy L. Stefonowicz, were assigned to 
the 42d bringing the group’s strength up to four squadrons. 

Both the 69th and 70th had made starts on the brilliant war 
record that were to contribute to the 42’s accomplishments before 
they joined the group. Both had begun their careers as units of 
the 38 Bombardment Group (M). Both were activated at Langley 
field, Va., 15 January 1941. 

The early history and achievements of both the 69th and 70th 
were, unfortunately for a history of this type, not documented and 
recorded in detail. Between the fact that these two organizations 
were moved around the world so rapidly in the pell-mell rush which 
followed Pearl Harbor and the inevitable loss of shipments and 
boxes, many of which contained the only documentary proof of their 
exploits and deeds, the records at our disposal leave much to be 
desired in an accurate account to the 42nd Bombardment Group. 


The 42d Bombardment Group received the Unit Citation for its daring 
support of the Australian invasion of the Japanese oil refinery at Balikpapen, 
Borneo. The mission required the B-25s to fly a 1700 mile round trip over 
open water, a seizable feat in the days when bombers’ ranges were much smaller 
then they are today. For the refinery mission, extra fuel tanks had to be 
placed in the radio compartment of the planes. In spite of the odds against 
them, the 42d inflicted a great amount of destruction and damage. 


1944 


The 42 had received battle honors for the following campaigns, in addi- 
tion to the Unit Citation, China Defensive, China Offensive, Bismarck Archi- 
pelago, New Guinea, Northern Solomons, Luzon, Philippines, Southern Philip- 
pines. 

A little known event took place this year. In 1944 three B-29 Super- 
fortresses, had problems during a combat mission. The plans landed in Russia 
which was our allies. Andrel Tupolev, the aircraft designer for the Soviets 
dismantled the three bombers, and began the process of designing his own air- 
craft. This would be completed in the next few years. The Tu-4 was very 
similar to the B-29. This plane would be designed for suicidal one way mis- 
sions that could reach the United States in time of war, and would give Russia 


7 


the ability to strike the U.S. 


July The 42d was engaged primarily in the neutralization of enemy air 
fields and harbor facilities on New Britain. The Group also acted 
in support of ground forces on Bougainvillea Island and attacked 
all shipping in the Northern Solomons and Bismark Archipelago. 

The 42 bombed airfields and installations on Hew Guinea, Celebes 
and Holmohera in the Malay Archipelago. 


1945 


The 42d spent 30 months fighting the war in the South Pacific. They 
were christened with the name “Pacific Crusaders.” 


March The 42nd moved to the Philippine Islands. The group attacked 
shipping along the China coast, bombed targets in French 
Indochina, destroyed Japanese airfields and installation in the 
Philippines and supported ground forces on Mindanao. 


May The 42d supported Australian forces on Borneo during May and 
June. 


Jul. 23-30 During this operation that the 42d BMG (M) was awarded the 
Distinguished Unit Citation for its Support of the invasion of the 
Japanese oil refinery located at Balikpapen, Borneo. This mission 
was performed under the command of Col. Paul F. Helmick, who took 
over from Colonel Harvey on May 10. 


After the war ended the 42d was assigned the task of ferrying troops and 
equipment to Manilla. 


1946 


The 42d served as part of the occupational forces. Maj. Thomas B. Vad- 
dell became the last to serve as Group Commander. 


May 10 The 42d and all its squadrons are deactivated. When it was over, 
everyone thought of getting back home. Somewhat overshadowed by 
the victory and men re-adjusting their lives back home in the 
United States, was the deactivation of the 42d Bombardment Group. 


This ends one chapter of the 42d Bomb Wing, with a new chapter starting below. 


IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
FOR DISTRICT OF MAINE 
NORTHERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Petitioner, 
V- Civil No. 413 
9,123.27 ACRES OF LAND, 
MORE OR LESS, SITUATE IN 
AROOSTOOK COUNTY, MAINE 
AND ANDREW ADAMS, ET ALS., 
Defendants. 


PETITION FOR CONDEMNATION 


ed 


The petition of the United States of America brought by Edward J. Har- 
ringan, United States Attorney in and for the District of Maine, and E. Donald 
Finnegan, Assistant United States Attorney in and for the said District, act- 
ing under the instructions of the Attorney General of the United States and at 
the request of the Secretary of War, respectfully Shows to the Court: 


In Short 


That by an Act of Congress, which act authorizes the acquisition of land 
for air corps stations and depots, the Secretary of War is authorized to ac- 
quire by purchase, condemnation or otherwise, land that is necessary to pro- 
vide adequately for the establishment of the Limestone Army Air Field, Maine, 
and for related military purposes incident thereto. 


That the Secretary of War has selected for acquisition by the United 
Stated the lands for development and operation of a military airfield by Ex- 
ecutive Order. 


LIMESTONE BEFORE LORING 


Farm families were living on the land raising potatoes in fields that 
had been cleared the hard way. And some were pretty upset with the news of 
the base. Some were outraged. 

One such person who grew up and played at Loring was Evans Charles 
Lister, Evans was killed in the South Pacific in 1943 at the age of 23. He 
was the first casualty of Would War II from Caribou. The Caribou VFW Lister- 
Knowlton Post # 9389 is named for him. The Listers lived in a tar paper shack 
until there house was built on a ledge south of the present-day base hospital. 

After the farms were purchased and the rail spur was completed,the gov- 
ernment and local contractors began clearing trees, building runways, and 
building the base. When they were done no trace of the people who had once 
lived at this site was left. 


Establishment of SAC 


The Strategic Air Command was established as one of the three 
major combat Commands of the U.S. Army Air Forces. General Car) 
Spaatz, Commanding General of the Army Air Forces issued the ney 


command’s first mission: 


Mar. 21, 


The Mission. 


“The Strategic Air Command will be prepared to conduct long-range of- 
fensive operations in any part of the world either independently or in Coop- 
eration with land and Naval forces; to conduct maximum range reconnaissance 
over land or sea either independently or in cooperation with land and Naval 
forces; to provide combat units Capable of intense and sustained combat Oper- 
ations employing the latest and most advanced weapons; to train units and 
personnel for the maintenance of the Strategic Forces in all parts of the 
world; to perform such special missions as the Commanding General, Army Air 
Force may direct.” (1) 


Gen. Kenney, the first commander of SAC opened his headquarters at 
Bolling Field, Washington, D.C., early in the spring of 1946. His assets were 
pitifully inadequate. It was appropriate that the first two air forces as- 
Signed to SAC should be the Fifteenth and the Eighth, but aside from the 
names, they bore little resemblance to the great World War II strategic air 
forces that had dealt Germany such terrible blows. Between them they had only 
nine bombardment groups and two fighter groups. The bombardment groups were 
equipped with B-29s. The fighter groups had Would War II P-47s and P-5ls, 
Among the 600 aircraft assigned to the Strategic Air Command, there were only 
three jet planes. p-80s shooting Stars. (1) 

The mission was to be prepared to conduct long-range operations in any 
Part of the world at any time. In 1946 its ability to do this fell short of 
this goal. The B-29s could not attack intercontinental targets from the 
United States, and the B-17s were already obsolete. There were no adequate 
bases overseas to be used in an emergency. And the United States did not have 
the base facilities to accommodate the larger bombers. (1) 

Demobilization had ripped the organizational fabric of most of the units 
into shreds, and they could not muster enough combat and ground crews to be 


On May 1, 1946, SAC had only one unit. The 509th Composite Group at 


Roswell Field, N.M. Capable of delivering atomic weapons. Fortunately, the 
509th, which 


> Of sus 


had dropped the atomic bombs on Japan, happened also to be cap- 
ained combat Operations. It would serve as the nucleus around 
ae an all atomic striking force. It was also the start of 


one ’ 


, 


SAC consistently received top priority among the Air Forces’ combat 
commands from the beginning. But SAC lacked planes, bases, equipment, and 
trained men. (1) 

Nuclear weapons development and production proceeded at an ever in- 
creasing rate after WW II. Although a sense of urgency existed at this time, 
production of nuclear weapons was slow and development suffered from low 
funding and technological difficulties. But improvements in production and an 
increase in the number stockpiled led to an increase in pressure for an ex- 
pansion of the then four National stockpile sites. The exact location of 
these sites was top secret. These sites were code named Able, Baker, Charlie, 
and Dog. 

This top secret program was the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project. 
AFSWP was established and was assigned the mission of assisting in the devel- 
opment of military applications for the atomic energy. Beginning in 1947, the 
AFSWP located at Sandia Base, Albuquerque, New Mexico organized and trained 
teams capable of assembling atomic weapons. The need for smaller 
“operational” storage sites became apparent. The Atomic Energy Commission 
(AEC) planed 13 original sites. Site 5, code named Site Easy and called the 
North River Depot was being planed for Limestone. 

What is known is that these maximum security storage areas for the most 
advanced weapons of mankind, were to be built next to the SAC bases which had 
the ability to deliver these weapons. 


(1)A History of The United States Air Force(Arno) 


1947 


Limestone Army Air Base 


In 1947, 9,381.59 acres of northern Maine farmland transformed into 
Limestone Air Force Base. Chosen for its northeastern most location (300 
miles closer to the Soviet Union) and level formation, the site was conducive 
to clear air approaches from all directions. It was to become one of the 
country’s bulwarks in the northeast against the cold war and one of the coun- 
try’s great Strategic Air Command bases with a capability for air strikes any 
time or anywhere. So the base transformed farms of over 111 farm family into 
new base. The base site, authorized in 1947, was not a primitive forest as 
some accounts reported. A lot of the “yirgin timberland” was long gone from 
Aroostook County before 1947. 

The Boston Globe labeled Limestone a frontier town “with aspects of a 
Klondike boom settlement in wilderness terrain. The boom referred to the $ 35 
million construction job the base created. The federal government, by eminent 
domain, took the farms for the purpose of a military base for the common good. 

Lane Construction Corporation of Meriden, Connecticut, and T. W. Cun- 
ninghan, Inc., of Bangor, Maine were the contractors. The new base had to be 
built in phases due to its enormous size and limited funds. Many local people 
were disappointed due to the large number of skilled workers being imported in 
from southern Maine . 

Limestone was to be the first air base in the country designed and built 
around a new architectural concept to accommodate the demands of high speed, 
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iff - acemaker with a gross weigh 
spa erat eh cake. 1 "e a appara ie in layout fos the elder “a 
300,000 pounds. This made it tota x tat ’ ar 
hat were being converted to air bases. Original plans included two 
carat north-south runways. The entire plan never became a reality, tho 
reane for this was realized by only a few of the top SAC brass. 

The area, already in midst of a housing crunch, was quickly Overwhelmeq 
by the new base. As a partial solution, the contractors obtained a number of 
old buildings from an abandoned WW II airfield at Houlton, and cutting them 
into quarters, trucking the pieces to Limestone, and reassembling them in the 
general area of the current NCO club and bowling alley. The resultant camp 
included more than 20 structures, providing living quarters for 600 men, 
messing facilities, infirmary, fire station, theater, and canteen. | 

Another problem facing employers for the project was recruiting a suf- 
ficient number of laborers willing to work in a severe climate at a remote 
location. A typical winter in Limestone meant an average snowfall of 90 
inches and temperatures of minus 30 degrees and lower. For example, in 195] 
when the Korean Conflict caused the acceleration of construction, efforts to 
recruit engineers and inspectors from the Boston vicinity resulted in eight 
out of 10 prospects declining to work at Limestone AFB. 


ny 


April 5 Army issued initial directive authorizing the construction of 
Limestone Army Airfield. 


April 24 Brig. Gen. R. Moses, Chief of New England Division of Army 
Engineers approved the Limestone site for the new base. 


May 23 Contract signed with Lane Construction Corporation and T.W. 
Cunningham for building of runway, taxiway, Arch Hanger, utility 
systems, etc. 


May 25 Heavy earth-moving equipment began pouring into the Limestone 
area. 

June Contractors began clearing trees and underbrush for airfield and 
hangar. 

August 7 First deed filed signifying acquisition of the initial piece of 


property for the airfield. 


August 8 Limestone township votes in favor of allowing government to run a 
railroad through town toward the new base. The (AEC) Transports 
all Nuclear Weapons by Train. This railroad is going to go on the 
base and to the North River Depot. The reason for the use of 
North River Depot is that anyone looking at a shipment will not 
notice that it is going to an AFB.’ At this time atomic weapons 
are transported by train. 


Sept. 18 The Department of the Air Force was created as a military service 


coequal to the Department of the Army and the Department of 
the Navy under the Department of Defense. 


tz 


1948 


Jan. 13 Base redesignated Limestone Air Force Base. 


June 16 First concrete pour of the hangar’s arched roof took 27 hours and 
36 minutes. 


Sept. The first aircraft landed on the nearly completed runway - the 
contractor’s twin engine Cessna. 


Nov. 30 Runway, taxiway and parking apron completed. 


Lt. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay succeeded Kenney as commander of SAC in October 1948, 
and his tenure from 1948 to 1957 would identify the man with SAC. Gen LeMay 
was a leader and driver of men. He impressed on the command his own single 
mindedness of purpose and iron resolution on the command. His insistence on 
the highest standards of readiness and performance eventually gave the command 
the pride of professionalism that have always distinguished the great military 
forces of history. (1) Like the Marine Corps was to the Navy, SAC was to the 
Air Force an elite group. 


(1)A History of The United States Air Force(Arno) 


1949 


On September 23, President Truman announced that the Russians had ex- 
ploded an atomic Bomb. Overnight the world changed. The nation suddenly re- 
alized that they did not have an atomic bomb monopoly. Would War II had been 
over for four years and the United States had dismantled its huge military 
machine. An anxiety had been born in this nation that would not end until the 
fall of the Soviet Union. 

SAC’s role as the nuclear deterrent force imparted a sense of urgency 
throughout the command. As the ability of the Russians to launch a nuclear 
attack against the United States increased, SAC’s importance as the shield of 
the Free World took on added meaning. SAC’s ability to strike swift and 
overpowering blows against an aggressor became the paramount concern of the 
command. They knew that there would be no time to get ready once the fighting 
had started. 

Much had to be done before the Air Force could use Atomic Weapons on a 
large scale. In December of this year the Air Force set up the Special Wea- 
pons Command for the development and testing of atomic weapons. This command 
worked closely with AEC’s primary contractors-the Sandia Corporation and the 
Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory. 


June 30s Arch Hangar Completed. 
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1950 


SAC’s mission required that in peacetime it behave as if it were at war. 
Obviously, there were limits to how far it could go in this direction to 
facilitate this. It could not hit wartime targets or drop real bombs. But 
SAC’s training certainly became as demanding and realistic as was ever devised 
for a modern military force in peacetime, and its global scope was truly 

ing. (1 
ae ae Marshal and the Director of Special Investigations shared 
the responsibility for police and security functions in the Air Force. After 
September of this year, these agencies were under the Deputy Inspector Gener- 
al. The Provost Marshal supervised the internal security program at all USAF 
installations and industrial establishments. A well trained and well equipped 
air police force maintained discipline and enforced law and order. (1) 

Because of the increased security consciousness in SAC, the Provost 
Marshal put a greater emphasis on protecting USAF installations and equipment 
against sabotage. This concern led to the setting up of many additional 
physical safe\guards, such as chain-link fences, guard towers, floodlights, 
and warning systems. Considerable progress was also made in developing local 
ground defenses for all air bases. (1) 

In response to continuing cold war tensions with the communist block and 
growing unrest in Korea, at the direction of headquarters SAC, 8th AF imme- 
diately organized a base detachment to be in place prior to the target date 
and capable of refueling and dispatching six B-36s on maneuvers. (1) 

By July 1, SAC Headquarters and General Sweeney stated that the Korean 
Conflict had increased the Operational capability desired at Limestone. In- 
stead of supporting six B-36x, SAC officials wanted the 4215th capable of 
handling 30 B-36s on a single maneuver. (1) 


May USAF Headquarters establishes June 15, 1950, as target date to 
Start limited operations at Limestone. 


June 2 Major Ryan and a seven-man team, evaluated Limestone’s capability 
to physically support the detachment and determined the facilities 
could easily support this mission. 


June 9 An 8th AF tactical unit will be used for temporary duty at 
Limestone. The detachment of seven officers and 78 airmen are 
sent to Carswell AFB, Texas, and received briefings of the job 
ahead. The next day, a C-97 airlifted them into Limestone. 


June 10 8th Air Force established a base detachment at Limestone AFB with 
85 personnel. Lieutenant Colonel James R. Wiley, of the 509th 
Bombardment Wing, assumed command of the detachment and accepted 
Custody of the completed facilities. These included the runway 
and ramp area, Arch Hangar, Base Operations and control tower. 


June 12 


Base Operations received and dispatched its first aircraft. — 
= 9 ae * Saag a” <5 


June 28 First AF-awarded contract to Limestone AFB was for construction of 
a security fence. Cyclone Fence Division of American Steel & Wire 
Company of New Jersey received the contact. The Internal Security 
Act of 1950 requires signs to be located on the outside of the 


fence. 
if a 
WARNING 
U.S. AIR FORCE INSTALLATION 
It is unlawful to enter this area without 
permission of the Installation Commander 
Sec. 21, Internal Security Act of 1958; U.S.C. 7197 
While on this Installation all personnel and 
the property under their control are subject 
to search. 
July 1 Detachment designated 4215 to Base Service Squadron. 
July 3 Weather station established at Limestone. 
Aug. 13 4215th received its first permanently assigned aircraft, a C-47. 
Aug. 28 Mr. T. K. Finletter, Secretary of the Air Force visits Limestone. 
Sept. 22 Colonel David C. Schilling successfully made the first 
transatlantic non-stop crossing in a jet aircraft. Flying an F- 
84, he completed the 3,300 mile trip from Manston, England, to Lime 


stone in 10 hours and one minute with three mid-air refuelings. 
This mission also marked the longest single-engine jet flight ever 
made at that time. 


Sep. 6 Lt. General Curtis LeMay, Commander-In-Chief of SAC arrives at 
Limestone. 

Sept. 28 Blue Air Force uniforms issued to assigned airmen. 

Sept. Limestone AFB designated as a SAC Foreign Clearing Station. 

Cet 2.0 SAC establishes a Public Information Office and Photo Lab at 


Limestone AFB. 


Oct. 26 Detachment 2, 657th Aircraft Control and Warning Squadron 
activated. 
Nov. 13 Civilian Fire Chief hired. Became the first civilian to be hired 


by the Air force at Limestone AFB. 


(1)A History of The United States Air Force(Arno) 
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i 15 August 1951, as a 10-bed in- 
ical Group was activated on 
The me eon abe ins Air Force Base. In April of 1953 a new 109 
fea mtasaacn facility was constructed at a cost of $ 2.4 million. The 


isi i ted from the penthouse atop the hospi- 

Arm evision station was tes 
ri higes. ri 1982 an earthquake that rocked northern Maine and New Bruns- 
wi Siena would result in its shutdown and the rebuilding of a new hospi- 
ee The old hospital known as the “Old Green Monster” was fondly remembered 


tal. This hospital would 


by all the “Air Force brats” that were born at Loring. 
serve the community of Loring well for many years. 


Jan. 15 7th Bomb Wing stages B-36s through Limestone on way to England. 
First time a B-36 ever landed outside the United States or its 

territories. 

Caswell Air Force Station Became operational. The 766th Aircraft 

Control and Warning Squadron (formerly Det 2, 657th) also became 

Operational. 


April 


May Dining hall received its first shipment of cups. Prior to this, 

the men had used soup bowls for coffee cups. 

July 1 4215th Base Service Squadron redesignated 4215th Air Base 
Squadron. ; 


Aug. 4 Construction began on a maximum security storage area located in 
the northeast corner of Limestone AFB. National stockpile sites 
Or operational storage sites were needed. one of the new sites 
was to be built at Limestone, Maine. This site at Limestone was 
the first and the largest “operational” storage site in the United 
States to be constructed in association with huclear weapons. 
It’s exact location was classified as “Top secret” and it’s code 
name was “Site Easy”. 

The architect-engineer for the project was the Black and 
Veatch firm of Kansas City, MO.. Following the construction, the 
facility would be assigned the mission of protecting and 
maintaining the weapons owned by the Atomic Energy Commission and 
used by the United States Air forces’ Strategic Air Command, and 
NATO. 

This area included a large living compex of barracks and 
recreational facilites, warehouse, officer, weapon maintenance 
areas and 28 storage igloos. The area was a complete mini-base 
whose mission would be to protect and maintain the nuclear 
weapons deployed by the United States. 


Aug. 15 USAF Infirmary activated at Limestone with 10 active beds. 


Sep. 23 Mr. LeBaron, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Atomic, Energy, 
visited the base along with a group of Air Staff officers for the 


same purpose. 
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Another group from the 1lth Bombardment Wing located at Carswell 


AFB, Texas. They came not only to review but to discuss a 
proposed move. 


Nov. 15 The 3080th Aviation De 
Command. 
The facili 
for many d 
under the 


pot Group activated under the Air Material 
Assumed control of the maximum security storage area. 
ty was to be designed as a forward distribution point 
ifferent types of atomic weapons. This area which was 
AEC turned on its electric fences and began operation. 


Dec. 15 The 3080th Aviation Depot Group of the Air Material Command, 
arrived and claimed a patch of ground in the northeast corner of 
the base. Crew had Started construction in August on the maximum 
security storage area located there. Originally called the 
3080th. By the end of the summer, enough construction was 
completed for the 3080th to become operational, and ready to 
Support a bomb wing. 


1952 


The Special Weapons Command became the Special Weapons Center under the 
ARDC. 


SAC insignia approved. On 4 January, Headquarters USAF approved an insignia 
for the Strategic Air Command. The design for the insignia evolved out of a 
contest conducted in late 1951. With a $ 100 U.S. Defense Bond as the prize, 
the contest drew entries from 60 military and civilian personnel scattered 
throughout the command. The judges, Generals LeMay, Power, and Kissner, se- 
lected the design submitted by Staff Sergeant R.T. Barnes, who was assigned to 
the 92d Bomb Wing, Fairchild Air Force Base, Washington. The significance of 
the insignia: (1) 


The blue sky is representative of the Air Force operations. The arm and 
armor is a symbol of strength, power and loyalty and represents the science 
and art of employing far-reaching advantages in securing the objectives of 
war. The olive branch, a symbol of peace, and the lightning flashes, symbols 
of speed and power, are qualities underlying the mission of the Strategic Air 
Command. (1) 


Jan. Air Provost Marshal received full responsibility for base security 
from the Corps of Engineers at Limestone. This action replaced 
the civilian gate guards with Air Policeman. 


Feb. A fire at the Central Heating Plant causes $50,000 in damage and 
temporarily halts construction. 


April Air Installations Office of 4215th assumed responsibility for the 
growing list of completed facilities. 
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Limestone housed 10 F-86s from the 74th Fighter Sq. while runway 


May to 

June repairs were taking place at Presque Isle AFB. 

June 18 An F-89 of the 74th Fighter Interceptor Squadron took off from 
P.I. AFB and was flying level over the new Loring airstrip when a 
wing separated and the aircraft rolled into the ground by the 
rock quarry killing both crewman. 

July First base-owned aircraft crash. A T-7 veered off runway while 
landing. No injuries, but plane was a total loss. 

Nov. 22 Major Loring died on this date while leading a flight of four 
F-80Cs fighters on an interdiction mission northeast of Sagijon, 
Korea. 

Dec. 20 The first issue of the base newspaper was published on this date. 


It was called the RP. No one is sure what that meant. The name 
was changed within months to The Limelite. 


The development of the thermonuclear bomb in 1952 required further adjustments 
of aircraft and training programs. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 


LS) aye 


The reactivation of the 42d in strength and status to that of a Strate- 
gic Air Command Bombardment Wing, the Pacific “Crusaders” of World War II cut 
their teeth on a latter-day role of the Cold War. That of the peacemaker, the 
new giant B-36. The Pacific “Crusaders” are back. 

The United States Air force press release issued, “From the fields and 
forests of Northern Maine, the Limestone Air Force Base flight line has 
emerged as ‘home base’ for one of the mightiest striking forces ever known to 
man.” 
As personnel strengths climbed upward, housing availability nose dived 
towards zero. Many airmen solved this problem by purchasing mobile homes. 
The Air Force provided another alternative with the largest housing projects 
ever proposed in the state of Maine. The Wherry Housing Project was sponsored 
by Murchison Brothers and Company of Dallas, Texas, along with Mr. David Muss 
and Mr. N.K. Winston of New York City, and the Federal Housing Administration 
of Bangor. They were to build 1,500 apartments at a cost of $ 14,551,800. 


But housing was not the only project going on. . 
Other projects completed in 1953 included increased aircraft taxiway a 


parking areas, Airmen's Service Club (Whispering Pines) and the Boe ae 
tary School. Eight multipurpose hangers to the northwest were bui inet 
seat Base Chapel, A huge gymnasium, commissary store, headquarters building, 


and a modern photo laboratory were completed. a 
The wing spent its first nine months of existence flying numerous B-36 


its 
training missions and handling several large deployments of other unit 
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through Limestone AFB. The 


AeeLh pene bound aircraft was emphasized by the deployment of the 
Se ceirhats Pot Mded den AFB; Florida to England. The 306th had just become 
eat Ray] wing. It arrived at Limestone in three flights of 


15 aircraft each, stayed overni ht a 
nd 
tour of duty. g launched on to England for a 90 day 


Feb. 18 cevchoe B-36 maneuver conducted in Limestones history up to this 
ate. Task force of 26 B-36s spent 10 days at the northern base. 


ore 4215th Air Base Squadron discontinued. Personnel and equipment 


reassigned to the 42d Bomb Wing. 


Mar. 15 F-89 crashed after running out of fuel trying to land. Site is, 5 
miles north west of Loring Strip. Both crewmen were killed when 
the aircraft went down in sleet and snow squalls. 


Feb. 25 42d Bomb Wing activated and assigned to 8th Air Force. 


Feb. 26 Colonel Ramputi Becomes the first commander of the 42d Bomb Wing. 


Feb. 8 General Curtis E. LeMay, SAC Commander, visited Limestone, 
reviewed construction progress and examined the capabilities of 
the 4215 Air Base Sq. His observances convinced him that the base 
was ready of assignment of a bomb wind and to be full operational. 
The Department of the Air Force accepted. 


Feb. 15 The Department of the Air Force accepted Limestone AFB from the 
Corps of Engineers and turned command jurisdiction over to SAC 
Headquarters. 


Feb. 18 A task force of 26 B-36s had arrived from Carswell AFB, Texas. 
Assigned to the 7th Bomb Wing, the bombers flew several training 
missions during their 10 day stay. It seems most appropriate that 
such a large contingency of B-36s was present during the 
activation of a new B-36 wing. 

The local community quickly responded to this much awaited 
announcement, labeling the activation of the 42d Bomb Wing as one 
of the most significant news items to reach citizens since the 
early days of the base construction. Limestone Town Manager, 
James V. Coyne, Jr., announced, “to you men who safeguard our 
nation’s safety, we wish you to know that our town is your town”. 


Feb. 19 The 42d Supply Squadron was officially activated on this date. 
Captain Earl V. Bennett became the first squadron commander with a 
cadre of four officers and 165 enlisted men. The Latin word 
“Praebemus” meaning “We Supply,” was there motto. 


Feb. 24 The 4215 received orders to inactivate on February 24. On that 
final day, Colonel Rumputi, Squadron Commander issued the last 
special order of the 4215th ABS. This action reassigned his 
1,010, 50 Officers, 717 Airman, and 243 civilians from their duty 
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sections within the Air Base Squadron to comparable Squadrons of 
the newly activated bomb wing effective on the 25th. For exampla 
the Air Provost Marshal became the Air Police Squadron. é 


Feb. 25 The 42d Installations Squadron was activated on this date, 
Captain Glenn Pierce, formerly in charge of the Installations 
section of the inactivated 4215th Air base Sq. was designated as 
Installation Sq. Commander. Six officers and 182 enlisted men 
were assigned to this unit by May. 


Mar. 27-28 Operation Lime Lift airlifted men and equipment in to help 
initiate a full scale B-36 Operation. Two C-124 transports 
brought in 278 men temporarily assigned to the 42d from the 4017th 
Training Squadron, B-36 Transition, Carswell AFB. This group, 
composed mostly of aircraft Maintenance people, assisted in 
setting up full scale B-36 Operations. Lime Lift continued into 
April, bringing men and equipment to meet demands of an expanding 
wing. Among the men that arrived was Colonel Bertram c. Harrison, 
the wings’ new commander. 


Apr. 1 First B-36 assigned to 69th Bomb Squadron, 42d BMW arrived from 
Carswell AFB, Texas. Nine more arrived the next 11 days. This 
gave the 69th Bomb Squadron its full complement of aircraft and it 
immediately launched a vigorous upgrade training program of the 
aircrews to attain a combat ready status as soon as possible. 


Apr. 4 Colonel Bertram C. Harrison assumes command of the 42d Bomb Wing. 
During the change of command ceremonies he reviewed 700 marching 
airmen. Colonel Ramputi remained with the wing as deputy 
commander until June when he assumed command of the Air Base 


Group. 


Apr. 9 First B-36 training mission flown by 69th Bomb Squadron air crews. 
By the end of April, the crews had flown 256 hours in there 10 
bombers. Operating with a limited stock of Parts and supplies, 
the aircrews and maintenance personnel combined ability and 


initiative. 
Apr. 10 First base-sponsored Boy Scout Training Conference Conducted at 


Limestone AFB. 


May 4 Contract Signed for Wherry housing Project. In the United 
States the Air Force depended on Title VIII of the National 
Housing Act (Wherry housing). Although never enough, Wherry 
housing helped relieve the shortage. 
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ee B-47s8 staged through Limestone Air Force Base, Maine, where they 


remained overnight before going on the next day. They landed at 
Fairford RAF Station on the 4th, 5th, and 6th. The B-47 record of 
five hours and 38 minutes over the 3,120 mile route from Limestone 
to Fairford, established by Col. McCoy, 306th Wing Commander, on 


April 6, indoctrination fli 
ght was broken nine time bef 
deployment was over. (2) at oe 


July 4 Base Open House, Brig General Harrison and Mr. K.B. Russell, an 
RCA vice-President, conducted an official dedication ceremony, 
addressing the crowd via TV sets located in the ramp area. 


July B-47s from the 42d Bomb Wing were sent to bases in Cal. Aircraft 
departed Loring fully loaded and sat on the runways of other bases 
in alert status as a show of force of what may happen if 
negotiations do not come to a successful end quickly. 


Jul. 27 An armistice was signed on this date and the Korean War ended. 
Aug. 4 First Open House held with 75,000 people in attendance. 

Aug. 31 Searsport pipeline became operational. 

Sept. 16 Weapons storage area operated by 3080th Aviation Depot Group 


renamed Caribou Air Force station. 


Sept. 28 Damon Elementary School opened its doors for 116 military 
dependent children. 


Nov. 20 Base officials held opening dedication ceremonies for the first 75 
Wherry units completed. 


Dec. 25 SAC Headquarters activated the 42d Bombardment Wing, Heavy, 
located at Limestone AFB, Maine, and assigned the wing to 8th AF 
Headquarters. Colonel Ramputi assumed command of the 42 Air Base 


Group for one day. 


Dec. 25 First broadcast by the experimental television station at 
Limestone AFB. Pioneer of Armed Forces Television. 


Dec. 26 Lt Colonel William W. Pannis became the 42d first wing commander. 
Interestingly, this important change in status at Limestone went 
almost unnoticed by its assigned personnel for two reason. First, 
the change had little immediate effect on their daily routines. 
Second, the unit had its hands full with the largest B-36 maneuver 


ever conducted at Limestone up to that time. 


(2)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 
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1954 


Bad weather during September and October delayed the harvest of the 


Aroostook potato crop until much of the itinerant labor force had tice ce 
looking for work. The surrounding communities appealed to General Harrison 
for aid in harvesting the crops before the first frost. He authorized the 
release of 10 percent of base personnel at one time on three-day passes to 
assist the community. More than 300 airmen responded, along with many de- 
pendents, to the appeal for help. Their assistance enabled a large number of 
local farmers to harvest their crops and escape economic disaster. 

During this year the 303rd and 43rd Bomb Wings each staged through 
Limestone with 45 B-47s on their way to England. They used Limestone AFB on a 
regular basis. 

Base military strength climbed above 5,000 and assigned aircraft rose to 
63. Assigned aircraft included: 31 B-36s; 21 KC-97; 2 C-119s; 3 TB-25s; 2 C- 
45s; 2 C-47s8 and 2 H-19s. The completion of the Wherry Housing project pro- 
vided sufficient housing. The only problem that families of government hous- 
ing had was inadequate amount of furniture to establish housekeeping. 

Central Furniture Company of Bangor provided three rental furniture 
packages designed to meet basic family needs. Ranging in price from $ 18 to 
26 per month and with an option to buy. This arrangement enabled many airmen 
to move into base housing. 

Other construction that would take place was the new contract for a 
mammoth double cantilever maintenance hanger that would dwarf the Arch Hangar. 
J. W. Bateson Company of Dallas, Texas would complete this. The design of the 
double cantilever hangar (hence, the name DC Hangar) which had first been 
constructed at Pease Air force Base, New Hampshire would cover approximately 
3.5 acres with dimensions of 250 feet by 600 feet. It contained four three- 
story shops along the centerline of the floor, each serviced by a freight 
type hydraulic elevator. The large structure, would be constructed by Albert 
A. Lutz company, New York. 

Construction of the additional multipurpose hangars progressed at a 
steady pace. Six had been completed by November. The remainder would be 
completed in early 1956. 


Jan. 5-7 Brig. Gen. W.P. Fisher declared 42d BMW Operationally capable. The 
efforts of wing personnel in Supporting staging operations and the 
upgrading of B-36 crews to combat ready status bore its fruit 
The 42d was operationally capable of implementing its Emergency, 


War Plan (EWP) strike mission and su 
5 a orting o 
missions. PP g other units on EWP 


Mar. 16 University of Maine first offers college courses on-base. Three 


courses available: U.S. history, F i 
Sie + Freshman English Compo 
American Government. Cost: $30 per course. : Oe 


Mar. 21 First services held in the newly completed Base Chapel. 


April 


524th Air Force Band assigned to Limestone AFB. 


television Station moves out of experimental stage. 


May 9 


May 21 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. 14 


Sept. 


Oct. 1 


Oct. 8 


Oct. 


Oct. 


Oct. 


Operation Full House, ten B-36s launched from Limestone, flew 
simulated strike missions against targets in the Savannah, 
Georgia, area and recovered at a post strike location, Ramey AFB 
Puerto Rico. Personnel performed all phases of the mission 
smoothly and achieved excellent bombing results. This certified 
the wing’s ability to do its job and signaled the wing had come of 
age. 


Ceremonies dedicating the new base name in honor of Major Loring 
were held in front of Base Headquarters. Loring AFB would become 
effective October 1, 1954. 


Mission Alamo; 13 B-36s of the 42d flew in an Air Defense 
Penetration mission against North America’s early warning systems. 


Contractors finish Wherry Housing Project 


Wing makes its first overseas deployment to England for seven 
days. The 42d BW deployed to its forward operating locations in 
England and conducted training maneuvers for seven days. 

Operation Stop Sign, 17 B-36s launched on the mission the 14th, 
recovering into Upper Heyford and Burtonwood. This was first wing 
aircraft deployment as a unit to an overseas location. 


Army activates 548th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion at Lime 
stone. These installations are placed outside of the base. 


Limestone AFB renamed Loring AFB effective this date. Done in 
honor of Maine war hero who died in Korean war. 


Headquarters SAC activated the 45th Air Division at Loring AFB. 
Gen. Harrison assumed command. 


First class of the Loring NCO Preparatory Academy held. 


The 1974th Air and Airways Communications Squadron activated 
aground-air radio station to support Air Force and SAC mission 
requirements. 


Loring designated as primary staging base for jet fighters flying 
between U.S. and Europe. 


The 380th Air Refueling Squadron, Sheppard AFB, spent 10 days at 
Loring, conducting training missions with 20 KC-135s. 


The presence of the 380th ARS KC-97 gave Loring a glimpse into the near 


future. 
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Mar. 6 


Mar. 28 


Mar. 8 


May 4 


June 16 


July 28 


Sept. 


Sept. 18 


Oct. 13 


Nov. 2 


Nov. 3 


Nov. 19 


First B-36 to crash at Loring AFB. Also, only B-36 lost by the 
42d BMW. Eleven crew members survived; aircraft consumed by 
The aircraft struck its right jet pod against a snowbank 


flames. 
while landing at Loring. The plane went out of control, crashed 


and burst into flames. 


1, The 42d again went to England. In a unit 


Operation Portcal 
mbat mission. 19 B-36s sent. 


wide simulated co 


The 42d ARS completes its first in flight refueling mission. 


Excavation began for runway extension and repaving of certain 
sections. Runway extension and partial resurfacing was completed 


in late November. Air Force planners directed these 
improvements in anticipation of the B-52 assignment to Loring 


in 1956. 
First B-52 assigned to Loring arrives. 


Loring’s Radar Approach Control Center (RAPCON) became 
operational. 


42d BMW came under control of B-2 Equipping Team at Castle AFB, 
California. 


Brig. Gen. W. K. Martin, 45th Air Division commander, and a team 
from the 42d BMW visited Castle AFB, California for the projected 


B-52 conversion. 


Wing deploys a major task force of 24 B-36s and 1,800 personnel to 
Upper Heyford, England on Operation Sea Legs. This task force 
conducted simulated combat missions for 30 days. 


42d ARS deployed all aircraft and personnel to Thule AB, Greenland 
for a 60-day tour of duty. 


DC Hangar completed and accepted by base. 


Wing returns from England. 


(1)A History of the United States Air Force 1907 to 1957; Goldberg 


1956 


Reaching and keeping the high standards of performance required by LeMay 
was not without its human cost. There was another human toll exacted by the 
mental and emotional stress of life in SAC. To the attitude of mixed exas- 
peration and pride with which Many officers and airmen viewed themselves, 
their activities, and their command, they gave the name “SAC-happy.” The ex- 
asperation grew out of the tensions of living under a state of constant alert 
and flying frequent long-range flights. Flying at all hours of the day or 
night and frequent absences from home ranging up to three months further com- 
pounded this abnormal Situation. Normal home life proved difficult to main- 
tain, and both the flyers and their families suffered. Under these circum- 


stances, the equivalent of combat fatigue in peacetime became a not uncommon 
phenomenon in SAC. (1) 


Bombing competition grew along with SAC, in 1956. Loring Air Force 
Base, Maine, serving as the Staging base for eight B/RB-36 and two B-52 wings. 
Each participant of the 42 Wings sent two crews. For the first time, jet re- 


connaissance aircraft (RB-47s) competed against bombers in bombing competi- 
tion. (2) 


East Loring or Caribou Air Force Station, was of concern during this 
year. Most of the information was classified and still has not been released. 
But the people assigned to East Loring were involved in a top secret program 
that was of higher classification then a Top Secret Clearance. This was re- 
ferred to as a Q clearance. Testing was conducted in building 260. This was 
the building that is located in the center of the area and has the two hard- 
ened machine gun structures located in front of it. It is also the building 
that housed the nuclear part of the weapon. 

All personnel working in the weapons storage area were issued radiation 
exposure detectors (dosimeters) about this date. There is a small window in 
the meter that started off as purple; as it was exposed to radiation from the 
nuclear weapons in the area , it turned to red. No questions were ever asked 
and no information was ever given. I have information that this went on till 
about 1963. 

The USAF renamed Provost Marshall to the Air Provost Marshal. 


Jan. 9 First B-52 landed at Loring. While it belonged to another 
command, it heralded the wing’s future conversion from B-36s to 
the new heavy bomber. This was the first B-52 to ever fly over 
the New England area and it touched down at Loring, heralding the 
planned conversion of the 42d Bomb Wing from B-36s to the new 
B-52s. This B-52 remained only a short time though, before 
returning to Eglin AFB, Florida. It belonged to the Air Proving 
Ground Command and had visited Loring as part of a cold weather 
testing program on the plane. The new bomber drew a considerable 
crowd despite bad weather, as Loring personnel got an early look 
at their future weapon system. 


Feb. 13 B-52 Mobile Training Detachment began operations at Loring AFB. 
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Feb. 

Mar. 5 
June 

June 16 
June 22 
Aug. 24-31 
Sept. 6 


12 B-36s departed Loring; thus, beginning the conversion. 
A B-36 crashed and burned after hitting a snowbank during landing, 


The 42d Bomb Wing, Loring Air Force Base, Maine, was the second 
wing to be equipped with B-52s, with the first aircraft being 
delivered in June. The 42d was the first B-36 unit to convert to 
B-52s as the 93d had been a B-47 outfit prior to conversion. 


First B-52 assigned to Loring. First 8th AF unit to receive the 
heavy bomber; second unit in SAC. Also first B-36 unit to make 
conversion. Early in the afternoon, a B-52C, number 3400, made a 
low pass over Loring and landed. Its crew, headed by General 
Martin, disembarked and joined the dedication ceremony in honor of 
Loring’s first B-52. Mrs. W.K. Martin christened it the “State of 
Maine”, breaking a bottle over its nose. The bottle contained the 
waters of both the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, signifying the 
intercontinental operating capability of the new bomber. 

Captain Linwood Wright, a native of Straton, Maine, piloted 
the aircraft on its maiden voyage to its new home and his old 
home. Other crew members on the historic journey included: Capt. 
W. Miller, copilot; Capt. R. Townley, radar observer; Capt. A. 
Maushart, Navigator; 1Lt. K. Madden, electronic countermeasures 
Operator; A1C E. Wolfenlarger, tail gunner. 

The crew, composed of two ex-B-36 and four ex B-47 
personnel, had been assigned to Loring on May 1. They flew the 
aircraft from Lawson field, Washington, a Boeing assembly plant, 
in five hours and 15 minutes, covering the 2,610 miles at speeds 
of 615 miles per hour at times (average speed for the flight was 
500 mph). Major General W.Cc. Sweeney, 8th AF Commander, and Major 
General G. Carter Adjutant General of Maine were the speakers. 


“State of Maine”, the 42d BMW’s first bomber flies the wing’s 
initial training mission. Captain Wright and his 75th Bomb 
Squadron lost no time in getting on with the job of training to 
combat ready status. They flew the State of Maine in the very 
successful accomplishment of the wing’s first training mission. 
The flight lasted seven hours and 25 minutes and encompassed two 
celestial navigation legs, three practice radar bombings and a 
refueling. They rounded out the mission with 18 “touch and go” 


training landings back at Loring. 


Loring hosted the 1956 SAC Bombing Competition. Captain Wright and 
his experienced crew competed in the SAC Annual Bombing 
Competition and placed fifth in crew bombing accuracy among 84 
competitors. Another Loring B-52 flown by Capt. R.J. Hudlow, be 
came the first B-52 to launch in the Bombing Competition held at 


Loring. A Castle based B-52 followed Captain Hudlow 10 minutes 


later. 


Last B-36 departed Loring. Flown to Biggs AFB, Texas, by ee 
members of original crew who flew it into Loring three year 
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Oct. 


Nov. 


Nov. 


Dec. 


13 


24-25 


before. 
The full throated roar of the B-36 piston engines was 


compl 
crenae! pee ced by the banshee wail of the eight B-57 jet 
ome 20 aSSigned to Loring. On this date the last B-36 


left i 
nes Loring and headed for a new home with the 95th BMW at Biggs 


soon SE eee three members of the original crew who had 
GuET Gn inl E er 1097 to Loring in 1953 were also part of the 
wine c Reg ee flight: Major Arthur E, Magrill, Captain 
B-36 2 sams and 1Lt. Thomas G. Loveland. With all the 

S gone, the wing concentrated all its resources in attaining 
combat ready status. But Boeing grounded the big bombers during 
late September and early October while it sorted out a flight 
Safety problem. This and numerous other minor difficulties placed 
the company behind in its production schedule; and its 
delivery Schedule to the 42d. Both delays cost the wing available 
flying time for combat training. The weather at Loring was causing 
certain alternator components to fail in less than half their 
expected life time. This failure rate was accelerated by 
preheating the components before scheduled takeoffs. This caused 
a depletion of spare parts. General Martin informed SAC 
headquarters that 65% of the lost flight training could be 
attributed to aircraft out of commission for parts. 


Loring TV station makes its final transmission. A commercial 
Station began broadcasting the next day. 


Quick Kick B-52 flight. On 24 and 25 November, in an operation 
called Quick Kick, four B-52s of the 93d Bomb Wing joined four 
B-52s of the 42d Bomb Wing for a nonstop flight around the 
perimeter of North America. The most publicized individual 
flight was that of a 93d Bomb Wing B-52 piloted by Lieutenant 
Colonel Marcus L. Hill, Jr. Colonel Hill’s flight, which 
originated at Castle AFB Cal. and terminated at Baltimore, Mary 
land, covered approximately 13,500 nautical miles in 31 hours and 
30 minutes. 

The flight demonstrated both the value and the limitations 
of the KC-97 tanker. Without the four in flight refuelings, the 
flight would have been impossible; but, according to Colonel Hill, 
flying time could have been reduced by at least three hours by 
using the KC-135, an all-jet tanker that was being developed by 
the Boeing Airplane Company. 

Departing from Loring on November 24, the eight bombers 
completed a non-stop flight. This was the longest B-52 mission in 
the bomber’s short history. Flying a total of 31 1/2 hours and 
covering 13,500 miles, the flight accomplished several objectives. 
The flight evaluated crew fatigue in the cramped quarters of the 


B-52 e 


SAC interrupted all training due to the increased level of 
readiness in response to the Suez Crisis. 


Production at Boeing had increased sufficiently to provide the 


(ape) 


wing with 44 of its 45 required B-52s. But the delivery delays, 
maintenance problems and severe winter weather forced General 
Martin to rearrange aircrew training priorities in an attempt to 
meet the February 1 target date for combat ready status. 


(1)A History of the United States Air Force 1907 to 1957; Goldberg 
(2)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur 
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SAC now had the ability to use both atomic and thermonuclear weapons on 
amass scale. By the end of the year, two additional air refueling squadrons, 
the 42d at Loring AFB, Maine and the 99th at Westover AFB, Mass., have 
commenced receiving KC-135s. 

One-Third ground alert. By this year the Soviet union was showing 
progress in developing intercontinental ballistic missiles. In order to 
provide an effective and immediate retaliatory strike force, SAC devised the 
ground alert concept where by it would maintain approximately one-third of its 
aircraft on ground alert, with weapons loaded and crews Standing by for 
immediate takeoff. SAC’s combat wings were neither manned nor organized to 
Support this new concept. 

In order to determine what was needed to develop and maintain a 
one-third alert force, SAC conducted three extensive tests. Loring was not a 
Part of these original tests. But on Oct. 1, it was used on the Re-Run test. 
SAC was convinced that the concept would work and the Stage was set for 
building the Alert Aircraft Parking Area (AAPA). 

To explain this concept, I will begin with one B-52, bomber. When off 
alert status it has two armed security guards Patrolling the area that it is 
parked in. Two guards can cover many planes. When the B-52 is uploaded with 
nuclear weapons this all changes. The crew, maintenance team, and crash fire 
must be standing by. 

Security must be maintained. This means placing a manned entry control 
point, distance security sentries, close boundary sentries every hundred feet, 
a close in sentry at the nose of each Plane just outside the roped off area. A 


operations. This is for each plane. 

The 42 Security Police Squadron, also needed to Support this area with a 
15 man response force which was made up of an Area Supervisor, two four man 
fire teams (FT), Two armed response teams (ART), and one security armed 
response team (SRT). This needed to be inside the confines of the area. A 
back up force with a one hour deployment supported this. Augmentees are used 
for backup on the permitter and distance listening post. 

This area becomes a restricted area. Signs are placed every 50 feet 
around this area. They are enforced. 


‘ 


Jan. 


Jan. 


Feb. 


Mar e 


WARNING 


RESTRICTED AREA 

IT IS UNLAWFUL TO ENTER THIS AREA WITHOUT 
PERMISSION OF THE INSTALLATION COMMANDER 

(SEC. 21, INTERNAL SECURITY ACT OF 1950 U.S.C. 797) 
WHILE ON THIS INSTALLATION ALL PERSONNEL 

AND THE PROPERTY UNDER THEIR CONTROL 

ARE SUBJECT TO SEARCH 
USE OF DEADLY FORCE AUTHORIZED 


Loring had to have all aircraft on alert off within 15 minutes for SAC 
to have any kind of Survivability rate. Maj. Gen. W.C. Sweeney, 8th AF 
commander states “Now we must be off in 15 Minutes.” 


10 


15 


26-28 


16 


B-52D disintegrated during flight. Nine airman were killed, with 
one survivor. A B-52D was flying a training mission when a part 
of the airframe failed. The resulting explosion scattered debris 
over a four mile area. Occurring 11 miles from the base, the 
explosion blew the only survivor, a copilot, completely out of the 
aircraft, enabling him to parachute safely to the ground. 


The Wing exchanged its B-52Cs for the new B-52Ds as they rolled 
off the assembly line. 


Wing attains combat-ready status with 32 crews prepared to execute 
emergency war plans, the minimum number needed. 


The 42d Bomb Wing verifies its combat ready status in operation 
“Tron Clad”. This exercise lasted three days during which 36 
B-52s flew simulated combat missions against targets in the mid- 
west with excellent results. 


Star who made the movie SAC joins the men making up SAC. Col. 
Jimmie Stewart ends five day active duty hitch at Loring. 


Brought another major change for the wing when the propeller 
driven KC-97s gave way to the new KC-135 “Jet Stratotanker.” 
Thus, the 42d Bombardment Wing (H) (SAC) became the first 
operational all-jet bombardment wing in the United States Air 


Force. 


42d BMW conducted Phase I of Project B-52 Re-Run; a test in 
maintaining a B-52 operational alert force that lasted nine days. 


Major Willie A. Sonntag, 42d ARS Commander, flew the wing’s first 
istened the “Aroostook Queen”, into Loring 


KC-135, number 140, chr 
AFB. During flight line ceremonies that followed, his wife 


christened it. 
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Oct. CINCSAC established Loring Alert Force supported by B-47s. sac 
established the Loring Alert Force as part of Reflex Action, a new 
system of operation to replace the 90 day rotational program of B- 
47 wings to its overseas bases. Reflex Action was based on the 
premise that a few crews and aircraft on ground alert at overseas 
bases would be more effective than maintaining entire wings at 
these bases for 90 day tours. When it was implemented ciIncsac 
included several stateside bases for Reflex. Various B-47 wings 
supplied aircraft for the Loring Alert Force, maintaining an 
average of four to six B-47s on ground alert at all times. The 
42d BMW continued to support the force with an average of five to 


six B-52s. 


Six Loring B-52s fly in operation “Long Legs”. The B-52s of the 
42d Bomb wing flew a 10,600 mile nonstop, round-trip flight from 
Homestead Air Force Base, Florida, to Buenos Aires and Back to 
Plattsburgh Air force Base, New York. This flight was made 
possible by three in flight refuelings, two KC-97s and one by 

a KC-135. 

The mission originated from Homestead AFB, Florida. The six 
bombers arrived over Burenos Aires’ Ezeiza Airport in mid-after- 
noon and made a 1,000 foot fly by for large crowds gathered at the 
Argentina’s Annual Aeronautics Week. The crews turned around and 
headed back to Loring but inclement weather forced the crews to 


land at Plattsburgh AFB, New York. 


Nov. 16-17 


First visit by President of the United States (Dwight D. 


Dec. 9 
Eisenhower, en route to NATO meeting in Paris). 


The wing conducted Phase II of Re-Run, under severe winter 
conditions. 


Dec. 9-17 


The conversion had required modifications of hangar doors, realignment 
of taxiway lights and assembly of numerous maintenance stands and equipment 
designed specifically for the B-52. Additionally, all base personnel destined 
to work around the noisy jet engines underwent hearing tests. Later test were 
compared to these baseline audiograms to determine if adequate hearing pro- 
tection was being provided. The hard work of the airman of Loring was the 


back bone for success. 


1958 


The Lebanon Crisis. In mid-July, the President of Lebanon, fearful of a 
Soviet intervention, asked the United States for help. President Eisenhower 
took action by sending forces to the area. SAC was ordered to place its 
bomber forces on alert. SAC was already in the process of building up its 
ground alert force to the one-third level so additional alert forces began 
immediately. (1) 

In a few hours over 1,100 nuclear loaded aircraft were poised and ready 
This full show of force was maintained for several days. The 
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for takeoff. 


Russians were aware i : 
invade Lebanon. Beards Gens became eneak Phatvehsyastcwne cr a og 
: raduall hased d 
This show o Maly own. 
Be tor crave rnaee teen: eoteinis for the next 20 years. It was not 
: int i : 
ing aircraft on alert at the eng © Security Option 1, and Defcon Two. Plac- 


“ of the runw i i 
up in newspapers or on TV. It just See was common. This did not show 


“Peace Is Our profession” adopted as SAC Slogan. In late 1957, as part of a 
reenlistment Program, a 50-foot Christmas tree was erected in front of the 
Headquarters SAC administration Building. Unit commanders could light one of 
the bulbs by reenlisting a given number of first-team airmen. A status board 
was macneasned by the tree to reflect the names of the commanders who met the 
quota. A painter was Called to affix a sign to the quota board reflecting the 
theme of the reenlistment drive. “Maintaining peace is our profession”. But 
the painter found insufficient room to accommodate the words. So Lt. Col. Ed 
Martin and Chief Warrant Officer Ben Kohot, who were the project officers for 
the Tree of Peace Program, decided to omit the word “Maintaining”. Col. Cha- 
rles T. Van Vliet, Eighth Air Force Director of Information, saw the sign and 
liked it. He took the name back to Westover AFB, Mass. and subsequently, 


“Peace 1S Our Profession” appeared on a large sign at Westover’s main en- 
trance. (1) 


Over 38,000 flying hours were registered in B-52s and KC-135s during a 
24-month period. The B-52s logged over 24,800 accident-free hours. In No- 
vember, one accident marred the KC-135 mark of 13,600 hours; however, 24- 
months of accident-free flying followed for the jet tankers. 

Another trophy was awarded the 42d for activities during operation 
Headstart I,” the Eighth Air force “Golden Boom” award for best operational 
achievements by an air refueling squadron. 

The Alert Force took over four wings of buildings 6000, turning it into 
a living area for its growing numbers. Using the large parking apron to the 
south of base operations as the alert aircraft area, aircrews billeted in 6000 
were less than a mile from their planes. 


Jan. Applying the many lessons learned from both phases of Project 
Re-Run, the wing began supporting the Loring Alert Force with six 
B-52s e 

Jan. 18 SAC inactivated 45th Air Division. SAC efforts to streamline 


operations at Loring was no longer needed. The division had a 
three-fold mission; maintain the capability to launch a bomber 
strike force; maintain aerial refueling capability; and serve as a 
staging base for overseas movements. 


Jan. Wing bombers join the Loring Alert Force and the first actual 
alert duty for the 42d air crews. 


Feb. 8 524th Air Force Band inactivated. 


Feb. 28 Secretary of the Air Force signed purchase agreements for 
acquisition of Loring’s 1,500 Wherry Housing Units. 
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Mar. 1 Wherry Housing Units transferred to base control. 


Mar. 11 Maj. C. M. Maloney 69th Bomb Sq, accomplished first successful 
gear-up landing of a B-52 at Westover AFB, Mass. Major Clement M, 
Maloney and his 69th Bomb Squadron crew departed Loring 
to fly a routine bomber training mission. But almost four 
hours into the flight the word routine ceased to apply. The fai- 
lure of several transformer-rectifier units caused much of the 
electrical equipment to cease operating. Major Maloney terminated 
the mission and headed back to Loring, but bad weather diverted 
the bomber to Westover AFB, Massachusetts, where the first of many 
futile attempts were made to lower the landing gear. With all 
possibilities exhausted, Major Maloney decided to attempt a 
wheels-up landing; something only wondered about before. The 
aircraft settled down on the partially foamed runway and slid 
6,000 feet veering slightly to the left and leaving the runway 
hear the end of its slide. The aircrew abandoned the bomber 
without injuries. The aircraft sustained such minor damage that 
the same crew flew it from Westover to the maintenance depot in 
Texas two months later. The well planned and skillfully executed 
emergency maneuver saved the seven lives and a multi-million 
dollar aircraft, put the crew in the record book of firsts, and 
earned them recognition as SAC’s select “Crew of the Month”. 


April 42d ARS received its 20th KC-135, completing its aircraft 
requirements. 


May 42d ARS attained combat-ready status in its new tanker. 

June 8 524th Air Force Band was reactivated at Loring. 

June Three KC-135s added to start supporting Reflex Action force. 
Jun. 26 B-52D destroyed by fire during routine ground maintenance at 


Loring. No Lives lost. The BUFF burned on the ramp. Accumulated 
fuel from an undiscovered leak in the wing tank was ignited by an 
undetermined cause. Everyone involved escaped without injury but 
the flames consumed the aircraft in less than an hour. 


July 15 Wing places all aircrews and aircraft on actual alert due to 
tension in Lebanon. The complete alert force is placed on alert. 
The President of Lebanon suspects that the possibility of an 
imminent Russian invasion might take place. He requested United 
States support. President Eisenhower sent air, naval, and ground 
forces into the area and directed the SAC bomber force to go on 
full alert status. The 42d Bomb Wing ceased all flying, recalled 
its personnel from vacations and temporary duty, and quickly 
brought all aircrews and aircraft to a state of readiness for 
immediate launch. The wing remained poised on full alert for an 
entire week. As international tensions eased, SAC began a gradual 
phase down of the alert commitment. By early August, the wing 
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July 29 
Aug. 17 
Aug. 

Sept. 15 
Oct s 

Oct. 13-18 
Sept. 15 
Sept. 16 


combat 

ecg eae a returned to normal flying activities and alert 
A B-52D dived, out of control 
Eight airman aboard; 

(H) crashed in Harry 

landing. The explosi 
Loring. Again, 

pilot who was ab 


, into a grain field south of Loring. 
one survivor. The B-52 of the 70th Bomb Sq. 
Moore’s farm during a go around while 

On’s force shook buildings at Limestone and 
Only one survived; a standardization instructor 
le to eject just before impact. 


- ie crashed into Power lines and trees on Kahl’s farm after it 
roke up in the air. Seven killed and one injured. 


Base officials forward a request to the Air force for more than 
400 additional individual Capehart Housing units. 


The wing’s reputation for reliability and know-how brought it an 
unparalleled challenge; the pioneer testing of the SAC airborne 
alert concept. Involving both bombers and tankers of the 42d 
Operation “Headstart!” taxed to the utmost the capabilities of 
aircrews, aircraft, maintenance and Support personnel. Among the 
critical problems encountered was the time compression of the 
Maintenance cycle. Rigorous scheduling and close supervision paid 
off in a string, at one point, of 115 consecutive sorties launched 
without an abort. The wing launched a bomber every six hours 
continuously for 91 days. Each bomber flew a 20 hour mission, 
refueling once with 110,000 pounds of fuel from a 42d ARS KC-135. 


B-52 bombers of the 42d accomplished long-range flights over 
Buenos Aires, Argentina and the North Pole. Operation “Long-Legs” 
took 42d bombers 10,000 miles to Argentina and back on a signify- 
Cant non-stop operational mission around North America and 

across the North Pole. These notable flights aided materially in 
the collection of vital Air Force data regarding jet polar 
navigation and long range cruise control. 


Four B-52 crews journeyed to Castle AFB, Calif. for the 1958 SAC 
Bombing and Navigation competition. In a test of all skills 

except air refueling, the Loring airmen showed the other heavies 
how to do it, coming in first among the B-52s. Overall the 42d 


placed fourth. 


Wing B-52s and KC-135s started Head Start I; a three-month test in 
maintaining sustained airborne alert operations. 


B-52D plunges to earth out of control, in Minnesota. Eight airman 
aboard; one survivor. The B-52D was completing a practice bombing 
maneuver and went out of control. Four crew members escaped from 
the bomber but only one survived; the copilot. The others 
received fatal wounds from striking the aircraft as they escaped. 
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Nov. An accident with a KC-135 is reported in the 1963 Loring Year 
book. No information on hand. 


Nov. 26 45th Air Division was activated at Loring again. Colonel S.w.: 
Wells, 42d BMW Commander, relinquished his command of the wing and 
assumed command of the air division. The division resumed 
business with 25 military and four civilian personnel assigned, 
an increase of 15 people compared to its earlier strength. Now, 
the command extended the division’s responsibility to 
organizations located on several bases. 


Nov. 22 A B-47 of the 321 ST Bomb Wing crashed. The crew was killed as 
the aircraft veered to the right during take off and crashed and 
burned in a scrub of trees by the runway. 


Nov. 25 A 42d ARS KC 135 had an emergency landing after smoke filled the 
cockpit. No injuries. 


A 42 Air Refueling Sq. crashed and burned during practice touch 
and goes. Five killed and two injured. 


Dec. 8 Construction began on a $4 million remodeling project of 1,500 
Wherry Housing Units. 


Dec. Loring KC-135, commanded by Capt. James R. Southworth, 
transferred 140,000 pounds of fuel to a 75th BS B-52. 
Largest offload in history of air refueling at that time. 


Dec. 15 42nd Bomb Wing, at LAFB successfully completed Head Start 1. This 
was a B-52 airborne alert test. Maintenance personnel had 
successfully launched 332 B-52s and 335 KC-135s s. The aircrews 
logged more than 5,421 hours of flying during this operation. 
Colonel S.W. Wells, 45th Air Division Commander, recommended that 
SAC make a thorough study of the Manning levels of various 
maintenance and supply fields needed to provide adequate support 
for such an extended operation. Training programs for new 
personnel were practically eliminated during the operation. 
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Gen. Power testified before Congress in February of this year. “We in 
the Strategic Air Command have developed a system known as airborne alert 
where we maintain airplanes in the air 24 house a day, loaded with bombs, on 
station, ready to go to the target. I feel strongly that we must get on with 
this airborne alert. We must impress Mr. Khrushchev that we have it, and that 
he cannot strike this country with impunity.” (1) 

Based upon satisfactory results in 1958, SAC continued to test airborne 
alert in 1959. In November, SAC and the FAA jointly announced the establish- 
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ment of seven air routes over whi 
eae , ich SAC bomb: - 
missions. This was due to eee os bombers would fly low-level training 


: Soviet air defenses at high alti 
This prompted SAC to concentrat ; F g itude. 
be more difficuic. € on low altitude bombing where detection would 


1959 was the year that the B-52D’s began leaving Loring and the first 


step of a SAC plan to convert the 42d to the new B-52G model. The numbe £ 
B-52 squadrons stationed at Loring would also be reduced. This was to e Five 
the Survivability and responsiveness of the bomber resources against the : 
growing Russian missile threat. the tremendous expansion of SAC during the 
1950s had Placed large numbers of aircraft on a single installation making 
these locations attractive targets. Too Many planes operating from a limited 
number of runways also increased the time necessary to get the planes in the 
air. For these reasons, the dispersal program planned to break the large B-52 
units into smaller wings of 15 bombers each, relocating the new wings to bases 
of other commands in most instances. 

The dispersal program at Loring called for conversion of the 69th Bomb 
Squadron to the new G models and send the present D models to Bergstrom AFB, 
Texas, Turner AFB, Georgia, and Westover AFB, Massachusetts. 

The U.S. Army expands there mission with Nike Sites in Grand Falls, 
Limestone, Caribou, and the Conner area. The 548th AAA Battalion would pro- 


vide manning to the sites. The Ajax sites would handle Nike-Hercules or SAM, 
weapons which carried a nuclear warhead. 


Jan. Beginning in January, the 42d put together three straight 
victories in the Eighth Air force “Heads Up” bomber competition. 
Once again, 42d crews showed their superior proficiency, in a test 
of all storable bomber activities throughout the command. 


Jan. 7 42 ARS receives 8th AF “Golden Boom” award for outstanding mission 
effectiveness during November 1958. 


Jan. 10 SAC terminated B-47 participation in the Loring Alert force. The 
42d continued support with six B-52s and five KC-135s. 


March Wing provided refueling support for Head Start II, an airborne 
alert test flown by 28th BMW B-52s. 


May 21 First B-52-G model, # 56500C arrives at Loring, beginning the 
base’s conversion to G models. The plane was commanded by Lt. 


Colonel M.E. Minor. 


June The 27th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Air Defense Command, would 
soon be transferred from Griffiss AFB, New York, to Loring. The 
27th FIS, was one of the oldest flying units in the Air Force with 
its first action as Company K, 3ed Aero Battalion Provisional, in 
1917, flying the skies of France during Would War I. In World 
War II, the unit received credit for America’s first kill. 


July 1 Wing and base reorganized under deputy commander concept. Created 
several new squadrons and redesignated several more. 


July 7 Last B-52D departed station for its new assignment. 
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July 10 All B-52Gs deployed to Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico for 90 days due to 

to runway construction. The 69th received 10 additional «G. models, 

Sept. 25 For unknown reasons the 70th Bomb Squadron received a full 
complement of Gs, and remained part of Loring. 


Nov. 26 C-47 crash landed in wooded area by Grand Falls and St. Leonard 
New Brunswick, Canada. Loring was charged with the ensuing 
investigation and disposition of the crashed aircraft. (* See 


story). 
Oct. 5 Wing’s aircraft return from TDY locations to Loring AFB. 
Oct. 15 The 75th Bombardment Squadron officially transferred to 4039th 


Strategic Wing at Griffiss AFB, New York. 


Oct. 29 The first four F-106s of the 27th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
arrive at Loring In transfer from Griffiss AFB. Eventually 24 
would arrive. Led by Lt. Colonel W.H. Stewart, 27th FIS 
commander. 


Dec. In the midst of growing pains with the ”G” model and the new 
crews, the 42d climaxed 1959 by winning the monthly SAC Totem Pole 
safety award for this month. The years passed without an 
accident, in spite of tremendous operational demands in “Headstart 
II,” the prolonged TDY to Goose AB and Ramey AFB, and exceptional 
demands in training new crews into a new model of the B-52 bomber. 


Loring’s combat aircraft inventory included 30 B-52Gs, 20 KC-135s, and 24 F- 
106s. Construction during 1959 included more than the facilities for the 27th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron. The runway needed urgent repair due to the use 
of a chemical de-icer agent used on the runway. 


A C-47 crash landed in a densely wooded area between Grand Falls and St. Leo- 
nard in New Brunswick Canada. The Crew survived, and was evacuated to Loring. 
Loring was charged with the ensuing investigation and disposition of the 
crashed aircraft. 

The 42 Combat Defense Squadron, assigned A1C Albert J. Cones as a se- 
curity guard to go to the crash site while the investigation and dismantling 
activities were taking place. The fist few days passed uneventfully. A1c Aes 
Cones and the investigation team lived at the crash site, eating Peapares : 
which had been sent along from the base. On the third day, the team woun ae 
the investigation and departed. Another crew, consisting of pa eae ae 
sonnel arrived from Loring and spent the next several days removing se 


able equipment from the plane. 
The team brought its own 

the 11th day, they too left. 

asked Alc Cones if he wanted t 


't = I haven’t been relieved.” ' ~ Gee 
pl A1lC Cones a veteran of 13 years of service at the time, was neve 


i i Or 
take any assigned task lightly. The Fifth Security PaO aie ee, a 
der) reads, “I will quit my post only when properly relieve aoe eS ae 
course was clear; he would stay and guard the plane. Having 
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cook and everyone enjoyed the outing. ee 
But before leaving, the maintenance sae 
o return to the base. A1C Cones told them 


of bread and severa i 
foe ee ee sales of ham by the departing group, he lived very well 
mircrate (Col protece Hin on tis eee bed in the bent fuselage of the 
* u ae i i i 
ful environs of the quiet winter scare soa spent his days in peace- 
It was ’ 

Several days later that a French farmer came slogging in on 
snowshoes to offer Cones a bottle of beer : 
tomorrow is Christmas Day.” up 


until this point, the airman had lost track of the days but, upon having his 


memory refreshed, he began to 

This was when he left th 
ea ES re eer = ae spot in the woods. “The bearded and haggard man 
ward) the crumpled) fuse1 rag the tiny fir tree over five foot snowdrifts to- 
ys Sa ee age of the crashed aircraft in the woods ahead. When 

the wreckage, he plunged the butt of the tree through the thin 
aluminum skin over the nose of the plane and dropped to his knees picking up 
shreds of glass and metal with which to decorate its branches -- stranded 
though he was, he meant to keep the spirit of Christmas.” His holiday meal 
consisted Ob; as it had for several days, tree bark and melted snow. However, 
it was on this day that he discovered a delightful delicacy..... 

One of the wings held a tank of propeller deiceing alcohol which had 
escaped the crash intact. A1C Cones found that, by dipping his fingers in the 
fluid and moistening his lips, he could slake his thirst and also build up an 
internal glow that seemed to lessen his predicament! 

This type of alcohol is not normally recommended for internal consump- 
tion, but Cones managed very well on it for several days. The dawn of his 
28th day at the crash site broke clear and cold. The 20 degree below zero 
weather was no different than that of other mornings, but the sound of an ap- 
proaching engine shattered the stillness of the scene. 

Looking through the woods, Cones could see an NCO from his squadron 
trudging toward him. He recalls this as one of the most welcome sights of his 
life. He still remembers the feeling of shock he experienced, however, when 
the sergeant greeted him with “Where in the devil have you been”. 

AlC Cones was startled to hear he was being carried as AWOL back at the 
base. It was not until someone happened to recall his last known assignment 
that it was decided to check the crash site. Needless to say, charges against 
the dedicated airman were dropped when the whole story came to light. 

Wherever he is, he will always remember the day he knelt in the snow 
beside a crashed “Gooney Bird” and kept Christmas under a tiny tree. Is this 
a fictional passage from the pages of a 25 cent paperback adventure story? 

No, this is one chapter in a 28 day ordeal spent by Alc Albert J. Cones of the 
42nd Combat Defense Squadron, Loring AFB Maine. This story first appeared in 


the Nov. 26. 1963 Limelite. 
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1960 


Senator Margaret Chase Smith during a tour of the base notices that the 
chow hall is serving Idaho potatoes. She throws a bag of the potatoes to the 
ground and tells the Wing Commander and Base Commander that they will only 


serve Maine Potato’s at Loring. 


Aug. 8 A 42a CSGH-19 had three accidents in one month but no injuries, 

Aug. 4-25 The 3908th Strategic Standardization Group, SAC’s special aircrew 
evaluation unit, accomplished a thorough check off the 43d’s air 
crew proficiency. Both flight checks and written examinations 
were given to bomber and tanker aircrews, with near-perfect re- 
sults. This outstanding performance was indicative of the mission 
capability of the 42d. 


Oct. 11 Construction began on a 114 new housing units at Loring: Capehart 
- Rains Project. Project completed on November 8, 1961, two 
months ahead of schedule. 


May SAC reached its goal of maintaining one-third of its bombers and 
tankers on 15-minute ground alert. 


Nov. 18 A KC-135 # 56-3605 of the 42d ARS made a hard landing and fuel 
tanks ruptured causing aircraft to burn. One crew member killed. 


Dec. The wing received its first GAM-77 (later AGM) Hound Dog. 


1961 


On December 11, of this year Robert S. McNamara issued the following 
statement: The introduction of ballistic missiles is already exerting a major 
impact on the size, composition, and deployment of the manned bomber force, 
and this impact will become greater in the years ahead. As the number of 
ballistic missiles increases, requirements for strategic aircraft will be 
gradually reduced. Simultaneously, the growing enemy missile capability will 
make grounded aircraft more vulnerable to sudden attack, and further readiness 
measures will have to be taken to increase the survivability rate of the 
strategic bomber force. (1) 

For the most part, 1961 was a year of progress for the 42d. B-52s and 
KC-135s flew final missions for phase one of Operation “Hot Rocket” during 
February, placing within the top six in the Eighth Air Force Competition, thus 
allowing the wing to continue on to the second phase of the operation. 8-528 
of the 42d placed first, third, and fourth, while the tankers placed first, 

second, and 13th during March in the second phase of “Hot Rocket.” (1) 

An incident took place out at East Loring when two subjects that were 
ling to be fishing were caught by security personnel trying to take 

of apons Storage Area. These subjects were apprehended and found 


to be members of the communist Party 
Base wins the SAC Holloway Navigation Trophy 


Mar. 9 


Mar. 31. 


Mar. 28 


May 


June 


June 7 


June 25 


July 1 


July 11 , 


Aug. 


First Hound Dog GAM-77 B- i issi 
actu ’ 52G operational mission was flown by 


First GAM 72 “Quail” missile arrives at Loring. 


President John F. Kennedy called for one-half of SAC’s B-52s and 
B-47s to be placed on 15-minute ground alert. This was attained 
by July. He also accelerated the B-47 phase out. In a special 
defense budget message President Kennedy directed that the Snark 
missile be phased out as it was “obsolete and of marginal military 
value”. On June 25, less than four months after it had been 
declared Operational, the 702d SMW was inactivated. 


A second evaluation check by the 3908th Strategic Standardization 
Group produced outstanding results. 


The 23d Munitions Maintenance Squadron, would maintain inventory 
of the new air-to-ground Hound Dog and Quail missiles. The 
weapons entered the base armament collection between Dec. 1960 and 
June 61. By December 1961, aircrews had completed the operational 
training of the new weapon systems and both missiles had been 
integrated into the wing alert force mission. The Hound Dog (GAM 
77 or later AGM-28) was a tactical missile capable of carrying 
nuclear warhead and was designed to increase the operational 
effectiveness of the B-52G bomber force. The Quail (GAM 72 or 
later AGM 20) was designed to enhance the survivability of the 
bomber force in reaching their designated targets. It was a decoy 
missile, confusing enemy radar by producing a radar reflection and 
infrared pattern resembling a B-52. 


27th FIS aircraft caught fire on take off. Pilot stopped aircraft 
and safely departed it. He was uninjured. F-106A # 59-0045. 


The 4325th Air Base Squadron was activated for the purpose of 
closing the base and was assigned to the 45th Air Division and 
further attached to the 42d Combat Support Group. 


The 42d Combat Support Group accepted responsibility for 
facilities and buildings at Presque Isle AFB to include 192 Wherry 
Housing units. This is due to the 702d Strategic Missile Wing, 
being inactivated in line with the phase-out of the SNARK missile 


program on June 25. 


The 42d was informed that two of its crews were winners in the 
third and final phase of the Eighth Air Force Operation “Hot 
Rockets.” thus enabling the 42d to compete in the 1961 SAC Bombing 


and Navigation Competition. 


GAM-77 Hound Dog went on alert. 
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The long-awaited and exacting Operational Readiness Inspection 
(ORI) by the Eighth Air Force Inspector General began. B-52', 
roared off Loring’s runway to strike simulated targets, their 
crews hardened by months of practice and tests, the aircraft 
brought up to 4 high plateau of maintenance efficiency. ag the 
results began to pile in, it was apparent that the 42d had done it 
once again and had not rested on its laurels. Further ORI’s in 


October 1960 and May 1961, produced the same “Outstanding” 


Aug. 8 


results. 


4325th Squadron assigned directly to the 42d Combat Support Group, 


The 42d competed at the 61 Bomb/Nav competition held at Fairchild 
AFB, resulting in their attaining fourth place. 


The 42BMW was reorganized, eliminating two squadrons and 
reassigning the Supply Squadron to the wing. 


The 42d Installations Squadron was redesignated 42d Civil 
Engineering Squadron (CES). They had been in operation since the 


early 50’s. 


Dec. 15 City of Presque Isle and the State of Maine took possession of 
buildings and real estate at P.I. AFB on a temporary contract. 


Dec. GAM 72A Quail went on alert. 
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In 1962 the 27th FIS forced down a Russian Bear in U.S. air space, just 
before the Cuban Missile crises started. The Russian plane was forced to land 
at Loring. Personnel on base were told not to say a word about this incident 
only to see a photo of the Soviet plane in the news the next day. 

The Cuban Missile Crisis: The world watched as two superpowers sat 
eyeball to eyeball during the Cuban Missile Crises. The Russian buildup of 
offensive missiles in Cuba began influencing SAC operations days before the 
president revealed the nature of the threat to the American people. On Oc- 
tober 14, SAC flew a U-2 over Cuba and obtained the photographs of Soviet in- 
termediate range ballistic missiles being installed. (1) | 

On October 22, President Kennedy announced the arms quarantine. On this 
same day SAC further intensified its readiness posture. SAC was in Defcon 2, 
and on 24-hour alert. Additional B-52 bombers and tankers were placed on 
ground alert. And the airborne alert was immediately expanded. On October 
28, the Soviet Union blinked. They agreed to remove offensive missiles from 
Cuba. On November 20, Soviet leadership agreed to remove medium bombers from 
Cuba. The quarantine was lifted and SAC went back to normal operations. (1) 

_--—s Due to the number of aircraft needed, B-47s were used in a aispenee ees 
ogram. The program was to provide a means of dispersing aircraft in a 
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force over a number of bases 
installations and civilian ai 
civilian airfields sac coulg 
able to attack from a shorter 
due to the higher number of ai 


Close 
Spon a the area of the Problem. Both military 
be dispe po useds By, providing additional 
distancaom o an area and more bombers could be 

: + Takeoff tim 

rfields. @ would also be reduced 
: ° clo : ‘ 7 
plot located in the northeast Se Caribou Air Force Station, a 400 acre 
home for the 3080th Aviation pe 
POt Group whose sole mission i 

‘ : involved the 
fawsenance and Protection of the Special weapons used by SAC. Air Staff 
members reviewed the overall aj Y . 


Force Logistics Command. They concluded that 
feasible to reduce the number of people and 


: ff and closed off. it is the only building (A 
structure) in the AEC that has been closed off like this. It was not reopened 
till the base clean up started in the 1990's. For the first time since 1952, 
the electric fences of the Atomic Energy Commission are shut off. 

During the year Hard Head VI, another airborne alert operation, moni- 
tored the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System located at Thule, Greenland. 
Both operations Hard Head and Chrome Dome were virtually identical except for 
the routes flown. 

When tasked with these exercises the wing launched two combat-ready B- 
52s approximately every 20 to 23 hours continuously for the duration of the 
operation. These operations lasted 30 to 60 days each. The 42d ARS crews and 
tankers supported these missions, occasionally in conjunction with wing bomb- 
ers but more often by separate tasking's. Aircraft and crews of the 42d BMW 
supported these operations several times annually for five years, amassing 
thousands of hours in the air and covering several million miles. 

The USAF renamed the Air Provost Marshall, to the Director Of Security 
and Law Enforcement. The Air Police shield is issued and the old brassard is 
In SAC the AP Sq. were renamed “Combat Defense Squadrons”. 


retired. 
i j Chrome Dome operations on a full 
. 2 BMW aircraft began flying 
— a ic as directed by higher headquarters. This airborne alert 
eration meant flying fully combat-configured bombers along a 
betes that covered parts of Western Europe and North Africa. 
Jan. 16 A C-46 aircraft lost power on take off and crashed. 
“ i General Inspection was conducted by 
onal Readiness and 
oe * tee aoe General, Eighth Air Force, resulting in an 
Apr. 3 “Outstanding” rating. 


d in the woods 
he 42d ARS crashed and burne 

-135A # 56-3618 of t 

vi Rese coke off. Six airman died in the crash 


i tivated at Caribou Air 
: jati epot Group was inac : Os 
onayet ge SOEUR ASS ae was transferred from Air Force Logistics 
Force Station. 


The electric fences were shut 
the 42d BMW. : 
Command to pet ee Mew anad bastiLoring=mTneqs2isectnity Police 
off. The are 


took over control of the area. The Atomic Energy 
Squadron to 
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Sept. 30 


Oct. 


Oct. 22 


Nov.1 


Commission transferred ownership and control of the special 
weapons area to SAC. 


The 42d Air Refueling Squadron was presented the “Golden Boom 
Award” for the September 1962 period. 

Operation Big Lift, directed by Secretary of Defense McNamara 
involved flying an entire armored division, 15,000 men, from the 
U.S. to Europe to participate in NATO maneuvers. This five day 
exercise also had a composite strike force of 115 aircraft to 
provide close air support for the exercise. Inflight refueling 
for 71 TAC fighter and reconnaissance aircraft were provided by 50 
KC-135s staging out of Loring and Dow AFBs. 


President Kennedy announced evidence of offensive missile sites in 
Cuba with nuclear-strike capability. He initiated a quarantine 
and blockade against Cuba. The crisis lasted for 30 days before 
tensions began to ease. The 42d Bomb Wing supported this mission 
by launching four B-52s, and flying refueling missions and 
generated all aircraft to full combat-alert status. To support 
this maximum effort, the wing terminated all military education 
courses, Canceled vacations of those not already off station, 
delayed personnel departing on assignment to other basses and 
placed many sections on 12-hour shifts, seven days a week. 

The wing and SAC maintained this posture until late November 
when tensions finally began to ease and normal operations 
gradually resumed. During the 40-day crisis, the bomber crews 
flew a total of 132 airborne alert missions averaging 24 hours in 
length each. The 42d ARS tanker crews accomplished 214 refueling 
missions, transferring a total of 23,757,000 pounds of fuel to the 
airborne alert B-52s. 

Air Police were instructed to dig foxholes around the 
perimeter of the weapons storage area. This is the first time 
that sandbags and foxholes were used in the United States. They 
were equipped with BARR, automatic rifles, 45s, and M-1s. They 
were also issued gas masks. 

Bunkers that were located in the weapons storage area that 
were not in use were to be equipped to handle people instead of 
weapons. This was no easy task. Each windowless structure, made 
of reinforced concrete and steel had to be fitted so they could be 
closed and opened from the inside. Doors needed to be reconfigured 
so they could be opened. This meant installing the metal paar 
that open the doors inside the structures. They were stocked wi 
food and water for 75 to a hundred people supplied with P 
generators. These would serve as hardened structures for bas 


personnel. 
aintenance Sq. formed from personnel of 


The 42d Airborne Missile M 
ronic Maintenance Sq- 


the 42d Armament and Elect 


B-52s and KC-135s, 


flew a record number Of 
During the month, the 41 


The 42d Aircraft, reraft 


missions, from 1 to 30 November. 
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flew almost 300 Sorties, 

42d flew mission after mis 
and Semi-Mobile Express ca 
headquarters directed oper 


Throughout the year , aircraft of the 
sion in the RBS Express classification 
tegory, all in addition to higher 
ations. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar ¢§ Laur 


1963 


The year after the Special weapons Project ended a change in Air Force 
personal took place. Squadrons from Caribou Air Force Station were combined 
with units of the 42 Bomb Wing. It was common knowledge that the aircraft 
involved in ground alert were loaded with Nukes even though you could not tell 
from just looking at a BUFF. The security might give it away but that was the 
only difference. The trouble was that nobody in a position of authority would 
admit to it, nor would they deny it. They just would not discuss it back 
then. A good way to tell was to take out a camera and try to take a photo of 
the nice aircraft. Within seconds you would be spread eagled on the ground 
with your film confiscated. This would never change till the base closed. 

NATO exercise. For this operation in Europe 115 aircraft providing 
close air support 71 TAC fighter and reconnaissance type planes were refueled 
by KC-135 that were staging out of Loring 

During the Cuban Missile Crisis the USAF came closer to finding out 
whether its fighter defenses worked. Ironically, by 1962 air defense fighter 
operations had been scaled down from the peak force strength reached in 1958. 
One thousand interceptors were made available to NORAD when it went into alert 
in 1962. 

The fighters defending North America relied on the chain of early warn- 
ing radar lines (three in total) across Alaska and Canada known as DEW 
(Distant Early Warning) lines. These three lines, the DEW line, Mid Candada 
Line and Pinetree Lines with other systems were located on the flanks. Three 
towers known as the ‘Texas Towers’ were mounted on the continental shelf in 
the north east, Aleutian's and Greenland. Navy ship mounted radars also 
filled the gaps with small radar sites all over the country. Blotner site, 
now empty, by Loring, Charleston, now a corrections facility and Bucks Harbor, 
also a corrections facility were just some of these sites. There were many 
sal NORAD’s extensive radar chain, assured a high probability of intercep- 
tion of Soviet bombers by NORAD. Site’s like the Bomarc located in Bangor, ME 
helped defend the U.S. against bombers. But these radar lanes, though opera- 
tional and effective against nuclear armed bombers were useless against nu- 
clear missile and sub launched attacks. . a 

The problem facing NORAD in 1962 was that we believed the Soviet attac 
would come from the north. So all these radars faced north. So the Cuban 
missile crises sent a shock wave through our system. This was our soft spot. 
When the Soviets deployed II-28 bombers to Cuba, actions had to be taken to 
BARE ioe rtks poncagon estimated that the USSR could attack us with over 
200 bombers. We did not realize the actual strength of the force was less 
then that. It is now known that the total strategic bomber strength at that 
time was 58 M-4 Bisons and 76 Tu-95’S Bear A’s. They could not even reach 
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U.S. targets. 
a one way mission. 


The Tu-16 “Badger’ which was a medium bomber could but only on 
But having Cuba as a base would have changed all that. 


F i f only 130 strategic bombers and the 
engaging a USSR force 0 
aM TUE aces ine and Nike-Hercules SAMs, NORAD fighters would probably 
Ss 


have done very well in 1962. 


Mar. 
April 19 
Oct. 22 
Dec. 


Events in Vietnam began to heat up and Air Policemen were deployed 
TDY to those and other southeast Asian bases in Operation Short 
Spurt, a grimly ironic name in view of subsequent events. By 
December one officer and. 280 enlisted Air Policemen were Tpy in 
Vietnam. Due to the combat training that SAC had required, many 
of the APes were pulled from the command for short TDY’s. 

Air Police went from peacetime to wartime operations. They 
had to shake off the guard force mentality symbolized by the 
“Sabotage Alert Team” designation and become the Security Alert 


Team. 


42d ARS received the first of several modified KC-135 jet tankers. 
They included 3” more rudder surface and hydraulic assistance to 
aid in cross-wind control and emergency takeoffs. 


Operation Big Lift directed by Secretary of Defense McNamara. The 
advent of modern technology had equipped most Air Force aircraft 
with air refueling capabilities. This added a new twist to 
aircraft movements between the U.S. and Europe. Formerly, an 
aircraft convoy would stop at Loring on its way to or from Europe. 
Now, a tanker task force would launch from Loring, refuel the de- 
ploying aircraft and return to Loring. The Operation Big Lift 
reflected the possible magnitude of such an Operation. Big Lift 
deployed an entire armored division (15,000 men) to Europe 

for NATO maneuvers. The movement consisted of 115 aircraft which 
received in flight refueling from a tanker task force of 50 KC- 
135s established at Loring and Dow AFB. This operation set the 
trend for future years at Loring when hosting a tanker task force 


became a common occurrence. 


The 42d Communications Sq. was named Air Traffic Control facility 
of the year. 


1964 


Not as many aircr 

: aft wo 
potueltincneas chante ae saenecase through Loring since the way that air 
needed a refuge to escape the ee also served several bases whose aircraft 

fo) i i 
Saunders Best Tanker unit Trophy is ante ener on Spores Rs ae 
e ° 
Apr. 1 Wing first su 
or ‘ 

ay as Pports Hard Start VI airborne alert operations. 


Aug. 24 i 
g The 42d ARS received the General Saunders Trophy. 


1965 


— many open a long coastline, and most of their fleet is made up of 
ch ae Oats and frigates at the time. Soviet major combatants 
ing more than small escort ships, in fact. In terms of tonnage and 
firepower, the navies of the Soviet Union and its allies are about one-third 

Enose of the United States and its allies. The United States has thirteen 
giant aircraft carriers, while the Soviets have three. But the Soviet sub- 
marines are a problem. They are relatively noisy, and can be tracked at sea. 


Jan. 4 A 42nd KC-135 from Caswell # 61-0265 engine fell off on take off, 
and the aircraft rolled and cart wheeled into the trees killing 
the crew. 

Feb. 24 The 42d ARS first supports Young Tiger operations in Southeast 

Mar. 26 Asia. 

July 7, A 106A # 59-0041 27th FIS aircraft caught fire during take off. 
A/C stopped on runway, no injuries. 

Aug. 2 A squadron of Hound Dog Missiles was transferred to Bergstrom AFB, 
Texas, due to 70th BS assignment to Plattsburgh AFB, New York. 

Oct. 1 SAC-wide change redesignated service units as the 42d Services 


Squadron. 
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1966 


Mar. 17 


May 1 


gune 19 


June 20-24 


1967 


A 27th FIS # 58-0789 aircraft crashed at Caswell 2 miles from base 
after problems during take off. Pilot uninjured. 

Loring AFB assumes jurisdiction over 64 Capehart family houses 
from the U.S. Army on behalf of the Air Force. On April 27, 1976, 


the houses were permanently assigned to the USAF. 


The first B-52G departed Loring for Plattsburgh AFB effecting the 
transfer of the aircraft and personnel of the 70th Bomb Squadron 


to the 528th Bomb Squadron. 


70th Bomb Squadron aircrews loaded there B-52Gs with weapons, 
missiles and other assorted equipment and departed Loring for a 
new assignment at Plattsburgh AFB, New York. There they became 
part of the 528th Bomb Squadron, a “paper”organization without 
aircraft or personnel due to the B-47 phase out. On June 25, the 
70th Bomb Squadron was inactivated. Several factors entered the 
decision to move the bombers. First, SAC had wanted to reduce 
the number of B-52s at Loring for several years in line with its 
dispersal program initiated in 1959. And there was simply no 
location capable of accepting the squadron until the B-47 phase 
out was complete. Secondly, Plattsburgh had lost its Atlas 
missile mission and without a tactical mission, the base faced 
closure; a possibility SAC managers did not want to see. Thus, 
the bomber squadron move kept Plattsburgh alive and increased the 
survivability of another portion of the SAC bomber force. 


It cost $258,000, just to train the airplane commander of a B-52 bomber” 


says Colonel Hudson, commander of the 42d Bomb Wing. 
than $ 7 Million. 


May 22 


The plane costs better 
Every hour it flies, the operation cost is over $ 1200.”. 


Two F-111As on their way to the Paris Air Show use Loring as their 
Staging base. Leaving from Loring enabled them to cover the 2,800 
miles in five hours and 54 minutes, establishing an unofficial 
record for transatlantic flight in a fighter aircraft without 

en route refueling or the use of external tanks. 
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1968 


Dispersal Program 
g which was used effectively in the Korean War and the 


Cuban Missile Crisis is expand i 
ed to include B-52 
: B -52s and KC-135s. 
Gemirae ge ae is Se disperse aircraft in a large force ee 
national crises to increase the ability for takeoffs and cut do 


The objective 
areas during a 
wn flight time. 


Using (civilian air fields greatly enhanced our offensive capability. 


May 18 
June 17 


July 2 


Sept. 24 


Dec. 14 


E969 


Feb. 10 
June 6 


June 23 


July 2 


Sept. 4 


Nov. 20 


A 27th FIS F-106A landed 
: on a foamed : 
failed. Pilot uninjured. a 


First two KC-135s from Homestead AFB, Florida, land at Loring. 
Began transfer of 407th ARS to 42d BMW. 


407th ARS, with 15 KC-135s and necessary squadron personnel, 
official reassigned to 42d BMW. 


45th Air Division gains 380th Strat Aerospace Wing at Plattsburge 
AFB, New York, as part of its command. 


42d BMW KC-35 crashed at Wake Island during an emergency landing. 
Eleven persons were killed and 23 injured. The plane, with 56 
persons aboard, was in route from Anderson Air Force Base at Guam 
to the U.S. The majority of those aboard were SAC personnel. The 
KC-135 was assigned to the 45th Air Division at Loring AFB and 
were members of the 407th AREFS. 


Ski Chalet opened on base. 


Detachment 1, Eastern Air Rescue and Recovery Center transferred 
from Loring to Homestead AFB, Florida. 


Caswell piloted B-52G of the 42d BSH crashed and burned after take 
off, possible engine explosion. Seven crewman killed. 


oring became the first women air traffic 


two female airmen at L ; , 
upon certification by the Wing 


controllers in SAC‘S history, 
Commander. 


units; picked up control of the 


i ‘vision gains and loses 
So wi q lost the 380th Strategic Wing. 


17th Bomb Wing, Griffiss AFB But 
42a BW B-52G # 58-0215 crashed near Loring and six crewman killed. 
tanding performance in Southeast Asia 


for outs 
SOT EnPARS CEO* nee py the 3ed Air division. SAC 


support during July-Aug-Sept- 
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KC-135s supported tactical aircraft and was the largest part of 
SAC activity of that year. 


1970 


In the decade of the 1970's, it appeared that the USSR had indeed 
shifted the balance of power. No one could assume that the U.S. was going t 
win anymore. Soviet nuclear subs armed with nuclear weapons, lined the ee 
and west coast. Every day 12 subs were 15 miles out on the east coast. 8B 
this stage of the Cold War conflict no longer meant nuclear destruction. a 
Soviet tactics of the 1950’s and early 60's had changed. 

Due to a mass Soviet build-up, to include nuclear and none nuclear op- 
tions the communists now considered that an initial non-nuclear period of war 
was possible. During this period the USSR carried out the largest, and most 
prolonged peacetime arms build-up ever seen. But this process would eventu- 
ally bankrupt the USSR. The Vietnam War on the other hand hurt the U.s. in 
many ways. 

And the 70's was a very uncertain time for Loring. After the Vietnam 
War ended the base went into disrepair. The alert crew or AARP was in such a 
state that it was closed. The alert crews were outside of the area as the 
alert crew billets was at building 6000 and the AARP area was relocated to- 
wards the center of the flight line next to the control tower. This area was 
set up aS a permanent area with a Security Police MSCFO tower, fences had maid 
mile sensors. These would activate by weight, metal, or movement and would 
allow for armed response forces to secure same. 

The rest of the base was in need of repair also. Base housing was be- 
coming run down and the garage units were falling down. The base was in dis- 
repair. The weapons storage area still had three fences around the part being 
used as the WSA area, which was the old Q-area from the atomic energy commis- 
sion. Besides the normal security police patrols extra manning was needed to 
walk the fence lines of the WSA, and Kilo area. The Kilo area was the parking 
area for alert tankers when they did not have enough room in the bomber cage 
(AAPA). 

The late 70’s was also a time of drug problems. This would carry into 
Like the rest of the Air Force and SAC, Loring would have its 


Some active duty personnel had trouble adapting to 
People 


the early 80’s. 


share of drug busts. 
military life and did not respect themselves or their commitment. 


serving in PRP (Personal Reliability Positions) meaning that they worked near 
or around nuclear weapons were tested in what was to be known as the “yellow 
or golden flow test.” 

When you would go to your squadron you would see a subject sitting at 
the restrooms door. Another subject would be inside the bathroom to witness 
you urinating into the cup, marking it with your name and SSN and placing it 


in the rack. This was then tested. 

Working in the Weapons Storage Area personnel became used to the yellow 
signs stating RADIOACTIVE BURIAL SITE, NO DIGGING WITHOUT BIOENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING APPROVAL. Maps showed us in detail where the dump areas San 
Pipes coming up from underground areas showed the location. These air Be 
were a dead giveaway. No knowledge or information was given as to why 


was present. You did not ask. 
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Jan. 1 Detachment ] 
, 42d BMW, activated at McGuire AFB, New Jersey 
Mar. 1 42d Services Squadron 


Digieioneeenon oe inactivated and reorganized as Services 


Command wide reorganization. 


Apr. 1 8th AF inactivated in co 


Western Pacific. ntinental U.S. and activated in the 


42d BMW became a part of the 2nd AF. 
Apr. 16 Tsgt. 

B pis) ae terete meets 407th Air Refueling Squadron is 

papacy Goemk aes me oe Herbert H. Morine, 307th Strategic Wing 
Redeelingint oacen a Operations, after completing his 100th Air 
Sorters Soe ae Support of Young Tiger Operations in 

“atin Chewy : Sgt. Ventry was one of 14 crew members to 

Century Club for missions over the Republic of 


Vietnam. 
July 20 42d BW B-52G # 58-0208 burned on ramp. 
Oct. 8 First union on base (Local 2943 of AFL-CIO). 
Dec. 15 Two members of Detachment 10, 44th Air Rescue and Recovery 


Squadron arrived at Loring to prepare for detachment’s assignment 
to Loring. 


ort 


“The night watches with respectful silence while the cold laughs at me 
with a continuing hate.” Such are the thoughts of a close-in sentry at Lor- 
ing. He moves around the Boeing B-52 Stratofortress, all the time watching 
for the unusual. The poised hulk of the B-52 cast an eerie silhouette against 
the sky. Midnight has gone by. 

“It doesn't bother you after a while-I mean the time.” says Sgt. Donald 
Pelkey from Mattawamkeag, Maine. “A fellow can get used to the walking and 
the boredom but not to the cold.” Tonight's shift begins at 11:30. Sentries 
began filtering into Central Security control. SSgt Leo Schilicher, a 21 year 
veteran, briefed the men on their post numbers and checked for proper equip- 


ment. : : 
The job of the close-in sentry is to keep constant watch on his post, in 


this case, a multi-million dollar weapon system. No lights phine to sa up 

this empty expanse of pavement called the ramp. Sergeant Pelkey s only comp 

anions are the plane, his radio transmitter, rifle and eee sm 
“No, I’m not afraid of the dark. you make wolf calls at the © 


guards and sing. On a quiet night you just mer See ee ea oe 
i - rat,” as he is som 1 
Darkness is useful to the “ramp ' 


his eyes adjust and he can see farther. 
“J like the outdoors,” continues the Vietna 
come a game warden in 3ix months « 
Alc Steve Gibbs also quuumps 
Stratotanker. He has been in the 
on the new guys,” laughs the airman. 


m Veteran, who plans to be- 


the B-52 as well as the Boeing KC-135 
Air Force 18 months. “Sure, you pull pranks 
“Before the man even goes to his post 
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for the first time you tell him, the snow snake and the hawk--they’re going to 


et you.” 
get y it does not take many walks around a plane to find 


During the winter, 
out what it is like to have the hawk and the snow snake after one. 


Tonight, the hawk is really out, sending temperatures below zero and the 
chill factor down even further. The hawk also kicks up little ripples of snow 
which slithered across the ramp, giving a bystander an eerie feeling. 

“The coldest I’ve ever been was when the chill factor reached -65 
degrees.” Many sentries claim that two years ago, the chill factor was -160 
degrees. “The face and hands bother most of the guards in winter,” says Air- 
man Gibbs. “However, the boots are the warmest thing in the world.” 

When the temperature goes below -10 degrees, a vehicle is brought out to 


“You spend time in and then time out,” continues Airman 


the ramp for shelter. 
“They take 


Gibbs. Coffee and meals are served to the guards while on duty. 


care of us out here.” 
Thoreau once said, “I never found the companion that was so companion- 


able as solitude.” But another airman was once overheard to say, “Solitude is 
sweet, but someone to whisper the word ‘solitude’ is sweeter still.” 


42 Security Police Sq. 


Headquarters 45th Air division moved administratively from Loring 


June 30 
to Pease AFB, New Hampshire effective July 1. 

July 1 The 27th was redesignated the 83ed Fighter Interceptor Squadron on 
this date. 

Aug. 1 Initial phase of Short Range Attack Missile (SRAM) conversion. 
Revamp munition storage igloos to house the new weapon. 

Oct. 15 B-52 # 58-202 flown to Oklahoma City Air Materiel Area depot to 


undergo SRAM modification. Returned on March 2, 1972. 


Mie Mii 2 


During the Vietnam War operation Linebacker, the 42d Bomb Wing dropped 
thousands of tons of bombs as it participated in this Operation. The 42d lost 
Only one plane during this period. One of its B-52s was hit by a SAM missile. 


The crew escaped unscathed, however. 


Mar. 4 Boeing released first operational ready SRAM to Loring 
(AGM-69A SN71-907). The 42d Bomb Wing, was the first SAC/Air 
Force unit to receive the SRAM. For the next three and one-half 
months Boeing representatives worked closely with aircrews and 23d 
Munitions Maintenance Squadron members, conducting an extensive 


on-the-job training program. 


Mar. 26 Fire gutted office area of Loring’s jet engine shop. No engines 
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Apr. 
to 
Sept. 


June 15 


June 30 


June 
to 
Sept. 


July 24 


Aug. 4 


or equipment damaged by blaze. 


Bullet Shot and constant guard implemented in South East Asia Air 


War. Many wing units supply personnel, especially 69th Bomb 
Squadron. 


A 42d BMW crew prepared, loaded and launched the first production- 
line model SRAM over White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico. The 
69th Bomb Squadron crew launched the SRAM. This culminated 
several months of intense preparation for the test flight. The 
crew flying the historic mission consisted of Capt. W. J. Ehrie, 
pilot; Capt. J.G. Rand, copilot; Capt W.E. Dermody, Jr., radar 
navigator; Capt M. Moran, navigator; Capt s.A. Barroquiero, 
electronics warfare officer; and Tsgt G. H. Schryer, gunner. 


The 83d Fighter Interceptor Squadron at Loring since 1959, was 
inactivated. The change reflected an extensive realignment and 
reorganization of the Air Force defense system that placed greater 
reliance on Air National Guard units. The move by ADC included 
the inactivation of the 83ed detachment located at Bangor 
International Airport, Maine. A total of 450 personnel and 20 F- 
106s were reassigned to either the 95th FIS, Dover AFB, Delaware, 
or the 102d Fighter Group, Otis AFB, Massachusetts. 


Loring dropped its regular training schedules and converted 
consolidated training unit, training SAC crew members from many 
eastern bases on the SRAM. Wing personnel were also heavily 
involved in conducting the SRAM OT&E program. 


Det. 2, 54th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron arrived with 
first of five HH-3E Jolly Green helicopters. 


with the successful launch complete, the Air Force Systems 
Command and the Boeing Corporation transferred control of the SRAM 
to SAC and the 42d BMW in ceremonies at Loring AFB. Lt. General J. 
M. Keck, 2nd AF Commander, addressed the crowds gathered to view 
the new missile and explained that the 42d BMW had become the 
first operational SRAM wing because of Loring’s strategic position 
as the northern most base in the continental United States. 
Colonel L. A. Skantze, Kerector of the SRAM System Program Office, 
called the SRAM a revolutionary concept that made the B-52 almost 
a new airplane. 

The new missile could be fired from the aircraft to strike 
an enemy defense installation or a primary target. It carried a 
nuclear warhead and could be launched from the plane at supersonic 
or subsonic speeds at high or low altitudes. Designed to fit both 
the B-52 and FB-111 bombers, the SRAM was powered by an advanced 
two-pulse rocket motor and controlled by a complex guidance system 
that provided varying ranges and target approach speeds. 

By this time the majority of the B-52 fleet had received the 
extensive modifications necessary to mate it to the SRAM and all 
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Aug. 24 


Sept. 15 


Nov. 29 


Dec. 18-27 


Dec. 20 


1973 


July 31 


the aircrews had completed operational training on the new system. 


A SRAM dedication ceremony marked official acceptance of SRAM by 
SAC from Air Force Systems Command. Loring first SRAM equipped 


operational B-52 unit in SAC. 


First SRAM qualified crew went on alert with SRAM equipped 
aircraft. The 69th Bomb Squadron dropped its regular training 
schedule and converted into a consolidated training unit 
operation, training SAC crew members from eastern bases on the 
complex SRAM system. They also conducted a continuing operational 
evaluation and testing program on the new system. Before the 
bomber crews competed the OE&T program in July 1973, they 
accomplished 56 captive flights and 17 successful live launches. 


B-52 #58-203 returned from depot to complete the SRAM modification 
of Loring’s entire bomber fleet. 


Linebacker II in SEA began with many Loring crews participating. 


Loring B-52 crew 503 shot down on mission over North Vietnam. 

Crew bailed out over Thailand and were recovered with only minor 
injuries. Brass 2 flying B-52G (57-6481 was struck while in the 
post target turn after bombing the railway yards at Yen Vien. The 
damage was not immediately terminal and the 42nd Bomb Wing crew 
from Loring managed to coax the Buff as far as Thailand before 
leaving it. All crew members were recovered. 


SRAM OT&E program completed. Wing commended on its outstanding 
job in testing SAC’s newest weapon system. Accomplished a total 
of 56 captive flights and 17 live launches. 


SRAM tests are a success. 


Loring personnel began returning from South East Asia after close 


of Air War on August 4, 1973. 
First bite of energy crisis felt: flying hours were cut and energy 
conservation programs implemented at Loring. 
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1974 


Jan. 23 Base officials decide to purchase 30 percent more electrical power 
from Maine Public Service because of increasing diesel fuel costs. 


May 10 Det. 2, 42d BMW established at Westover AFB, Massachusetts. 


July 3 President Richard Nixon spoke to nation from Loring AFB, 
summarizing the results of his summit talks with leaders of the 
Soviet Union. Second President to visit Loring AFB. Security was 
bustling as President Nixon arrived at Loring after summit talks 
with the Soviet Union in July 1974. 


July 23 Construction began on the Base Exchange. 


i975 


The B-52 which is 58 feet long and 41 feet high, with a wingspan of 185 
feet has undergone constant modification and improvements since its introduc- 
tion. It can fly 10,000 miles at nearly 600 mph. Modern electronic equipment 
has made it able to fly close to the ground to avoid enemy radar detection. 
Quick start modification permits all eight jet engines to be started simulta- 
neously, rather than one at atime. Its self-defense mechanisms-Electronic 
Counter Measures are the most sophisticated in the would. Its once gleaming 
silver skin is covered now with camouflage paint. The plane can taxi for ta- 
keoff almost as soon as its six-man crew is aboard. 


Jan. 1 Wing reassigned to 8th AF with the inactivation of 2d AF. 
Det 1, 42d BMW at McGuire AFB, New Jersey, was inactivated. 


Loring began the a-la-carte dining concept. Second base in AF to 
test program and first in SAC. 


Loring dresses up the alert facilities. 


Jan 30 Loring laundromat, snack bar and office space in an airmen’s 
dormitory was destroyed by a fire. The loss is estimated at about 
$ 500,000. 

Mar. 20 Colonel Chapman, 42d BMW Commander, initiated the Honorary 


Commanders Program by inviting Civilian leaders and their wives to 
Loring for social affair. 


Mar. 31 Det. 2, 42d BMW at Westover AFB, Massachusetts, was inactivated. 
Aug. 29 The BX Opens. 
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1976 


Commander in Chief of the Strategic Air Command General Russell k£. 
Dougherty, defending the role of the manned bomber in these terms in his 
forceful letter to Senator Barry Goldwater in February of this year. 


A hardened, long-range, manned penetrating bomber offers a uniquely 
capable and dependable strategic delivery system that spreads itself reliably 
and capably across the broadest possible spectrum of those required military 
capabilities . When completely modernized and manned with skilled, ingenious 
military crews, such a penetrating bomber offers the United States an overall 
flexibility of choice and application that is is unmatched by any other wea- 


pons system. It can: 
Carry a larger number of weapons (conventional or nuclear) than any 


other strategic delivery system- to any fixed target, anywhere, under a wide 


variety of circumstances. 
Achieve unequaled accuracies in long-range delivery under all circum- 


stances; and, through self-contained sensors, offer our only long range cap- 
ability against mobile or imprecisely located targets. 

Provide a highly visible deterrent force, one that can be used as a 
recognizable expression of national determination and resolve in either pre- 


Planned or a hoc contingency situations. 
Accommodate (or readily be adapted to) the delivery of multiple types of 


conventional and nuclear weapons-highly accurate gravity delivered, standoff- 
launched cruise, ballistic, semi-ballistic, or defensive weapons- in large 


guantities, for multiple or selective delivery. 
Through design growth characteristics, adapt rapidly in tactics and/or 


avionics to negate or avoid unanticipated defenses and other threats. 

Drive an enemy requirement for extensive diversion of his resources to 
defensive (vice offensive) systems - but still can be designed with the flex- 
ibility to penetrate those defenses if penetration is required for assurance. 

Provide us the most effective and economical way to redress the already 
serious (and worsening) imbalance in deliverable megatonnage vis-a-vis the 
Soviet Union. Provide a simulations capability for lone-ranged, real (or near 
real) time strike assessment deep within enemy territory with the flexibility 
of striking alternate planned targets or withholding unnecessary attacks and 
retaining weapons. 

Be launched as a visible expression of active deterrence, yet be re- 
Called without expenditure of ordnance, even after launch, should the deter- 
rent objectives be achieved. 

Provide our nation an assured capability to extract severe penalties on 
an enemy society, regardless of any unexpected degradation or blunting of our 
SLBM or ICBM forces; thus providing insurance against unexpected defenses Or 


failure of any of our strategic missile systems. 
Be used repeatedly. Depending on the nature of conflict, pope ea Dae 
recovery can be anticipated - thus enabling rearming and reuse Sor Oy ae 
quired strategic purpose in subsequent war fighting or war terminating 
Exploit superior U.S. technology and capability; for we ss Heme 
maintain and operate a flexible modern delivery system of this typ 


than any potential adversary. 


ities. 
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Be applied across the 
uniguely useful for an infin 
out loss of ultimate Capabil 


payloads. 


Survive blunting and reliabl 
though tried, proven launch proce 
reasonable expectations of our mo 


Spectrum of military capabilities - and is 
ite number of lesser contingency missions; with 
ity as a major deliver system for large nuclear 


Y be protected from destruction on ground 
dures of Strategic Air Command adapted to 
dern detection and warning system. (1) 


The role of the manned bomber was clearly at a crossroad in the 70’s. 


The conciliation of the B-1 and th 


e decline in the size and strength of the B- 


52 force through age was serious. The B-52 and Boeing would adapt the B-52 so 


it would continue to be a reliable 


Feb. 11 


Feb. 18 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 21 
May 10 


Aug. 24 


Sept. 3 


Oct 27 


Nov. 17-18 


Dec. 


(1) U.S. Congress, 
Military Procurement, research and 
jan Personnel Strengths, Hearings on S. 2965, 


threat to any aggression. 


42d BMW assumed training responsibility for Maine ANG aircrews 
during their conversion from F-101 fighters to KC-135s. 


Aerospace Defense Command activates Det. 1, 49th Fighter 
Interceptor Squadron (FIS) at Loring AFB. Loring had remained 
void of the steel Delta wing jet fighters until this date. ADC 
activated Detachment 1, 49th FIS.. This brought in several F-106s 
and 30 to 40 people to pull rotational alert at Loring AFB. The 
42d Security Police Squadron would maintain an entry control point 
and a close boundary post at this location. 


SAC headquarters announced candidate plans to inactivate the 42d 
BMW in CY 1976. Would transfer all B-52s and most KC-135s along 
with 3,200 people to other SAC locations. 


SAC 30th anniversary 
First public hearing on proposed reduction of 42d BMW. 


A Loring KC-135 and crew refueled a B-1 bomber in which General 
R. E. Dougherty was a passenger. 


The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) of proposed 
cutbacks released to public. 


Personnel stationed at Loring and area residents living off the 
base will remember the puzzling intrusion to the nuclear weapons 
area or unidentified helicopter. The mysterious intruder played 


havoc on the base. No explanation at the time could be made. 


Public hearings conducted on wing reduction. 


42d Supply Squadron wins “Best Account in Eighth Air force” and is 


runner-up for the SAC award. 
Senate, Committee on Armed Services. Facial Year 1977 Authorization for 
Ud 


Development, and Active duty, Selected Reserve and Civil- 
94th cong. 2d seas., 1976, pp. 2831, 2832. 


oF 


1977 


The weapons storage area (WSA) was shrunk during this time. The area 
received fencing cutting it in half. The area now had the 300 area or the old 
the 9000 area, and the WSA area. It should be noted that the WSA 


AAA area, 
area would house the nuclear and convention weapons from this time on. 


Final Environmental Impact Statement released to public. 


Nov. 2 

Nov. 30 The 42d Supply Squadron made squadron history when CINCSAC General 
Richard Ellis visited base supply. 

Dec. The 42d Supply Squadron received its first Air Force Outstanding 


Unit Award. 


1978 


Wing learned it had won the SAC “OMAHA” Trophy for 1977. 


Mar. 2 

June 30 Advisor duties to the 101st AREFW, ANG, Bangor, Maine, terminated. 

Oct 14 Mrs. Rosalynn Carter, wife of President Jimmy Carter arrived at 
the base today. Mrs. James B. Longley welcomed her with Mrs. 
Marion F. Tidwill the wife of the wing commander. 

Feb The 42d Supply Squadron again is named “Best Base Supply in SAC”. 


LOWS 


Global Shield ‘79. From 8 to 16 July SAC exercised for the first time 
every phase of its role in the Single Integrated Operational Plan (STOP) short 
of nuclear warfare. This exercise, one of the most comprehensive in SAC his- 
tory featured participation by the command’s active forces and SAC-gained Air 
Force Reserve units. Hundreds of bombers, tankers , and missiles were put on 
alert with the aircraft dispersing to preselected bases supported by ground 
teams and flying sorties over radar bomb-scoring sites. Adverse weather con- 
ditions were a problem due to Hurricane Bob that hit the South East. As a 
member of the security police in SAC I recall being left on post for 49 hours 
before being relieved, getting 8 hours crew rest and being sent back out for 


16 more hours of duties. (7) 


Base experienced a massive power outage when two main circuit 
breakers exploded. 


Jan. 30 : 


The DoD announced its final decision to reduce Loring to a Forward 
Decision entered a 60-day Congressional Review 


Mar. 29 
Commander, assembled all Loring 


Operating Base. 
Period. Colonel Tidwell, 42nd 
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personnel i P 

the years ae Brake OS maintenance hangar and informed them that 

reconfirmed its ea and waiting were over. The DoD had 

Base. The Maine oo to reduce Loring to a Forward Operating 

Commireea” iosered ieee onan Delegation and the “Save Loring 

ere elons Gece: por eeay to the decision and vowed to use their 

anaintetie oe oe & cancel the Loring reduction. Senators Cohen 

Bill diving isis ae an amendment to the Military Construction 

meena view by the Senate Award Services Committee. 
ment would prohibit any realignment of the assigned 


fo “ . 5 
Eee8 at Loring AFB. This action permanently halted the Air 
Force’s reduction plan. 


May 29 The 60-day Congressional Review period for reduction decision 
expired. Wing personnel began final preparations to ship people 
and aircraft. 

Jun. 6 Congressional actions indicated the possibility of a delay in 
implementing the reduction decision. 

June 20 Colonel Strain, Wing Commander, addressed base-wide gathering with 


news that the 42d BMW will continue in operation as a full-fledged 
bomber unit. Congress placed an indefinite hold on reduction. 


Jul. 8-16 Base participated in first SAC-wide demonstration of EWO 
capability - Global Shield 79. Largest exercise of its type in 20 


years. 
Sept. 10 Wherry Housing garage repair project started. First major 
construction project to start since beginning of candidate action 
in 1976. 
Nov. 1 The DoD announced a reversal of its plans to reduce the 42d BMW. 


Ended 3 1/2 years of uncertainty about the base’s future. 


Nov. 29 The 42d BW represented SAC in the RED FLAG, exercised. RED — 
FLAG is a Tactical Air Command's exercise which has a realistic 


training combat gituations. 


Dec The 42d Supply Squadron is awarded its second Air Force Outstand- 


ing Unit Award. 


(7)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 


1980 


: er Europe and the Middle East in the 
rism that proke OV 
The waves of terro 


; i U.S. military installation 
ocracies by surprise. 
eiipieee the Nor eis point relatively secure from terrorist threat. 
were guarded and up *° noring would not de left out of this 
The 80's was going 


to change that. 
problem. 
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Up to this point when someone arrived at the base, they were greeted, by 
an SP in blue uniform and sidearm, who was polite and helpful. The bases were 
now in security options that increased manning at the gates. Cement guard 
rails were set up so people would have to zig and zag to get on and off at 
times. The blue uniform was replaced by personnel in Battle Dress Uniforms 
SP personnel with M-16s would be helping out at the gates. K-9 pa- 


(BDU’s). n 
trols would be at the gate to search vehicles going on and coming off at 
times. ; 

Bartsch Trophy- The 42d Bomb Wing B-52 unit won the Bartsch Electronic 


for compiling the highest points in the electronic 
countermeasure activity. Vice President Mondale visited the base. Air Force 
Chief of Staff General Allen also arrived on base. B-52Gs are on their way to 
Loring, and as always the higher headquarters inspection and evaluation teams 
The ARS refueled the newest bomber the B-1B. 


Countermeasures Trophy, 


are close behind. 


Activation of 42d Services Squadron at Loring AFB. 


Feb. 1 

Feb. 25 Hawg Wild, the fabled B-29 bomber of WWII and Korean War fame 
moved one step closer to immortality Sunday night when it departed 
Loring for the war museum in England. 

Feb. 27 Loring to receive a $ 38 million face-lift. Base housing, runway 


and dining hall will be replaced or repaired. The weapons storage 
area alone is receiving $ 4 million in improvements. 


20-29 Global Shield “80. The no notice command exercise, which was 
first held in 1979, gave the entire combat force experience in 
Single Integrated Operational Plan warfare under simulated 
conditions. The operation, which involved the use of 44 bases and 
the services of almost 100,000 command personnel, featured 437 
aircraft flying 1,035 sorties for a total of 5,506 flying 


Jun. 


hours. (1) 


July 10 ‘Ethel-Marie’, crew sets record, 100 on-time takeoffs. 


Nov. 20 Loring wins Bartsch trophy; Giant Voice results tabulated. 


Dec. 42d Communications Squadron received Best Public Affairs section. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur 


1981 


The 80's strategy of the Soviet Union was for the employment of nuclear 
forces, that consists of two dicta. The first being a force capable of de- 
terring potential enemies from the use of nuclear weapons during peacetime 
and, in the event this fails, being able to survive the war and going ee to 
defeat any enemy. Second the military force be of sufficient gaat Aon 
prevent other nations, nuclear and non nuclear from limiting the Sovie 
‘from enforcing their objectives in the world. 
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The U.S. policy, has MOre to do wi 
defeat the enemy, U.s. policy has em ies 
the U.S. no longer believes that a care 
even survivable. Second, the U.S. 
clear Or conventional forces agains 
force itself. Both nuclear and con 

Loring experienced the heavie 
Arriving personnel had been tolgq th 
power lines. After this Snowfall i 
cause snow to go that high. 
base to include the aircraft 
unprecedented earthquake caus 
tal. 


th limited objectives. Rather than 
ized control of the conflict. First, 
Nuclear war is winnable, controllable, or 
Seeks to deter the use of threats of nu- 
t itself and its allies by being a strong 
ventional. 

St snowfall ever. Over 220 inches fell. 
at children were not allowed to play on the 
t was noticed that the snowblowers would 
Extensive remodeling started on the neglected 
Parking area and the weapons storage areas. An 
ed major damage to the control tower and hospi- 


Jan. A $200,000 plus building addition to the fire station, which 
houses an A/S32 P/15 aircraft crash fire fighting vehicle 
described as the largest aircraft crash fire fighting vehicle in 
the free world was built at Loring. The giant fire truck was 
built by the Air Force at a cost of $435,000 a piece. Fifty three 
were built with Loring getting one. 


Mar. 6 Loring let it be known that two Russian subs patrolling off the 
Maine coast had caused the base to move its alert force of B-52 
bombers and KC-135 tankers to the end of the runway, presumably to 
get a running start in the event that the Russians decided to fire 
one of those their missiles. Soviet ships routinely stalk U.S. 
naval operations, but the Russians have been “showing off their 
muscles” more and more recently, according to Strategic Air 
Command officials, leading to almost “daily occurrences” of 
increased alert status at Loring Air Force Base. 

On this date the soviet subs which numbered 12 had two 
relief subs come out. Normally when this takes place two leave. 
Instead the subs moved in two miles closer then normal, and 14 
subs stayed on the East Coast. In response Loring, placed its 
planes on the ends of the runway. Since a B-52 crashed in Spain, 
scattering four unexploded hydrogen bombs over the countryside, 
SAC has discontinued round-the clack patrols by its bombers. 
Instead one-third of Lorings bombers, and tankers are kept on a 
stretch of oily tarmac surrounded by 12 foot high security fences 
that are topped with barbed wire and concertina wire. Security 

203s and M-60s patrol these areas with 


Police armed with M-1l6s, 
Areas are protected by MSCFO towers and 


spotlights and vehicles. 


hardened buildings. 
when an alert signal is received, pilots and crews are taken 


to planes in vans with yellow-flashing lights and electronic 
sirens. Accompanying them are heavily armed ground forces. Once 
on board, the crewmen taxi their planes to the end of a runway. 
The planes pause while their engines heat and takeoff schedules 
are arranged. But on March 6 the planes stopped at the end of the 
d stayed stationary for days. theresare a lot of things 
munway 20 down on the amount of time it takes to get your 


cut . ; 
ee ing and on this date they were taken. Security Police 
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Aug. 31 


Sept. 


Nov. 23 


Jan. 26 
to 
Feb. 16 


Dec. 


were set up to guard the B-52s on the end of the runway which was 
draining on their personnel. Aircrews shut down the planes and 
sat in them waiting for emergency war orders. 

The strict policy back then was if asked if weapons were on 
board personnel would neither confirm nor deny the presence of 
nuclear weapons. But each plane was loaded with a rack of 8 
SRAMsS and two gravity bombs. We were playing a sort of bluff 
and I do not think we planed to back down. At times the BUFFs 
sat with engines running. Shortly after the Subs backed off and 
two went back to the USSR. 


A car bomb at Ramstein AFB, headquarters in West Germany blows 
up. Twenty wounded, Baader-Meingof take responsibility. 


Colonel Qadaffi backing of terrorist puts all Air Force 
installations on alert for possible terrorist threats. 
Loring’s closest Bomb Disposal Unit (EOD) is at Pease AFB, NH. 


Exercise Bright Star 82. Eight bombers of SAC’s Strategic 
Projection force took off on what was to be the longest nonstop B- 
52 bombing mission in the history of SAC. This exercise which took 
place from Grand Forks AFB to Egypt used Loring tankers for 
refueling. 


For the third consecutive year, SAC practiced its Emergency War 
Order procedures in a command wide, no notice exercise, the 
largest in SAC history. Global Shield 82. Over 100,000 Sac 
personnel in the United States and Guam responded to a simulated 
escalation in the cold war tensions by dispersing more then 120 
bombers and tankers to 30 secure locations, improving the com- 
mand’s ability to survive a surprise attack. Other unarmed 
bombers flew airborne alert missions on low-level routes over 
Colorado, New Mexico, Kansas, and Texas. At the same time, SAC 
missile crews launched two Minuteman III intercontinental ballis- 
tic missiles from Vandenberg AFB, California, along the Western 
Test Range toward Kwajalein Atoll. (1) 

Shortly before the simulated attack on the United States, 
about 400 SAC bombers and tankers conducted positive control 
launches from some 70 locations in the CONUS. These were minimum 
interval takeoff operations in which aircraft at each location, 
using common runways, launched at twelve 30 second intervals. 
This procedure ensured that the entire command would become 


airborne within minutes. (1) 


Rumor has it that Carlos the Jackal was the head of a Libyan hit 
team sent out by Colonel Qadaffi to attempt the assassination of 
high American officials. (2) 

The degree of international lawlessness was shown by the 
fact that after the Gulf of Sirte incident when jet fighters of 
the Sixth Fleet shot down marauding Libyan bombers as they 4 
approached the warships, the fist response of Colonel Qadaffi wé 
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to threaten the life of President Reagan. 


Dec. 31 rape ee Eighth Air Force announced that Loring won the 
tanding Bomb Squadron, the prestigious honor designated as the 
Golden Bomber Award for Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 of this year. 
Dec. 42d Communications Squadron received Best Public Affairs section. 
Dec 31 42d Medical Group is awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar «& Laur 
(2) The Terrorist 


1982 


The Russians see Maine very differently. To the Kremlin, Maine is no 
Vacation land. No handsome coast of fishing harbors, no vastness of forest 
and lakes and mountains. To them, Maine is a threat, and a target of major 
significance. 

The Pentagon never admitted that the real reason they were pulling 
planes, men and money out of Loring was that it was too vulnerable. Instead, 
they offered many smokescreens. All bombers would be moved to the middle of 
the United States to give them a chance to take off in case of a war. The 
Soviet Union was able to launch missiles at Loring from international waters. 
To reach Loring it would take from four minutes to 15 minutes according to 
which account you believe. It was known that if the Soviet subs fired a mis- 
sile attack at Loring, much of the alert force could not get off the ground 
before they hit. Loring would try to improve its takeoff time by building a 
second runway. (Maine Sunday Telegram article by Mr. Caldwell) 

The 42d Bomb Wing, was awarded the General Russell E. Dougherty short 
range attack missile (SRAM) Trophy, for the unit with the most points in sim- 
ulated SRAM launches. It had participated in many missions such as Red Flag, 
Snowtime, Maple Flag, Busy Observer, and Reforge. The 42 SPS is runner up for 
“Best Large Security Police Unit in Eighth Air Force 82. 


Jul. 15-23 Global Shield ‘82. Again the largest exercise of the year, the 
command’s annual readiness exercise, was conducted. 
Using extensive participation by agencies outside the command, 
this was the most realistic test to date of SAC’s ability to 
function in a prolonged nuclear war. To test fighter intercept 
techniques, the North American Air Defense Command conducted a 
concurrent exercise pitting U.S. and Canadian fighters against SAC 


bombers. 

Sept. 9 Base tankers refuel the B-1B 

Sept. 14 Eight U.S. Air Force’s newest and largest tankers, KC-10s, 
participated in a NATO exercise. They took off from Loring to 


refuel 20, C-141 cargo planes en route to Europe. 
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Sept. 16 Loring aircraft provided the only air refueling for the B-j Bont 
on its 6,000 mile, California-to-England non-stop flight. e 


For the period of July 1981 to Dec. 31, 1982 the 42nq Security 


Dec. : 
is awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award. 


Police Sq. 


Dec. 42d Communications Squadron received Best Public Affairs section 


Blotner Site Incident: 


Blotner site is a radar site that is about 20 minutes form Loring AFB. 
It was named after Mr. Blotner who donated the land to the Air Force. It was 
manned by a detachment, with support from the 42 SPS. This priority C site 
had one security police guard that monitored the entrance gate and walked the 
gate line. He carried an M-16 and 120 rounds of ammunition. The incident 
that I am about to explain took place about this time frame. I do not recall 
the exact date, and the only record of the incident is classified. As is all 
the history of Loring. Only people with secret clearances, for official use 
only can view the information about Loring at Maxwell AFB, AL. Nothing can 
leave the room. No photos or copies can be obtained. 

The following is an account of the incident. The 42d SPS unit was ad- 
vised that the priority of Blotner was upgraded from priority C to priority B. 
The base security option had been heightened and a four man Fireteam, and one 


ART team was assigned to the site. 
A fire team is a four man unit. It operates an armored vehicle called a 


The team is armed with two M-16s with 120 rounds each and a 203 
They are armed with 12 203mm grenades and 120 rounds of 
5.56 ammunition for the M-16. The last man is armed with an M-60 machine gun 
with 1000 rounds of ammunition. All personnel have gas masks, flack jackets, 
helmets and radios. The ART team consisted of two security police personnel 
with one M-16 and one 203. 

We were not given a reason except that a possible armed attack might 
take place and that someone wanted to blow the place up. The threat had come 
from the middle east and we were told that a north eastern Air Force Site 
would be blown up. Blotner was as north east as you could get. Entry to the 
base was also intensified. , 

The mission of Blotner was for receiving and downloading information 
from satellites as they would make their once every 24 hour pass. After about 
a week of this we went back to normal security operation posture and did not 
think much else about this incident until it was brought up at a commanders 


call. 


Peacekeeper. 
grenade launcher. 


ed our debriefing from an officer from 


hat a van located at Dysarts near Bangor 
No personnel were 


During commanders call we receiv 


the Wing Command Post. We were told t 
had been located. It had explosives and weapons in it. ,per serene 
caught with it. This was to the best of my memory an FBI finding. 


also a sighting at the border crossing at Madawaska and Reanndaron ye ee 
of an older model green vehicle. We were also told that subject * sorte 
dle eastern nationality were present with a subject that fit nae rapane ine 
of a major mid eastern terrorist. This incident was not aide penkdee 
that time. The only information that I have that it did i: ees oe nad ‘aateiae 
being there is when I spoke to a retired Col. who confirme 
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a true incident. 


1983 


Thirteenth Mackay Tr 
Peerinita) odlair Sere, ere awarded to a KC-135 crew assigned to the 42nd 
eich a6 lah... Glover g CPN For the crew of the KC-135 Captain Good- 
Se ie eel GRAE? Gee copilot; First Lieutenant Karol R. Wojcikoski, navi- 
g ae : rgeant Douglas D. Simmons, boom operator actions for this 
most meritorious flight received the Mackay Trophy 
anche (eee was awarded to the 42d Bomb Wing (42d and 407th Air Re- 
ae ae an peas OR Seo lee air refueling operation in FY 1983. (1) 
up for “Best Large § i i it i i 
mesa CEN g ecurity Police Unit in Eighth Air 
poo 7. that are patrolling the waters on the east coast are 
Russian elta Class Subs. The ballistic missile would take 220 seconds flight 
time to cover 305 nautical miles from the 100-fathom line to Loring. The Air 
Force has now confirmed that Loring would be hit in under four Minutes. The 
first plane when kept on alert would need at least four minuets to get air- 
borne. 


Feb. 1,600 American troops took part with 4,000 Honduran troops ina 
six day joint maneuver. The exercise known as ‘Big Pine I’ was 
staged in Honduras. To support this effort and U.S. Army Military 
Police Units, Loring AFB 42 Security Police personnel were called 
upon as was many other Air Force personal. Spanish speaking 
Security Police were sent in 90 day TDY’s to Honduras. The U.S. 
built a base in Puerto Castilla, Honduras, where military advisers 
trained troops from El Salvador to fight left wing rebels in that 


country. 


June Global Shield 83 the Air Force Strategic Air Command’s fifth 
would-wide exercise in five years under simulated wartime 
conditions will give Maine residents from Cherryfield to 
St. Francis a closeup eyeful of bombers carrying out a war like 
mission. The 150,000 military personnel world wide will 
participate in this exercise. The low level route will begin near 
Cherryfield, continue past Marion, Oakfield, Ashland, and continue 
to St. Francis. The route will pass Rangeley and then enter other 
states. The exercise will test the ability of Loring to meet the 
challenges of keeping aircraft flying under realistic wartime 
conditions, simulated during the exercise and to enhance the 


readiness of the ground gupport personnel. 


scheduled to begin in August and last 

Big Pine I ends and Big Pine II starts. 
soldiers participated in mock battles in 
During maneuvers, y. Ss. forces lengthen run 
itary transports. The 42 SPS personnel 
Spanish speaking escorts to the Army 
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July 20 , More joint maneuvers, 
several more months. 
About 3,500 American 
southern Honduras- 
ways to accommodate mil 


support this by providing 


Aug. 26 


Sept. 15 


Sept. 15 


Sept. 20-27 


Oct. 6 


M.P. units. 
The U.S. made use of this exercise to sy 
4h 4 - Pport the trai 
and equipping needs of the rebels. The Nicaraguan rebel tora 
comprising of about 10,000 troops to include Miskito Thdlaneen 
this help to resist the oppression by the Sandinista regime used 


Training and support from the Central Intelligence 
Agenc 
rebels mount scattered attacks on Nicaragua from Gaeee i ee 


Honduras. Loring personnel found that the 90 day TDys were 
lasting just a little bit longer then expected. 


Chief of Air Force Security Police, Brig. Gen. P. Neal Schiedel 
recently argued that the security police force was too large and 
could be reduced by using electronic surveillance devices, 
cutting down on security police forces. 


Phantom Save. Capt. Robert J. Goodman and his KC-135 crew, which 
was assigned to the 42nd Bomb Wing, saved an F-4E Phantom fighter 
over the North Atlantic, while deploying to the European Tanker 
Task Force. Capt. Goodman and his crew were participating in the 
in flight refueling of a group of F-4Es on a Crested Cap I 
mission. One of the fighters lost power in one engine and was 
diverted to the nearest airfield, Gander International Airport, 
Newfoundland, Canada, approximately 500 miles sway. Captain 
Goodman was directed to escort the crippled fighter across the 
ocean to Gander. Shortly thereafter, the F-4E crew was forced to 
shut down one engine entirely and reduce power in the other, which 
caused the aircraft to drop altitude by nearly 20,000 feet and 
lose airspeed. With its centerline tank jettisoned, the F-4E 
almost ran out of fuel. Through four in flight refueling hookups, 
all of which were interrupted by disconnects, the KC-135 was 
finally able to refuel, tow, and escort the fighter to Gander. 

At times the flight became extremely perilous with the F-4E 
dropping to an altitude of 2,000 feet above the frigid ocean. The 
fighter was able to take on enough fuel and to gain sufficient 
engine thrust to maintain a safe flight altitude to Gander where 


it landed without mishap. (1) 


First HARPOON modified B-52 arrives. 


ain held at Ellsworth 


i mpetition was ag 
SAC combat Weapons Loading Comp t to the 42d Bomb 


AFB, South Dakota. Best Crew Chief award wen 
Ud 
Wing. 
: : qe ilities- 
42a was the first to gain HARPOON anti-ship missile capabili 
Wing were 
Eternal Triangle, Three p-52s, from the 42d eam oe was the 
deployed to Moron Air Base, SPiity fOr ee toyed to Moron Air Basez 
ie ce such NATO exercises that were cars deployed to 
nae Although small groups of Set cnantar several years, 
i : in 
d operating bases 
temporary forwar 


this was a first. (1) 
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Oct. 6 bee are to sea search and aerial mining, SAC’s collateral 
peri gi Sane oe included the interdiction of enemy sea power. 
r i00king at other weapons, SAC began to modify some B-52Gs in 


1982 to carry the AGM-84 Harpoon. A limited operational 
capability for the 42d Bomb Wing was set up. (1) 


Oct. 31 Crisex, a joint U.S. Spanish exercise, took part in high and low 
to altitude bombing, sea search and ECM and fighter intercept 
Nov. 8 exercises. On November, Spain’s King Don Carlos observed a B-52 


bombing exercise. Members of the 42 Security Police Squadron were 
deployed EO protect the bombers. All 42 ground support units were 
sent to maintain the aircraft. (1) 


Dec. 42d Communications Squadron received Best Public Affairs section 
and the Best Small Squadron. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 


1984 


Loring began the conversion of their mission to Harpoon Integration 
systems this year. The base hospital had its first ever “Medical Red Flag” 
exercise. The runway was expanded so dual launching of bombers and tankers 
could occur. The old alert crew facility (crows foot, Christmas tree) and 
new Kilo Area (tanker parking area) are being rebuilt. Low Altitude Navigation 
and Targeting Infrared Systems became the mission. The 42 SPS is runner up 
for “Best Large Security Police Unit in Eighth Air Force 84. 

The Air Force will put $300 million into Loring, A $ 3 million pre- 
launch survivability alert facility also is part of the summer work. A new 
runway will be installed. New dorms, airman dining hall, post office and 
aircraft tanker area are to be built. A new base hospital will be construct- 


ed. All family housing to be refurbished. 


March From Loring to Brunswick an oval shaped object with blue and white 
lights, traveled across the the sky. Many calls to the state 
police and Air Force were made. It should now be noted that the 
Air Force could have been testing the F-117, but back then it was 


known only as a UFO. 


Mar. 22 During an aircraft Generation, I detected a fire in a ground 
heating unit on Hardstand 19, nest to a rack of SRAM’s during 
upload. I extinguished the fire preventing a major accident from 
occurring. Many situations took place like this and very few are 


noted. Mine wasn't. 


Sept 4-12 SAC bases participated in Gallant Eagle 84. This is the largest 
military war game held in the United States since 1962. Eagle was 
an integrated exercise that tested the ability of the entire 
military. The objective was to coordinate activities during a 
time of national crisis. Over 182 sorties were flown by SAC B-52s 
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and supported by 300+ tanker sorties 


Dec. 
: eee nating million B-52 bomber slammed no 

relieved at ie wee at 7215 a.m. TI was xi she own Shkoge 

Sat down and I ri ae runway. Ssgt David oli an ena Pel aa 
was breaking him on the are ivera had just 

B-52 teat to take off and then turned to ne watched as the 

F Lctgieeean ‘tor ee all safe. I later ea. Sieiag 

During the takeoff th epee. hts tees eet retical 

was to far into the rake SEM ee ators Ee lower. the ere 

either. Th ue could -n 7 

on leave aaa A aE, the switch was caused wae = 

AG).cha Jopithat neraaa eescre on the plane was not signet i 

no action with the Ss t ; a te correctly the Airman oa oe 

adivallvus teleaver ae receiving a Letter of Reprimand hick 2am 

A ap Jonmthonenaiae @ wrist. He was a good troop. Sete “a 

sompievalwieyechaut the runway. The plane had just been ee 

ars re AS eae with new electronic warfare systems so it 

basi! brokailore econ Seca back together. The whole nose A 

ehind the cockpit. “g 


Dec. 42d Co i i 
OES sone named winners of the Major General Paul 

: r e best flyin : 
Communications division. YONG, BRBPORE SAN ACE SD eee Se 


1985 


Loring 69th Bomb Sq. participated in Busy Brewer. Personnel and equip- 
ment were sent to Saudi Arabia for 90 day TDAs. A full compliment of ae oe 
personnel to include the 42d Security Police Sq. was sent. The 42d Seaport 
saw record flying hours for the year. 5,233 for B-52, and 7,814 for KC-135s. 


New dormitory being built for the airman. 
Since the 49 FIS has departed F-16 aircraft are replacing the F-106, 


until the hangers can be redone to house the F-15 Eagle. The 2, F-15, are 
from a detachment out of Otis ANGB of Massachusetts. The 49th would be the 
last active duty fighter squadron at Loring. Detachment 1,102 Fighter Wing 


from ANG would be the last. 


letes testing of the LANTERN system. F-116’s are used 


Jan. 12 Loring comp ce 
to test this nighttime, non-nuclear weapons delivery capability- 
LANTERN, consists of a navigation pod, a targeting pod, anda 

ds were developed by Martin 


The po 


head-up display in the cockpit. 
e cockpit display 


Marietta Aerospace of Orlando, Fla. and th B . 
equipment by Marconi Avionics of Rochester, Kent England. a i 
k was tested at Loring ue 


Havoc in the Darx we 
ns that Loring has 1+ 


a ten day test of 


commonly referred to n the fall. 


the European weather conditio 
s Global Shield 85, 


June 12 Strategic Air Command begin ; 
150.000 military personnel for combat en ee tba have gathered 
July 18 NATO officials report that over 100 Soviet 
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in the North Atlantic. This was an exercise. 


Aug. 4 U.S. forces begin Bright Star 85, a week-long military exercise in 
the Middle East. Egypt, Jordan, Oman, and Somalia are also 
participating in the maneuvers, which will involve over 9,000 U.S. 
military personnel. The 42 AREFS, will support the exercise in 
refueling planes going over. 


Sept. 6 Three bombs destroy three radar units at a U.S. air defense base 
near Nohfelden, West Germany. the Red Army Faction claims 
responsibility. Actions like this across the world keeps Loring 
in increased security vigilant options. When in these options 
getting on and off the base is more difficult due to special 
precautions. Every third vehicle is stopped and searched at the 
gate. K-9 bomb dogs are active at the East and West Gates. 


Dec. 11 Congress approves the Gramm-Rudman balanced budget bill which 
mandates progress toward a balanced budget over the next five 
fiscal years. 


Dec The 42d Supply Squadron received it’s sixth Best in Eight Air 
Force award and its third consecutive. 


Loring assigned aircraft: 15 B-52G’s, and 30 KC-135's, 2 F-16’S, 4 T-37's. 


1986 


Loring 42 CES Civil Engineering Squadron received the Col. Balchen Award 
for best snow removal in the Air Force for 1986. The Best in SAC was awarded 
to the 42nd CES Snow removal team, 42d Air-freight section, and moral, well- 
ness, and recreation division also received Best in SAC. The Wing received 
the 45th Bombing and Navigation Trophy and the National Safety Council Award 
of Honor. Edward C. Dahlgren the only Maine living Medal of Honor winner has 


the new dinning hall “Dehlgren Hall” named after him. 


Feb. 26 The 42d Supply Squadron is the winner of the Air Force Daedalian 
Supply Effectiveness Award. 


Mar.21 SAC turned forty. 


Joint SAC/Navy Harpoon missile exercise, a B-52 Bomber from the 
42d Bomb Wing, joined five U.S. Navy platforms, including an A-6E 
Intruder, in firing the AGM-84 Harpoon missile, and achieving a 
perfect six out of six target hits. The B-52 began the exercise, 
part of the Navy’s FLEETEX 2-86, by putting its Harpoon into the 


target at extended range. (1) 


April 20 


May 27 A $ 42.4 million B-52G bomber badly damaged in a take-off accident 
jes over the base today. 


in 1984 took to the sk 
June 42 Security Police Sq. increased its air base ground defense 
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mobility mission. It was able to 
a4 demonstr 
capabilities by deploying with the wing te een new 
r Base, Spain 


June 42d Medical Group is awarded the Air Force Outstandi 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 


1987 


Due to changing times and possible nuclear 
te : : q arms treati 
cerronce soperontiy is being infused ith readiness for conentiona wafa 
satility in war may m wpe Phage al a gies es 
Santee Gee Fes ae a new lease on life for the B-52 facility "ee 
prinaty role Will as to be ready for conventional war. oad , 
ode Likix OP OCHEEenien TE ceaa tS conesieey Col. Thomas C. o/kgilay 
have co i : ned at this time. All S$ 1 
Seeing eee Ee But only a small number will have convene 
cola! sneoiens serial aia Part of the role of Loring has become a sea 
ship miaéies 2s Aes te laying and sea surveillance. Effectiveness of anti 
soo aan rae ant. The B-52 with an unrefueled range of more than 
ouae a Hin are Harpoon, with a range of more than 67 miles, make an ex- 

n combination for hunting surface vessels. The 42 SPS is “Best 
Security Police Unit in Eighth Air Force 87. Nai 7 


June 42d Medical Group is awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award. 
Aug. 1 The 42d Comptroller Squadron, was activated by the Strategic Air 
Command. 


1988 


General Curtis E. LeMay St 
was presented to the S-01 crew 0 
superior airmanship and performance. 
sustained performance of excellence for over 4 year. 
were: Lt. Colonel Chuck Patrum, aircraft commander ; 
mas, pilot; Captain Steve Kasemeier, radar navigator; 
Byrne, navigator; Captain Mitch Namendorf, electronic warf 


Technical Sergeant Dan Danish, gunner. The Saunders Trophy, ‘ : 
won for the best tanker unit. The Holloway trophy, the 42d Bomb Wing W 


: : h’ 
best KC-35 unit in celestial navigation. Best 1m SAC’ SAC Frege — Y 
and Best in 8th Air Force award. A new base gate house is comp’© 

new base hospital is in full operations. Ch : 

The 42nd wins the Holloway Navigation trophy for this year. 


Best Tanker Unit Trophy is awarded to the 42d. 


rategic Aircrew Award. The Gen. LeMay award 

f the 42d Bomb Wing, Loring AFB, Maine, for 

The crew earned the award through their 
Members of the p-52 crew 

lst Lieutenant craig Tho- 

lst Lieutenant Mike 

are operator; and 


The saunders 


in 
soviet turboprop pombers are still flying occasional training 


May 1 
70 


Oct. 


Dec. 


29 


missio 
Priate Gee ee Cate . afd) Loring, ds: stil See eo 
sure they don’ pt, or fly beside the Soviet planes to make 
axe on’t intrude on U.S. airspace. 
ee eR thats waren frequently drop to minus 20 degrees, and 
common one. But as a RAGey on four to five feet of snow is a 
Exchinths, RHOMSEKGE actives base the endless aircraft maintenance, 
Che BOGlERS OF AG ivities still go on. If a nuclear war with 
Soalacace <Web Va 4 onflict started the mammoth eight-engine B-52 
Soviekomsiniana marae and head over the arctic icecap toward the 
me age bake iret off the ground would be the flight crews 
seein: Spending seven-day shifts at the Alert Facility, a 
P ial self-contained compound with the base. Four B-52s and 
nine KC-135 tanker jets are at the facility, which like the nearby 
weapons storage buildings is off-limits to visitors. Both areas 
are surrounded by barbed wire fences and large brown concrete 
barriers designed to prevent a vehicle from crashing the main 
gates. 

Soon however, preparations for a nuclear war will be no 
longer. The primary mission is being changed. Loring’s new role 
will be ocean warfare. Loring will belong to the Strategic Air 
Command but the primary mission will be to support a conventional 
conflict. Manning on the base will change. About 400 of the 
3,700 military personnel stationed at Loring will depart. 


A KC-135A of the 42d Bomb Wing had completed a six hour training 
mission and was returning to Loring when it exploded in mid-air 
over Canada. No indication of problems was given by the crew to 
the base radar approach control just minutes before the accident. 
Four of the crew were killed. Following the second accident, KC- 
135s were grounded until an inspection could be conducted in the 
fuselage electrical wiring and fuel cells. 


The Wing’s mission change from nuclear to conventional and the 
elimination of continuous alert took place. The 42d Bomb Wing had 
finished 11,315 hours of standing in the ready mode. Tanker crews 
however, still remained on constant alert status. Mighty Warrior 
was the largest conventional SAC excerise in history. The Loring 
wing was the only SAC base to deploy overseas to occupy in a bare 
base environment (nothing there but a runway). 


Announcement that Loring was not on the base closure list 
activated preparations to make Loring one of the best in the 


country. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 


ral 


1989 


The 1980’s came to a close with the shrinking Communist influence in 
world. The Berlin Wall had crumbled. Soviet leadership was changing. No the 
longer were they saying “We will bury you”. They know wanted to open up 
communications and change. SAC‘’s days were numbered. 


May 1 42d Mission Support Squadron was reactivated on this date. 1+ had 
began as the 41st Air Base Sq., 41st Air Base Group and activated 
on January 15, 1941 at MacKill field, Florida and disbanded at 
Dale Mabry field on May 14, 1944. 


May 25 First KC-135 “R” model arrives at Loring. 


Sept. 18 Loring bombers first to ever fly into Royal Air Force Base, St. 
Mawgan, United Kingdom. 


Oct. 'S Perth-Andover, new Brunswick, A Loring KC-135A exploded in the air 
near this community bordering Fort Fairfield, Maine, 
disintegrating and killing the four-man crew. Air Force officials 
said debris was scattered over a large wooded area by rural 
Carlingford. 


Dec. 42d Communications Sq. is awarded the Best Large Squadron winners 
of the Major General Paul Stoney Trophy. 


1950 


SAC entered the 90’s with uncertainty. Rumblings are heard from the 
Pentagon about restructuring the Air Force. The Soviet Union was in a state 
of collapse. And then the complete collapse of the Soviet Union happened. 
The Cold War was over. The threat of a nuclear holocaust was lower than it 
had ever been since the start of the Cold War. ‘Still the summer of 1990 saw 
lots of construction activity at Loring, the major one being the resurfacing 


in runway- 
oF ate ei rf Desert Shield/Stomm, the 42d Supply Sq. stepped forward to 3 
Selected as one of the lead USAF units to support this 


0 units of B-52G War ‘ ah 
containers for shipment to seven forward operating locations 


1k to all SAC alert crews. a 
ws standing alert that U.S. Stra ic 


i jstorical — 
forces have not had their mission changed despite eg ae ee 
changes in Eastern Europe. president Bush spo 


the SAC Command Post, telling then. 


and transferred over 18,00 
KC-135R spares in mobility 


president Bush gives peP ta 


. 8 
ie red phone to remind SAC cre 
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On behalf of all Americans, I thank you for your sacrifices. For 
you air crews, keep’em flying. And for you missile crews, 
the pointy end is up and keep ‘em in the green. 


The commander-in-chief’s four minute talk was transmitted to SAC 
bases worldwide. The Commander-in-chief gave the thumbs-up from a 
B-1B bomber cockpit. 


Feb. 22-28 Army’s airborne winter environmental training exercises for the 
2nd Special Force Battalion, 10th Special forces Group. 


Mar. 16 A B-52 makes an emergency landing at Griffiss AFB, New York, after 
one of its hydraulic systems malfunctioned. The B-52 was on a 
routine night training mission from Kansas to Loring AFB, Me. when 
it lost one of the six on-board hydraulic systems. The in-flight 
emergency was routine with no danger posed to the aircraft or 
crew. The plane carried a 500 pound concrete dummy bomb upon 
landing and one had been dropped during the training mission. (1) 


Aug. The aircraft of Loring were on their way to Southeast Asia in 
support of Desert Shield. The 42 Security Police squadron 
deployed a 44 person air base ground defense flight to Diego 
Garcia, allowing the 4300th Bomb wing (Provisional) to conduct 
combat operations from a secure location during the operation. An 
additional seven members were sent to Moron Air Base, Spain, 
supporting the 80lst Bomb wing (Provisional) in combat operations. 
The troops remaining behind worked continuous twelve hour shifts 
securing the remaining mission assets and the base populace while 
in Threatcon Bravo. 


Oct. 3 A KC-135 explosion took place during final approach over Canada. 
All crew members died. 


(1)Strategic Air Command Polmar & Laur) 
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The USAF unleashed the ‘Big Stick’ during Desert Storm. B-52G’s based 
literally on the other side of the globe delivering an overwhelming tonnage of 
ordnance against strategic targets in northern Iraq, caused the Republican 
Guard to dig in. With help from the new F-117 stealth fighters that first 
caused the Iragi force to become sightless, and brainless by the destruction 
of its radar command centers and headquarters. The B-52s dropping there bombs 
caused the airfields of Irag to be destroyed and some 90 Iraqi planes that had 
not fled the country to be destroyed. ; 

During Operation Desert Shield and then Desert Storm, the 42nd Bomb Wing 
flew a total of 960 missions. Of these missions the 42d Air Refueling Sq. and 
the 407th Air Refueling Squadron flew 475 missions, and off loaded 31,802,500 
pounds of fuel. The 69th Bomb Squadron flying 485 bombing missions in a 44 
day time span dropped 12,588,776 pounds of bombs. Most of the B-52G’s came 
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from conventionally tasked outfits specificall 
z , y the 42nd Bomb 
93rd Bomb Wing at Castle, 416 bomb Wing at Griffi Wing at Lorin 
Barksdale. ‘ 4 fiss, and the 62nd Bs of NY 
Once these aircraft were in place at Die i 
go Garcia, the 
the 4300th Bomb Wing (Provisional), a hastily formed organisa assigned to 
SPS deployed a 44 person air base ground defense flight to Die cave 
lowing the 4300th Bomb Wing (Provisional) to conduct combat o SS Garcia al- 
secure location during Operation DESERT SHIELD/STORM. A AGANEE cae from a 
Stratotanker and KC-10 Extenders were also part of this contin aa KC=135 
When the prospect of the war became imminent, another meat 
created at Jeddah’s King Abdul Aziz International Airport (JIA) aE Veg 
oc ya designation 1708th Bomb Wing (Provisional). JIA was im was 
© the front line as was possible. JIA was iets 
He established a week before hostil- 
: First accounts of the war state that the B-52's were used to strike 
raq- Within hours of the war starting, a fleet of 20 B-52Gs obtalaaaiel 
units to include Loring, had been committed to combat from JIA. Desert ao 
c torm 


was to be Loring’s last war. 


Jan 16 President Bush ordered the air strikes against Iraqi forces 
rere of the 42d Bomb Wing responded with rolling thunder burying 
Mee a ee in the desert. Desert Storm begins with attacks from 
unche rom B-52 bombers SAC’s, Air Force’s i 
oldest Bomber. ‘ a 


12 Hail to the Heroes! Loring celebrated the return of their troops 
from Desert Storm. Over three thousand people attended the 


celebration. 


Apr. 


Six days later the Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney announced 


Apr. 18 
that Loring would be closed by 1994. 

The Strategic Air Command became part of our history. The 
restructuring of the Air Force decided that SAC was not needed and 
would be combined with a new command. SAC and TAC were combined 
into the Air Combat Command (ACC) and a newly formed Air Mobility 
(AMC) would replace the Military Airlift Command (MAC). 
ACC would use the TAC crest and ACC would use the MAC crest. A 
small administrative branch of joint services would use the old 
This would be called The United States Strategic 
nclude all services. The crest would have 4 
dded to it and placed in a circle. 


June 1 


Command 


SAC crest. 
Command which would i 
jet, missile, and submarine a 


Closure commissioners visit Loring. 


hed a Base Closure office. 


quadron which was activated in Aug. of 
42d Logistics Group- This Squadron ! 


The wing establis 


The 42d Transportation S 


1950 was reassigned to the gist 
continuously strived from the beginning to be the best 


transporters in the Air Force. Known as TMO, Motor eee 
Maintenance, Surface Fright, and the 100 cars per mon coal 
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=e JP-4 las fuel. The 42d Transportation Sq. has a long history 
Supporting the base in every aspect of the mission. Its nick 

name OF motto “Perfection In Motion” is well deserved and has 

Supported every unit on the base in every way possible. 


Sept. 6 Operations was redesignated the 42nd Operations Group. 


Sept. 6 A re-use meeting was held with Jack Rittenhouse, Paul Dempesy, 
Governor Mckernan and Representative Olympia Snow. Public Law 
101-510 would be effective on Oct. 2, 1991. 


Sept. 28 Only tankers were still on alert status at Loring. By order of the 
President, the Strategic Air Command stood down. Alert crews, 
ground crews, and security police were off alert. Their mission 
ended. Under orders the alert facilities ware to be Jocked.) For 
the first time since October 1, 1957, the Strategic Air Command 
had no aircraft on ground alert. 


Dec. The 42d Communications Sq. received the Strategic Air Command C4 
(Command, Control, Communications and Computer) Systems Center of 
the Year, for Best Large Squadron. The 42d CS was nicknamed “The 
Critical Link”. 


Dec. The 42d Services Squadron won the Headquarters Strategic Air 
Command’s R.T. Rhiney Award for “Best Food Service Operation 
(multiple facility category) for this year. 


£992 


The 42d Medical Group, 811th Medical Group, 42d Tactical Hospital, 
4034th USAF Hospital, and USAF Hospital-Loring went by many names. It’s mis- 
sion was always the same. Involved in Operation Desert Shield/Storm, Opera- 
tion Southern Watch, Hurricane Andrew Relief Effort at Homestead AFB, Florida, 
and the Haitian Relief Effort at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, were just a few of the 
things this base did. While operational they admitted 81,859 patients; de- 
livered an average of 30 to 40 babies per month; and provided outpatient 


services to all beneficiaries. 


June 1 The 42d Missions Support Squadron earned the Outstanding unit 
Award for the period of 30 May 1990 to 1 June 1992. The unit also 
won the Nathan Alschuler Education Excellence Award, signifying 
the best education services in the Air Force for this year. 


Aug. 12 The Thunderbirds, the U.S. Air Force's aerial demonstration team 
roared into Loring. This was to be Loring’s last air show and 


was something very special. 
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1993 


In the 42d CES 41 year history, it 

; never closed a base 

inclement weather, even during the record snowfall season of ie oa 
ease The Squadron won the Colonel Bernt Balchen Award for Ge ape tae 
ac ievement in snow and ice control for the second time in 1993 ee 
oer oe Storm, the 42nd CES was the first engineering square a 
— ened up operations at Diego Garcia, the forward Operating ea a i 

Provisional wing. The squadron also sent a team of ie = 
the Southwest Asia theater of operations ei 
The unit was the first and i 
only in SAC to depl ivili 
é Rectaly ; ‘ ploy civilian technici 
ce RCA vine aa ia pee aa of the drug interdiction activietl Bs 
. as taken part in six 
<8 3 _ Ee search and rescue ope j 
ape etas apie in the local vicinity and in Canada. The cates ride 
ore ee eveloped support agreements with communities in Aroostook count . 
enn. an active part of the USAF “Prime Beef” teams. The 42d CES if 
a ae oe of Military Engineers Robert H. Curtin Award for 
ineering Squadron” in SAC Its u ici 
Sa ‘ nofficial motto “” 

Nobis Lead, Follow, or get the Hell out of the way!” a 


42d Medical Group is awarded the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award 


June 

July The 1952 120-ton Baldwin Diesel Electric train traveled the 25 
miles of track from Loring to Limestone making its last delivery. 

Sept. 9 Wing holds last change of command 

Nov. 16 Last B-52 departed Loring AFB. 


1994 


With the closing of Loring just around the corner, the new base command 


ground of the old base command post has been 


is constructed under 
Some hope 


post which 
completed. This is a bomb shelter meant to house the command post. 
must still remain for a change of heart. 

Cleanup of radioactive soil from low-level nuclear waste disposal to 
The first shipment of soil used to bury 


begin and will be shipped to Utah. ; " 
e maintenance of nuclear weapons is to be 


hazardous waste associated with th 

loaded into railroad cars and eventually shipped to Utah. | 
The waste disposal trenches at Loring contain low-level radioactive , 

waste, including gloves, aprons and cleaning supplies, that were dispel a 

during routine weapons operations conducted in the 1950’s and early 19 ee 

In addition, five underground storage tanks designed to receive radioactiv 


wash water will be excavated. 


. teh 
the base newspaper since 1952 prints and issues it 


The Limelite, 


May 26 
last issue. 
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Sept. 


Sept. 


i995 


Jan. 


1999 


Oct. 


24 


30 


25 


a 


A sense of sadness was felt by many as a B-52 from 

he dap rde Air Force Base in Rome, N.Y., passed over Loring Air 

orce Base at the conclusion of the 42nd Bomb Wing’s farewell 
salute to Loring AFB and Aroostook County on Monday morning. 

Immediately after the Strategic Air Command received its 

order to begin operating as a major air command in March 12, 1946, 
its top level planers began paving the way for a potent global air 
force that could strike any target any time. Several of those 
early thoughts were directed toward the northeastern border of the 
United States, Limestone, Maine. For nearly 40 years, Loring AFB 
wore its modern and efficient regalia of SAC over an 11,000 acre 
land area. Its a base built on what was then a new concept, an 
air installation that fit smoothly into the demands of high speed 
aircraft is now no longer. why was Loring closed is beyond 
belief, why SAC was retired is simply ridiculous. 


Col. Robert J. Pavelko handed the base over to the Loring reuse 
committee. 


Loring cleanup expected to cost $ 120 million more. 


Except for long term monitoring, the cleanup of hazardous waste 
sites at the former Loring Air force Base is virtually complete. 
During the 1950’s much nuclear waste was buried at the base. This 
was done at all of the Special Weapons projects and all of the 13 
original sites had to go through this process. Radioactive 
materials used in maintenance of nuclear weapons would have been a 
way for Soviet leadership to know what we were doing back then so 
secrecy was important and the waste was all disposed of locally. 
If they would have known about this material back then as the do 
now it would have not been done most likely. But they Air Force 
plans to put things back so people can use Loring once again. 
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B-52 being towed. (1960s) 
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TOP: The Snow Barn or old 27th FIS hanger, 
Maintenance being conducted in the snow barn- 
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Lice fram 1952 to 1962. Building 262 
jal weapons projects. This 


CLOCKWISE: Entry Control Point (WSA EC) of the Weapons Storage Area. (1998) Al 
(1979) The AAPA end WSA HSCPO Security Police Tower vere both the sane DX, tO 
(Pwith this photo in 1998. The WSA machine gun bunkers that were used by AX & 
aren bunkers chat wes in the middle of the WSA area and the main buildings of the spec 
building is marked as a radiation area. 
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cial weapons project MIDDLE: Weapons storage 
s to 1998. BOTTOM: Another view of building 272 
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weapon’s air blast. 
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TOP: Building 272 which was part of the spe 
structure which housed Nucs from late 1950’ 
ithstand a nuclear 


This building was made to Wt 


TOP: The gate of the WSA. (1999) 
MIDDLE: View of the middle of the 
WSA 1999. BOTTOM: A photo of MMS 
troops standing by with a Nuclear 
weapons movement about 1980, Limelite 
photo. MMS was armed with shotguns, 
helmets, flack vest and gas mask 
during movements. Security Police 
would escort these weapons across 
base from the WSA to the AAPA using 
a 15 man force as escorts. A back 
up team would be standing by. All 
roadways would be manned by SPs. 
Over 22 Security Police would 

be on patrol in the two areas. 
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CLOCKWISE: Base housing, Hickam Road before 
being tore down (1999), Air show early 80’s 
with a Peacekeeper and F-106. The moose is 
loose sign on the Wing Command Post (1999). 
Ssgt Kraft Security Police leaving for 
duty. 
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Entry control point (ECP) Kilo area. 
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BOTTOM: 


MIDDLE: KC-135 on alert. 


TOP: KC-97. 
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Major Charles J. Loring, Jr. | hl 


On March 16, 1942, Charles Joseph Loring, Jr., enlisted -as a private in | 
the Reserve forces and was earmarked for eventual entry into the Aviation Ca- 
det Program. On November 22, 1952, Major Charles J. Loring, Jr., was killed 
in action in Korea. 

Between these two dates, this Air Force veteran followed a career that 
was studded with combat highlights and close brushes with what proved to be 
his ultimate fate: a hero’s death while fighting for his country. 

His call to active duty came in May 1942, and the nine months that fol- 
lowed were devoted to the concentrated task of pilot training. On February. 
16, 1943, he graduated from flying school at Napier Field, Ala., and was com- 
Missioned a Second Lieutenant. 

Six short weeks later, he was on his way to Puerto Rico to join the 22nd 
Fighter Squadron, 36th Fighter Group, which was swerving as part of the de- 
fense force for the Caribbean area and the Panama Canal. His destiny was to 
be tied to this unit for the balance of his WW II combat career. 

After three months of patrols and antisubmarine missions in P-39 and P- 
40 aircraft, Lt. Loring returned to the United States with the organization in 
July, Almost immediately, preparations began for reassignment to the European 
Theater. During succeeding months, the group completed conversion to P-47 


‘ype airc i 44 ailed for England. 
raft and, in march 1944, s 
Early in Ravuet, Lt. Charles Loring had his first brush with death. 
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During a strafing mission, his aircraft was hit by ground fire and he was 
wounded. However, he managed to guide the crippled plane home. The wound, 
fortunately, proved to be of a comparatively minor nature and he soon returned 


to flying. 
Fate was not so kind the second time. On Christmas Eve, 1944, the 22na 
was charged with a particularly tough strafing mission in support of the drive 


to clear the enemy from the Belgian Bulge. 
Time after time the Jugs of the 22nd swept over the German lines 

meeting a withering fire, but taking a mounting toll. With the erred : 

completed, Lt Loring’s aircraft was hit and he was forced to crash land isin, 


enemy lines. 
within less than a month, he was on his way home. After the war ended 
Lt. Loring requested to remain on active duty. His outstanding contributions 
to the war effort and acknowledged leadership won approval for his request 
When the Korean Conflict erupted in June 1950, Captain Loring’s dddire 
for combat surged to the surface and he volunteered for transfer to a combat 


unit. 

For Loring, the months seemed to drag by, until February 1952 when his 
request was honored. It was during this period that Loring was promoted to 
Major. Upon his arrival in Korea, Major Loring was assigned to the 8th 
Fighter-Bomber Wing. On July 3, he joined the Wing’s 36th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron as a combat pilot. Shortly thereafter, he was appointed Squadron 
Operations Officer of the 80th fighter-Bomber Squadron, also a unit of the 
8th. Throughout this period, he must have harked back to his Buropean combat 
days, for, except for the type of aircraft, the missions were quite familiar - 
strafing the enemy’s ground power. 

“Maj. Charles Loring, Jxr., distinguished himself by conspicuous gal- 
lantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty near Sniper Ridge, North Korea, on 22 November 1952. While leading a 
flight of four F-80 type aircraft on a close support mission, Major Loring was 
briefed by a controller to dive bomb enemy gun positions which were harassing 

After verifying the location of the target, Major 
Loring rolled into his dive bomb run. Throughout the run, extremely accurate 
ground fire was directed on his aircraft. Disregarding the accuracy and in- 
tensity of the ground fire, Major Loring aggressively continued to press the 
attack until his aircraft was hit. At approximately 4,000 feet, he delib- 
erately altered his course and aimed his diving aircraft at active gun em- 
placements concentrated on a ridge northwest of the briefed target. With 
conspicuous gallantry and daring, Major Loring turned his aircraft 45 degrees 
to the left, pulled up in a deliberate, controlled maneuver, and elected to 
sacrifice his life by diving his aircraft directly into the midst of the enemy 
emplacements. His selfless and heroic action completely destroyed the enemy 
gun emplacement and eliminated a dangerous threat to United Nations ground 
forces. Major Loring’s noble spirit, superlative courage and conspicuous 
self-sacrifice in inflicting maximum damage on the enemy exemplified valor of 
the highest degree and his actions were in keeping with the finest traditions 
of the United States Air Force.” —_—o 

Major Loring was the 47th USAF man to receive the Medal of Honor. in 
addition to the nation’s highest decoration, Major Charles Joseph Loring, J¥-, 
also received the Distinguished Flying Cross, the air medal with 11 Oak Leaf 
Clusters, and the Purple Heart with one cluster. sag 
Loring Air Force base, in the Major’s native state of Maine, stands as 
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friendly ground troops. 


living tribute to one of ¢ 


his Nation: 
(Excerpts form the Airman Magaz. 


S distinguished few. 
ine atticle % 


“Destined to Die” Oct. 1961) 

Major Saas was born in Portland, Maine, in 1918 and was graduated from 
Cheverus a chool, in Portland, and the Maine School of Commerce. Major 
Loring left his wife, mrs. Elsie c, Loring and his two daughters, Aldor and 
Charlene. 
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27th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
at Loring AFB, Maine 


1959 to 1971 


Emblem of the 27th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. A falcon about to strike, 
against a red disc. (Approved 4 Mar. 1924 from World War I Emblem.) (1) 


June 1959, the Air Force announced that the 27th Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron, Air Defense Command would be coming to Loring. The 27th was the 
oldest of the twelve squadrons that would make up the Bangor Sector. The 
history of the 27th is unique. The Army Signal Corps in 1917 established the 
27th Aero Squadron. In January 1918 the 27th was in France. Its first plane 
was the Nieuport 28 C.1 biplane. 

During the first month in combat the 27th had three confirmed kills, and 

In Chateau-Thierry the 27th took on the “Flying Circus” Jag- 
In July, eight pilots of the 27th battled nine from the Flying 
four Jagdgeschwader planes with two confirmed. Only one 
But in August the 27th tried three times to get 
The 27th had lost two observation crews 


only one loss. 
dgeschwader. 
Circus and shot down 
27th aircraft was shot down. 
photos of German forces and failed. 
and six pilots. 
But the 27th is best remembered for 2nd Lt. Frank Luke who had scored 14 
Frank sent 


victories, 11 of them against German artillery-spotting balloons. 
day period. 2nd Lt. Luke raced from 


eight balloons down in flames in a five | 

Dun-sur-Meuse to Briere Farm to Milly, knocking out a balloon in each ae ate 

Wounded while shooting down the second or third balloons he went on bs stra 
before landing his damaged plane. 


German troops in the street of Murvaux : 
Enemy paint surrounded him. Lt. Luke refused to surrender, drawing his 45 
revolver and blazing away at the Germans until he was shot down. fe 5s 

During WWII the 27th fought in patrols days after Pearl ee Masi 
38 Lightnings. The 27th was credited with the first kill By cide pe aie 
in WWII. They participated in the North Africa campaign = eee i 
the Ploesti oil fields, earning the Distinguished Unit c spe ye equedron 
_ The 27th was. assigned to Loring in October of 1959, 
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the world’s fastest all weatne. er to the new F-106 Delta Dart. This was 
; : A er-interceptor at the time. It was still 
the Re hice. engine fighter into the Sot ee Twenty four of these new 
delta wing fighters were ae : ring. This addition made 
GheTeh waa Bn. asac 5 © aerial arsenals in the eastern U.S. 
GnGE). soniane gral Part of the Air Defense Command which was part 
of the ( Omatic Ground Environment System. The move to Loring 


with new facilities were good, But this was a SAC base and fighter pilots 


were a minority. Housing or fa 
and undesirable. But within a 


: nd Sac animosity was very prevalent at Loring. 
The spit and polish of SAC and the Casual bearing of the fighter jocks caused 


problems. One incident was when the 27th FIS placed a sign on the front gate, 
stating that this was HOME OF THE 27th Fis. But the sign was taken down 
quickly- 

In 1962 the 27th forced down &@ Russian Bear in U.S. Air Space, just be- 
fore the Cuban Missile crises Started. The Russian plane was forced to land 
at Loring. The 27th had its own Air Police assigned to the unit. They had 
four flights with about 18 Air Police on each flight. 

The 27th was re-designated the 83eq Fighter-Interceptor Squadron on July 
1, 1971. After 13 years of duty at Loring, ADC inactivated the 83rd FIS. 

June 30, 1972 reflected an extensive realignment of the Air Force defense 
system. Loring would be without a FIS till 1976. 


(1)World War II Combat Squadrons of the United States Air force (Smithmark) 
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42na Bomb Wing (Heavy) 
Loring AFB, Maine 


42nq Bomb Wing Emblem 


Azure, on a bend engrailed or, four annulets gules, between 


Insigne: Shield: 
palewise of the second. Motto: AETHERA NOBIS-The Skies for. 


two aerial bombs 
Us. (Approved II Mar 1942.) 


Constituted as 42d Bombardment Group (Medium) on 20 Nov 1940. Activated 
on 15 Jan 1941. Began its history at Fort Douglas, Utah on January 15, 1941. 
Complete history is in this text. On 25 Feb 1953, the 42d was reactivated at 


Limestone AFB., SAC, assigned to the 8th AF. 
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42na Air Refuelin 
Loring AFB 


g Squadron 
, Maine 


Emblem: An Eagle with white head and yellow beak, brown wings on a gray branch 
with white tail and a star centered on the Eagle in a yellow circle on mid- 
night blue, of the military airlift command design, with two tabs one top and 
one bottom with READY WILLING ABLE and bottom with 42D AIR REFUBLING SOQDN, 
written in yellow with a midnight blue backing, and yellow outline. 


January 18, 1955, SAC increased the 42nd Bomb wing’s mission through the 
activation of the 42nd Air Refueling Squadron. The 42nd AREFS began with 21 
KC-97 aircraft and 30 aircrews. The mission of the 42nd AREFS was to provide 
aerial refueling to the 42nd Bomb Wing B-363s. Because the bombers did not 
Possess air refueling systems at the time, SAC and the 8th Air Force directed 
tanker flying in support of other units. The first deployment for the new 
Squadron came Nov. 2 1955. The entire 42nd AREFS deployed in 20 KC-97s to 


Thule AFB, Greenland for a 60-day tour of duty. A Saba ais aes Si 
j : i Thule airspace. 
Provid i gupport to SAC aircraft overflying 
en See 28, 1955. The first KC-135 Stratotanker 


The Squadron returned to Loring Dec. 
Came to the squadron Oct. 16, 1957. ne 
Phased out completely, being replaced by the KC-135. 


In the following months the KC-97 was 
(See text for history) 
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42na Security Police Squadron 
Loring Air Force Base, ME 


Emblem: A brown outlined circle, blue oceans, green world with brown outline, 
with two crossed M-1 carbines in brown and black, brown tab with yellow inside 
on the top and bottom, with SECURITY in red on the top, and DEFENSE in red on 
the bottom. The current organizational emblem symbolizing the squadron’s 
evolving mission of security and defense was approved on 5 Sept 1957. In the 
80’s the emblem was subdued as all uniforms required. The patch would change 
the Security Defense to the bottom tab, with 42 SPS being placed on the top 


tab. 


The 42d Air Police Squadron was constituted on 19 Feb 1953, and acti- 
vated on 25 Feb 1953 at Limestone Air Force Base, Maine. Lt. Robert Campbell 
took command of a squadron of fifteen airmen as the first 42d Bomb wing Air 
Provost Marshal, With Msgt Alan D. Erb tackling the duties of First Sergeant. 
Community involvement and service, would always be a squadron trademark. 
April lst., 1953 is a key date in squadron history as the first B-36 Peace- 
maker aircraft landed on base, marking the beginning of the security mission 
that would last until 3 Mar 1994. Progress in giving the military police a 
permanent home was made by getting a contract to build a “Guard House” with 
adjoining jail and an office for the Air Provost Marshall. ' 

The paramount mission of the squadron provided air-tight security for ‘ 
the Single Integrated Operations Plan Alert Force, a mission which would eat 
The mission of providing a police force for the base, wi 

uadron was redes- 


until 3 Oct 1991. 
local investigations, and OSI unit. On 1 July 1959, the sq part 
ignated the 42d Combat Defense Squadron aligning it with the new deputy ¢ 
ce. 5 
the Atomic 


mander concept adopted by the Air For ; eats 
he adron relieved the 3080th Aviation Depo ro 
bee Rast Loring in late June 1962, with 


Energy Commission of security duties at st : 
the bulk of the squadron moving into the living area of the old gaan, 
Force Station. The 42d also picked up the 23d Fighter Interceptor Squ 
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security in 1962. fhe Squadron w 
a8 redesi F ; 
eee on wes 1967, correctly poredaganmanel ecceiseaae mae 
After the 3080t . 
areed, the Special earccermce Depot Group and Atomic Energy Commission de- 
P ‘ Pons Project turned off the electric fences. ‘The use 


would be needed to be used. The 70’s saw a 


Storage Area (WSA), ana Alert Aircr 
provements that were needed, Milli 
new entry control point with a hard 
the AARP. The Control Tower for th 


foot. The WSA was improved with a new fencing system, tower, and security 
police fireteam building. These building would provide housing for the new 
armored personnel carrier called the Peacekeeper. Fences were installed with 
line sensors, ground sensors, meta] detectors, and cameras. The areas would 
be completely mobile with the use of airmen walking the boundary over. 


for the period 1 July 81 to 31 Dec 1982, the Squadron was a three-time runner 
up as “Best Large Security Police Unit in the Eighth Air Force” for 1982, 
1983, and 1986, earning the award in 1987. The unit motto “Sweat More in 
Peace, Bleed Less in War,” was adopted in 1986, as the unit increased its air 
base ground defense mobility mission, demonstrating these new capabilities by 
its many deployments. Developing in-depth training in “forward deployed” air 
base ground defense operations, the unit Participated in many major exercises. 

The “Fighting 42nd” Security Police Sq., proudly furls its guidon on 30 
June 1994, culminating over 40 years of security, defense, and keeping the 
peace, not only at Loring but wherever our planes would go. 


Two Hundred and Forty Two Steps 
all around thee. 
For I am an SP 
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Detachment 1, 49+» Fighter Interceptor §&q. 
Loring AFB, Maine 
1976 to 1984 


Emblem. On a shield of light between a lightning streak ir Force 
green Air 
aaa’ == thee ad ie to lower right of shield, and ee o Over yellow, a gory 
a. ee aan a upper right of the shield three stars, placed horizontally one i 
= x : =: of the shield a stylized storm cloud, all white, outlined oa es 
= : ome ng on e upper edge of the shield an heraldic wreath of the squadron’s appro 
ors, ite and light green, thereon a stylized helmet, black, highlighted site = 
7 


feather decoration green, outlined black. (1) 


The 49th FIS had been activated 11 months before Pearl Harbor t 
milton Field in San Rafael, Cal. Constituted 49th Pursuit SqusAvea! = ve 
on 20 Nov. 1940. Activated on 15 Jan. 1941. The 49th was assigned can 
14th Pursuit Group. After being sent to March Field the 49th was trained with 


P-40’s, P-43’'s, and P-66. 
The 49th entered WWII flying defensive patrols over the ocean. During 


the War they were assigned P-38's and were sent to North Africa. At Tafaraoui 
They were en- 


the unit lost nine fighters on the ground during a night raid. 

gaged in many air battles during the war. They mainly flew escort missions 

during the war. The unit had three aces, Lewis Benne, Jack Lenox and Warren 
the war. Decorations. Distinguished 


Jones. The 49th fought bravely during 
poe Citation: Austria, 2 Apr. 1944. The 49th was inactivated on 9 Sept. 
45. 

ter-Interceptor Squadron on 11 Sept. 
t 40 personnel to pull rotational 
e 42 SPS Sq. and had two planes on 
ould have its planes up in sec- 
d take off with their af- 
uld open and the planes 
They would take off 


They were redesignated the 49th Figh 
1952. This brought several F-106s and abou 
alert at Loring. The 49th was guarded by th 


alert in the 1980’s During a TAC Alert it c 
o watch. They woul 


onds. It was an impressive site t 
ter burners glowing in the dark. The hanger door wo 
would file out and be on the runway within a few seconds. 
side by side at times and would be gone in seconds. 
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69tn Bombardment Squadron 
Loring AFB, Maine 


69tn Bomb Wing Emblem 


Emblem: Over and through a medium blue disc, border yellow, a stylized, black, 
gray, and white eagle, in flight toward dexter base, grasping a yellow aerial 
bomb, banded red, in the claws, and leaving a white vapor trail marked with 
parallel lines of the field and yellow. (Approved 20 Jan 1945.) (1) 


Constituted as 69th Bombardment Squadron (Medium) on 20 Nov 1940. 
Activated on 15 Jan 1941. Inactivated on 10 May 1946. (1) Activated on 25 
February 1953 at Loring Air Force Base, Maine and assigned to the 42d Bomb 
Wing. Complete history in text. The group earned the Distinguished Unit 
Citation for supporting the Australian attack on the Japanese oil refinery at 


Balik 3-30, 1945. 
Papen, Borneo, June 2 36 Peacemaker. In June 1956 it 


The 69th was equipped with the Convair B- 
teceived its first Boeing B-52 Stratofortress. The 69th Bombardment Squadron 


Played a key role in the cold war. 


()World War IT Combat Squadrons of The USAF (Smith/Mark) 
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70eh Bombardment Squadron 
Loring AFB, Maine 


70th Bomb Wing Emblem 


Emblem: In front of , over and beyond black clouds a blue and white hawk with 
red tongue, and yellow beak, eye and feet, carrying a red aerial bomb in each 
foot. (Approved 15 June 1942. (1) 


Constituted as 70th Bombardment Squadron (Medium) on 20 Nov 1940. Acti- 
vated on 15 Jan 1941. Inactivated on 10 May 1946. (1) Activated on 25 February 
1953 at Loring Air Force Base, Maine and assigned to the 42d bomb Wing. all 
plete history in text. Assigned aircraft while at Loring the B-36 (1953 to 
1956) and the B-52 1956 to 1966). Reassigned to Plattsburge, New York in 
1966, and inactivated on 25 June 1966. 


(1)World War II Combat Squadrons of The USAF (Smith/Mark) 


75th Bombardment Squadron 
Loring AFB, Maine 


©Walt Disney Productions 


75th Bomb Wing Emblem 


Emblem: Over and through a white disc, thin border black with black neat line, 
a caricatured parrot light blue violet, black, and yellow, peering through 
light blue telescope held in right wing, and riding a tan aerial bomb banded 
at the nose with two bands of light yellow, nose fuse and tail fins light blue 
violet; twelve yellow orange stars placed circumferentially and arranged seven 


and five respectively. (Approved 22 Nov 1943.) (1) 


Constituted as 75th Bombardment Squadron (Medium) on 20 Nov 1940. Acti- 
vated on 15 Jan 1941. Inactivated on 10 May 1946. (1) Activated on 19 February 
1953 at Loring Air Force Base, Maine and assigned to the 42d Suna ass a 
Plete history in text. Assigned aircraft while at Loring the fe mneers 
1956) and the B-52 1956 to 1959). The 75th was reassigned a peas a, 2a 
vtrategic Wing, Griffiss AFB, New york on 15 Oct 59, and inac 

963. 


(1)World War IZ Combat Squadrons of The USAF (Smith/Mark) 
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Emblem: On an orange circle with a green edge, a cattle skull head with horns 
and a light tan Indian back pack with black, red and lime green designs. : 
Three feathers of red white and blue on the right and left check area. On the 


top in yellow outline with a midnight blue backing and white letters states 
407th, AREFS. 


Constituted the 407th Strategic Fighter Squadron, on November 13, 1953 
and activated on December 18 1953 at Great Falls, later, Malmstrom AFB, Mon- 
tana. The 407th was part of the 407th Strategic Fighter Wing. Redesignated 
the 407th Air Refueling Squadron on March 1, 1957 and inactivated on July 15, 
1961. On January 1962, the unit waS activated and was stationed at Homestead 
AFB, Florida and assigned to the 19th Bombardment Wing. gr the 
42nd Bomb Wing at Loring on July 2, 1968. While assigned to the 42nd Bom 
bardment Wing, it flew the KC-135 tanker(See text for history) 


wt 
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3080tn Caribou Air Force Station 
Loring AFB, Maine 


Silent Peacekeepers 


’ Es UNITED 


—._ 


The most far-reaching of all the scientific achievements of WW II was 
the military application of atomic energy. The awesome mushroom cloud became 
a symbol of the hopes and fears of the modern age. So that this new force 
might be used in the best interest of the entire nation, its control was 
placed in the hands of the Atomic Energy commission (AEC). The armed service 
maintained a close association with the AEC through the Military Liaison Com- 
mittee. The Armed Forces Special Weapons Project served the military depart- 
ments jointly in atomic energy matters. (1) 

In December 1949 the Air force set up the Special Weapons Command for 
the development testing of atomic weapons. This command worked closely with 
AEC’s prime contractors-the Sandia Corporation and the Los Alamos Scientific 
Laboratory. In April 1952 the Command became the Special Weapons Center under 
(ARDC) Air Research and Development Center. Within the Air Staff, the Assis- 
tant for Atomic Energy, Deputy Chief of Staff, Operations, coordinated atomic 
energy matters. (1) 

The first step toward a nuclear Air Force was to strengthen the ability 
Cf SAC to deliver atomic weapons and in 1946 the Air Staff directed that all 
‘ew bombers be able to carry atomic as well as high-explosive bombs. ‘The 
Second Step, decided upon in 1949, was to integrate atomic weapons wherever 
Possible in its activities. (1) 

In January 1950, President Truman directed AEC to emphasize its thermo- 
Mclear research. The Air Force immediately began to make preparations for 
nlivering thermonuclear weapons, and early in 1954 it was ready. By 1957 it 

uld deliver nuclear weapons ranging from a few kilotons (thousands of tons) 
° Several megatons (millions of tons) in explosive power. (1) 
a During its rapid expansion after June 1950 the Air Force found that lack 
ang eauate base facilities was as serious a handicap as the shortage of men 
Weapons. Since the base structure in the summer of 1950 was insufficient 
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even for the existing forty-eight wings, it was hopelessly inadequate to 
up- 


port the ninety-five wings planned during the fall and winter of 1959-5) 
SAC’s role as the deterrent force and, therefore, as the nation’s a 
rst 


line of defense, imparted a sense of urgency throughout the command. ag 
ability of the Russians to launch a nuclear attack against the United St a 
increased after 1949, SAC’s importance as the shield of the Free worig egy 
added meaning. Its ability to strike swift and overpowering blows a thy \ 
aggressor became the paramount concern of its officers and men. te hi 
that there would be no time to get ready once the fighting had shitiees ty. 

. ’s 


mission required that in peacetime it behave as if it were at war < 
Of all the Air Force installations established in the State se at 
ne, 


Caribou Air Force Station was, by far the least known. Caribou was part 
the new national stockpile sites that were being built next to sac bases = 
the United States. The exact locations of these sites was top secret and 
site was code named. The efficiency and increase in the number of we ms 
1950 led to increased need for forward bases. oa ey 
The Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) had only four sites at that time a 
were all Army installations. Site 1 Manzano Base code named Site Able was = 
constructed in 1946 and turned over to the Air Force. It is now called Kir 
tland AFB. Site 2 was Killeen Base, and is now called West Fort Hood Army ba 
in Texas. This was the Sandia Base. It was code named Site Baker. Site 3 . 
was Clarksville Base in Fort Campbell, Tenn., and was Site Charly. The fourth 
site was the Bossier Base now located at Barksdale AFB, LA. It was code named 
Site Dog. These were alli part of Project Water Supply. 
But the need for forward staging basis to support SAC were needed. The 
Air Force would build secret bases at Limestone, Rushmore, Fairchild, Fair- 
field, Westover, and Lackland (Medina). Limestone or Caribou Air Force Sta- 
tion was code named Site Easy and was called the North River Depot while being 
built. It was constructed from 1950 to 1952 before being opened. The area 
was completed by 1956. The 3080th Air Depot Group was assigned to the base. 
Headquarters 3080th Aviation Depot Group was activated at “North River 
Depot”, Limestone, Maine on 17 December 1951, by General Order 79, HQ Air Ma- 
terial command, dated 21 November 1951. On January 7, 1952 the group was re- 


designated the 3080th Aviation Depot Squadron, by general Order 2, HQ Air Ma- 
On September 1, 1953, the military reservation, “North River 


terial Command. 
Limestone, Maine, was re-designated Caribou Air Force Station, Lime- 


Depot “w F 
stone, Maine, by General Order 51, operating under the authority of the Air 
Material Command. (2) 

d varied during the ten 


The mission of the 3080th was both unique an 
Besides being the first Operational Storage site for the 
and distribution of atomic and thermonuclear (hydrogen) 
bombs to the Strategic Air Command, the 3080th also maintained a war a 
of nuclear weapons to be shipped to SAC contingency bases for secondary str. 
missions. (2) . 

The Air Force assumed that many first strike SAC bases would: Bouse 
stroyed during the soviet Union‘s first strike. our xetnenie See _ 
be diverted to specified alternate airfields for loa ue ee ee ak 
tional strikes. The 3080th also maintained the warheads (# pene 
Missiles. (2 , - stor- 

The feds also served as the phasing pois ace ee ee cia 

e tard 
age, and distribution of tactical and stra na ae syetamsy. ,k 1229° portion 
weapons delivered by both USAF and US Navy 
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years of operation. 
maintenance, storage, 


of the unit’s mission was as a depot level maintenance facility as its name 
jmplies- This included providing depot level maintenance and retrofit of nu- 
clear weapons that could not be accomplished by European and US Navy weapons 
facilities. Some components had a limited life and had to be changed out pe- 
yjodically- They were called Limited Life components. Some of these compon- 
ents included internal parachute systems which were used to either slow or 
stabilize the weapon and allow for the delivery aircraft to get away in time 
from the blast. Another component was the tritium gas bottle which was used 
to enhance the thermonuclear weapons yield. Additional mission requirements 
included the demilitarization of older weapons like the Md-5 and Mk-6, and the 
site was also utilized by the Atomic Energy Commission in environmental test- 
ing of different weapons and the effects of cold climate storage on them. (2) 

Technology, in relation to the early assigned nuclear weapons, was in 
its infancy. miniaturization was unknown. These early weapons appear today as 
having been designed by iron mongers, household electricians, and plumbers. 
many of the smaller hardware items such as double-pole, double-throw switches 
could be identified as “right off the hardware store shelf”. Lead acid bat— 
teries were used in the Mk-4. Nickel-cadmium battery provided longer shelf 
life. The :wooden bomb” concept, wherein an indefinite shelf life and virtual 
100% reliability were incorporated into the design and manufacture was years 
away from actual development. (2) 

Training was crucial for the proper use of nuclear weapons, and crews 
were trained and tested on a regular basis. Unannounced alert test were com- 
mon under simulated war time conditions. Any time men worked on or handled a 
bomb two or more men with equal knowledge had to be able to observe each oth- 
er. This was known as the “two man concept” and was designed to prevent ac- 
cidentally or intentionally doing something wrong. (2) Like many of the bombs 
of the early fifties, the bombs were of the capsule design. The fission sys- 
tem was inserted just before the weapon was to be used for safety reasons. 

During its ten years of operation, the 3080th maintained a variety of 
nuclear weapons. Each weapon was designed to counter specific threats and had 
to be compatible with aircraft, missile, and other delivery systems. The 
3080th maintained the first generation atomic (fission) type of bombs known as 
the Mark-III or Fatman (1561) bombs. These bombs were carried aboard the B- 
29, B-50 and B-36 bombers of the USAF. The Mark 4 (Mk-IV), Mark 5 (Mk-5), and 
Mark 6/18 (Mk-6/18) were also maintained by the 3080th. All of these were 
first generation atomic (fission) free fall bombs. The older fission and 
early thermonuclear bombs only lasted a few years. Most were gone by the time 


the B-52 arrived. (2) 


The first thermonuclear (hydrogen)bombs were maintained in the area 


also. The Mark 17 (Mk-17), Mark 25 (Mk-24, Mark 15 (Mk-15), Mark 21 (Mk-21), 
Mark 36 (Mk-36) were all thermonuclear (hydrogen) free fall bombs. These were 
Carried by the B-36, B-47, B-52, and Snark missile. (2) . 

On March 1, 1957, the 3080th Operations Squadron was re-designated 
3093rd Aviation Depot Squadron by General Order 7, HQ Air Material Command 
dated 11 February 1957. The developments that changed nuclear weapons to be- 
Come smaller, and more streamlined caused last minute component being placed 
i the weapon during flight. The Mk-7 warhead waS maintained by the 3080th 
Along with the Mark 41 (Mk-41), and Mark 53 (Mk-53)- (2) . 

In 1959 caribou Air Force Station included 38 officers, 401 airmen, and 
a Civilians. Headquarters USAF Air Staff decided to close Caribou Air Force 
Station in 1961. In January 1962, the 3080th was notified of its demise, ef- 
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fective on July 1, 1962. During the six months from that date CAFS was moved 
over to SAC and the depot maintenance facility became an operational SAC wea- 
pons storage area. At the same time, the Atomic Energy Commission transferred 
ownership and control of the special weapons project to SAC. 


(1)A History of The United States Air Force (Arno) 
(2) The History of The United States Air Force in Maine (Garbinski) 
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3080th Air Police S 
: ; quadron 
Limestone Air Force Station, ME 


Emblem: The emblem symbolizes the Security Sq. mission, inside the cog the 
octopus embraces seven tiny igloos representing constant and complete security 
for weapons storage by the faithful and ever vigilant Air Police. On his 
head, the octopus is wearing the winter pole cap signifying the cold climate 
in which he is accustomed to operating in. The interposed circular cog rep- 
resents the Air Material Command witch the 3080th is part of. The Motto 
“Semper Vigiles” means “Ever Vigilant.” The black octopus is located on a red 
background with “Semper Vigiles in it” in a tab above. 


‘ 


The 3080th Security Squadron was assigned to the Aviation Depot Group on 
7 Jan 52. This highly trained security defense squadron provided 24 hour 
protection for the Special Weapons Project, of the AEC. On 1 March 1957, the 
3080th was re-designated the 3080th Air Police Squadron. The training of 
these troops was at the level of U.S. Army Ranger training. Many of the per- 
sonnel that were trained in these units were the first deployed to Vietnam for 
security duties. They became the level of expertise for defensive forces for 
U.S. Air Bases. This was the start of the Combat Security Police Squadrons 
that we know today- , ; : 

These highly trained Air Policemen, were trained in Air Base Ground De- 
fense (ABGD). They were equipped with colt 458, Browning BARS, Thompsons, and 
Browning 30 Cal. machine guns. They patrolled inside and outside of the AEC 
area which was provided with electric fences for security. Hardened bunkers 


or machine gun nest were provided for these Air Police. 


127 


U.S. Anmy 548th (AAA) Battalion 


The expanding SAC force at Limestone represented a primary deterrent to 
maintaining and demonstrating a retaliatory strike cap- 
lanners had provided passive protection to this strategic 
element of defense through the construction of aircraft warning and control 
radar systems discussed earlier. In 1954, they supplied Limestone with an 
active defense system in the form of anti-aircraft artillery (AAA) batteries. 
Commencing in May, Army officials met with Col. J. W. Lewis, Deputy Commander, 
42 Base Group , and other base representatives to discuss support, manning and 
facility requirements of the AAA Battalion soon to be assigned. Facilities 
constructed during the summer of 1954 included living accommodations located 
beyond the Transportation Motor Pool on Pennsylvania Road. Crews completed 
construction of the living area in August, allowing the 548th Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery Battalion from Fort Bliss, Texas, to arrive in Sept. 

Lt. Colonel Otto A. Moomaw, Battalion Commander, arrived early in the 
month with 195 men, airlifted in by four Army aircraft. By the end of Sep- 
tember, the unit had grown to 380 men and had received 15 new 75-millimeter, 
radar-controlled, anti-aircraft artillery weapons. The battalion distributed 
the weapons, called Skysweepers, in a ring around the base. The 548th AAA 
Battalion consisted of A. B, and C Batteries along with three support units: 
the 29th Signal Detachment, the 257th, and 218th Ordinance Detachments. 

The Ordinance Detachments operated at Presque Isle AFB until a SAC-owned 
ordinance storage and maintenance area(9,000 series buildings) was completed 
at the East Loring site in late 1954. This area was adjacent to the Caribou 
Air Force Station and while designed to meet SAC needs, there was sufficient 
room for the Army to use a part of the area. 

The Army Skysweepers, 75, millimeter anti-aircraft artillery installed 
at Loring in Sept 1954, gave way to the rapidly advancing technology of guided 
missiles in less than three years. In 1959, Consolidated Construction of 
Portland, Maine, started construction on four missile complexes designed to 
accommodate the new Nike-Ajax surface-to-air missile (SAM). The Nike-Ajax was 
the United State’s first operational radar-guided SAM. It measured 20 feet in 
length and 12 inches in diameter with a range of 25 miles. The four missile 
complexes located at sites near Grand Falls, Limestone, Caribou and the Conner 
area, each consisted of a launcher site and a control facility which were 
separated by roughly one mile. The launching rack, acquisition and tracking 
radar facilities capable of locating, locking on, and guiding the Ajax to a 

he operational facilities and living 


target. The control site contained t 
i j = —. lock watch, 
08 men necessary to maintain an around-the-c : 
sna ee hegehe petat, the 548th AAA Missile Battalion. Shortly 


reflecting the change in armament, “4 

after completing the four sites in 1957, the contractor built Soe oe 
housing developments in the towns near each site. Crews finished a tor 

64 individual units, 16 at each location, in pene 

conv: : 

In late 1958 and early 1959, the Army con ao) eee 

h ike-Hercules SAM. This newly acquired missile had a rang jie 

andle the Nike Bau Mees 


‘ n 
that of the Ajax, carried a nuclear warhead, and depe ats ana ite 


4 il : veme 


enemy aggression by 
ability. Military Pp 


ted the Loring Ajax sites to 


jred substantial modifications 


128 


At the same time, the 548th AAA Missile Bat- 
U.S. Army’s new Combat Arms Regimental System 
SSile Battalion, 61st Artillery. These were 
the Nikes became obsolete as the threat 


and was redesignated the Thira Mi 


SSile Battalion and transferred the 64 family 
lon May 1, 1966, with a one-year grant. On 
april 27, 1967, the houses were Permanently assigned to the Air Force and 


toring AFB. The Army stripped each site of its hardware and sold the land and 
puildings to the highest bidder. 
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Aircraft Assigned to Loring 


Bombers 

B-36 Peacemaker 1953 to 1956 
B-52C Stratofortress 1956 to 1957 
B-52D Stratofortress 1957 to 1959 
B-52G Stratofortress 1959 to 1993 
Tankers 

KC-97G Stratofreighter 1955 to 1957 
KC-135A Stratotanker 1957 to 1990 
KC-135R Stratotanker 1989 to 1993 
Fighters 

F-106 Delta Dart 1959 to 1972 
F-106 Delta Dart 1978 to 1984 
F-16 Falcon 1984 to 1987 
F-15A Eagle 1988 to 1993 
Trainers 

T-37B Talon 1978 to 1993 
Transports 

c-119 TB-25 

c-45 C-47 

H-19 


RCM,EVS,QAS or Black Boxes, Defensive and Offensive 


Why has the B-52 been around so long? Because Boeing will make it adapt 
to whatever is needed. The fact is, its the greatest bomber ever made. Tell 
me one other aircraft that has been around since 1954 and is i 
But the reason that it is still around is because of its el 
systems. Much can be found out about these systems, so I v 


detail. But will explain it in 
you can’t see. The only way to 
for it. Its like looking for a 
to jam enemy radar, causing SAM : 
backbone of the system. I have been told that to sh 
might have to send up over 200 aircraft tof id od 

stealth aircraft, it still is a modern we 
Air Force in 1999. The B-52 will still & 
B-1 has long been retired. 


The Weapons 


y thermonucl 

few years. ae of these were gone by the Wialtiteade Slee nee © eee : 
were used. és @ GAM-77/AGM-26 Hound Dog was one of the weapons used at Lorin 
The SRAM (S ort-Range Attack Missile) was the most prevalent weapon used in - 
the 1980s. This was made by Boeing and was 14 feet in length. It had a speed 
of Mach 2.5 and a range varied from 30 to 100 miles. There is much inforeee 


while I was at Loring the planes would be uploaded with at least one rack (8 
SRAM) and two gravity bombs. I will explain what the weapons do. 

The nuclear devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ushered in a new age 
OlEDowe T- The power of these new weapons was so great that the world had to 
reconsider what to do. Nuclear weapons result from the discovery that the 
splitting of the nucleus of an atom with neutrons releases tremendous energy, 
which is called fission. Only elements such as uranium or plutonium will 
cause this function. Each split nucleus releases about 20,000,000 times as 
much energy as that involved in the chemical reaction that takes place ina 
TNT explosion. Once atoms begin to split they produce more neutrons which in 
turn creates a chain reaction. The trend of the 1970’s has been toward 
smaller and cleaner weapons. When a nuclear explosion occurs the energy is 
generated very rapidly. . 

In this text I have spoken about buildings 260 (The Vamp House) and 272 
(The Bank). These are early examples of hardened structures. The walls, 
floors, and roofs of these building are steal re bar and cement, ten feet 
thick. But during a nuclear bomb test in which building 260 was built and a 
bomb was dropped next to it about a mile away, building 260 fell over. Hence 
the reshape and design of building 272. 

By the sixties, these structures could not longer withstand a direct 
hit. New technology had made it possible for nuclear weapons to hit the tar- 
get that was being taken out. This led to the fortifications used elsewhere. 
Only Titan, Minuteman, and their capsules could now withstand a direct hit. 


How it works: 


When a nuclear explosion occurs, the energy is generated very rapidly in 
a small volume. The warhead components are vaporized and an ultrahot, rapidly 
expanding fireball is created. Nuclear explosions release several kinds of 
energy: Kinetic (blast), Thermal (heat) Prompt Radiation, Delayed Radiation 
(fall out) and Electromagnetic Pulse. Approximately half of the energy takes 
the form of blast with the same, albeit enormously magnified, destructive ef- 
fects as a chemical explosion. Blast is a shock wave, literally a wall of 
Compressed air, moving away from ‘ground zero’ at supersonic speed. the 


Pressure from the blast crushes structures as it passes and is termed over 
ounds per square inch (psi). Any 


Pressure. Over pressure is calculated in p : 

Structure not specifically reinforced, (or “hardened”) will Sage cnt ae ae 

Stroyed by a minimum of 5psi, which would place about 180 tons 

two story house wall. (1) 
String winds, termed th 

*xPlosion creating 5psi of over pressure 
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follow the shock wave. An 


namic pressure, 
ee! so create winds of 160 miles 


will al 


per hour, while winds of 290 miles per hour are associated with 10 pei explo. 
unions. Structures generally are destroyed by over pressure. P6Ople are able 
to withstand up to 30 psi, but they are in danger from dynamic pressure, which 
makes twigs, pebbles, broken glass and other small objects as deadly as 
shrapnel and can also hurl people against hard surfaces with lethal results. 
Deaths associated with over pressure generally result from the collapse of 
occupied buildings. (1) 

Nuclear weapons can employ either ground or air burete. Ground burets 
produce very high over pressure in a very limited area and algo produce a 
crater. When delivered very accurately, a ground burst ie the most efficient 
means of destroying a small point target such as a missile silo or hardened 
command post. The disadvantages are that such burst create 4 considerable 
amount of immediate, locale fallout and that nuclear weapons, at least until 
very recently, were seldom able to be delivered with the necessary accuracy. 
An air burst will distribute a lesser amount of over pressure over a consid- 
erably wider area, which can be controlled by varying the height of the burst. 
Air bursts usually create no crater and little immediate fallout. (1) 

A nuclear explosion releases over a third of its energy as heat and in- 
frared light which is radiated in less than a minute. The heat and flash 
precede the blast wave by seconds and can cause some minutes of complete flash 
blindness as far as 13 miles from a one megaton explosion. Thermal effects are 
highly dangerous to people. A one megaton explosion will cause third degree 
burns (meaning skin tissue is destroyed) up to five miles away, second degree 
burns (blisters) at about six miles and first degree burns (equivalent to 
severe sunburn) at about seven miles, Third degree burns over a quarter of the 
body or second degree over a third will probable cause death without immediate 
and specialized medical care. Almost two-thirds of the deaths at Hiroshima on 
the first day after the explosion resulted from severe burns. (1) 

The thermal output of a nuclear explosion usually has strong incendiary 
effects as well. It has been calculated that the incendiary effects of 
‘Little Boy’ on Hiroshima were equal to 1000 tons of incendiary bombs. Un- 
protected flammable materials will ignite directly, while other fires result 
from ruptured gas lines and oil tanks, damaged electric circuitry, furnaces 
and stoves. (1) 

About five percent of the energy of a nuclear weapon is released as di- 
rect or ‘prompt’ radiation in the form of gamma rays, neutrons and beta par- 
ticles. Gamma rays are a highly penetrating form of X-rays which do serious 
damage to the human body. Beta particles and neutrons have short range, but 
cause severe burns in large doses. (1) 

The standard United States government manual on nuclear weapons effects 
describes it in these terms: ‘The initial symptoms are...nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea, loss of appetite and malaise.’ After two to three weeks, ‘there is 
a tendency to bleed into various organs, and small hemorrhages under the 
skin...are observed,’ along with loss of hair and ulceration around the lips 
which may spread through the entire gastrointestinal tract. Eventually ‘ the 
decrease in the white cells of the blood and injury to other immune mechanisms 
of the body... allow an overwhelming infection to develop. (1) 

Radiation casualty criteria include three general categories of human 
response. The central nervous syndrome results from doses of 2000 rads (un 
of absorbed radiation roughly equal to a Roentgen) or more. The symptoms 
usually appear within minutes of exposure and range from apathy and drowsiness 
to convulsions and collapse. A dose of 5000 rads will physically incapacitate 
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its 


within five minutes of 

intestinal syndrome menting ane and 
loss of appetite and vomiting H 500 
three to five days of exposure. oe ae diarrhea, high fever and coma within 
two weeks. The hematopoietic syndeee ae to 1000 rads caused death roughly in 
Symptoms are fatigue, head aches ne 18 associated with 100 rads or more. 

to four weeks, but exposures of ee neha Hae mbeath ze) cone ee 
purst heights of 500 to 15000 feet 3 nea eee rads will cause few deaths. At 
kiloton enhanced-radiation weapon poth a 10-kiloton fission weapons and one- 
and 650 rads out to less than a ie Produce 8000 rads out to half a mile 

Surface or near Surface ae (1) 
amounts Of ordinary materials such © aecee up and make radioactive large 
rapidly until it enters the Stratos Cael The one-megaton bomb will rise 
fallout area may be 100 to 200 ane ioe Depencing on wend Parrerns, (the 
can cause a high rate of fatality. (1) OPS Sng) Tea tas“ toca eas 

7 ore ee effects of strontium 90, Cesium 137, Iodine 131, and Carbon 14 
hav g ive lives and can enter the food chains halfway around th 1d 
And the absorption of gamma rays into the ai pte ON eee 
electromagnetic waves simi @ air and ground creates or produce 

; ar to radio waves that are thousands of times 
stronger: This phenomenon, known as electromagnetic pulse (EMP), when used in 
a high air burst at an altitude of 19 miles or above will damage electronics 
and disrupt communications. (1) 

A launch of one 10 megaton warheads targeted on the Boston area would 
have the following effect. It would destroy 500 square miles and kill 
1,500,000+ people or destroy 80 percent of the area’s industrial capacity and 
cause extensive fire damage. 

One B-52 from Loring would have eight SRAMs (200 Kiloton) and two Mk-53 
(9 Megatons yield) at least. Four of these planes were on alert in the 1980s. 
In a few hours 15 could be ready. The base would then deploy with weapons and 
equipment within the next 12 to 24 hours and be waiting to reload and re- 
strike. They could construct a runway and be waiting for the planes to re- 
turn. Doing this while leaving their families behind for the same fate as 
“Peace was our Profession”. “Peace through Strength” 


Cause death within two days. 


Or more rads, The gastro- 


with symptoms ranging from 


just mentioned above. 
is how it was done. 


(1) Weapons of World War 3., Koenig. Crescent 1981 


Some of The Weapons housed at Loring: 


Fatman 13.5 lbs Plutonium 


Mk-III/Mk-IV = 
Mk-6 /Mk-18 | —- atomic Bomb 40 Kilotons or twice the yield of the Fatman 
Mk-17/Mk-24 - Largest Nuclear device ever operated, 15 Megaton bomb 
Mk=25 -~ one of the earliest thermonuclear H-Bomb - 1 to 2 Megaton 
Mk-21/Mk-36 - 10 Megaton, 36 is a parachute version 

uk-39 _ 4 Megaton Yield 

Mk~41 _ possibly a 24 megaton yield 
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A low megaton class, yield 1 to 2 megaton 


B-43 - 
Mk-53 -~ Recently the most powerful free fall bomb yield 9 
mt. 
SRAM/AGM-69A - short Range Attack Missile, speed 
Mac : 

Kilotons, W-69 thermonuclear warhead h 2.5, yield 200 

35 miles low altitude launch 

100 miles high altitude launch 

rotating rack carries 8 devices. 
GAM77/AGM-28 - Hound Dog 
GAM-72/AGM-20 - Quail Missile 
Mk = Mark 
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The blue sky is representative of the Air Force operations. The arm and 
armor is a symbol of strength, power and loyalty and represents the science 
and art of employing far-reaching advantages in securing the objectives of 
war. The olive branch, a symbol of peace, and the lightning flashes, symbols 


of speed and power, are qualities underlying the mission of the Strategic Air 
Command. 
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Conclusion 


As you departed Loring you knew that you would miss the friends 
made, but you always thought that Loring the Base would always be. 1 that you 
we once knew it is gone forever. Hopefully this information will be Oring as 
history alive. When SAC was first started it was in a sorry state ep its 
wrote angrily. “The Air Force had gone to utter hell.” When sac ee LeMay 
it was the best trained and most modern Air Forces in the World. L Bepanted 
large part of it. We are in the eye of the hurricane. The calm ee a 

e 


storm. Lets not let it go back to utter hell. 


Victor Kraft 


They flew the skies of the Big “A” 
Aroostook county that is to say 
it guarded the pathways to our wonderful land 
Remember the enemy had a Northeast plan. 


The Bear and the Buff as they were called 
never did drop their awful payload 
for if they did I hope you do understand 
it would have been the end of the human plan. 


The Bear and the Buff faced off many times 
with many mock battles with no headlines 
How bad do you wonder would it have been 

if the Bear and the Buff decided to drop in. 


The Bear and the Buff past stars of glory 
Angels of war that flew so fast 
sons of gods they flew these planes 
Some of our sons went down in flames. 


I just asked to bring the planes here 
so the world won’t forget past sacrifices made 
The Bear and the Buff, Loring and Maine 
End of an Era, none remain. 


‘ 


by: Douglas J. Plenge 
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